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Jamie Lymer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thanks to all for another entertaining evening on Tuesday. See you all next week over the border 
in Southern France. Nick Sismey  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover: Tom Gray and Jag Kalyan at the Tosa Hairpin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROLLS-ROYCE SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2023 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED 
OR TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTS 

Three different winners in one night! That was just 

the second time that has happened in the 13 Carrera Digital 
Evenings run to date. Always good to see Rounds shared 
between racers. Congratulations to Simon Goodlp, Angus 
Smith and Steve White for taking the wins. They share the 
six wins of 2023 with three, two and one respectively.  
 

It was great to have another full grid with only one absentee 
and a big thank you to Macaully Dutson, Jono Johnson and 
John Lamb for agreeing to run in the early Group E races, 
otherwise we wouldn’t be able to run such a full grid. Luckily 
the early start for all three is agreeable to them in different 
ways so it works for us all. 
 

Many will be pleased to see the back of Imola, although 
several did admit it grew on them. Next week we Test at Paul 
Ricard, which looks like an interesting circuit.  
 

Editorial 
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News & Views…………...…………..………013.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 37,38 & 39  
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Simon Rankin Packing Away  
Angus Smith Setting Up, Scrutineering & PA Steve White  Packing Away 
John Yates  Setting Up    Martin Thorpe Packing Away 
Darryn Mutch Computer    Dan Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Dean Garbett  Race Control & Packing Away Laura Edwards Packing Away  
Lewis Blacker Race Control & Packing Away  JJ Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Dave Edwards Packing Away   Jag Kalyan  Packing Away 
Chris Cooper Packing Away   Daniel Kalyan Packing Away 
Stuart Gray Packing Away   Lee Pateman Packing Away 
Richard Booth Packing Away   Simon Goodlip Packing Away 
Tom Gray  Packing Away   JT Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
  

2. Paul Ricard Test Day   3. Carrera Catalogue ‘23  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are looking forward to setting up our sixth 
new Carrera Digital track next Tuesday, the 
Paul Ricard circuit in the South of France. 
After the lack of straights at Imola, Paul Ricard 
should be more like a conventional track with 
at least two good length straights. 

The new 2023 Carrera Catalogue can be 
downloaded from the Carrera website here 
https://carrera-toys.com/en/catalog. As usual 
there are some great new cars to be found. 
Please liaise with Chris Cooper who, I’m sure, 
will get you the best deals through Poynton’s. 

  

https://carrera-toys.com/en/catalog
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4.  New lane change kerbing  
 

Phil Rees has started to produce yellow and black kerbing to distinguish between the lane 
changers and the normal Carrera track. Looking good Phil, thank you! 
 

 
 

5.  DiSCA/DHORC 3-hours of Sebring – Sat 18Feb23  
 

If you get chance please pop in to see the 
DiSCA Oxigen Sebring 3-hour race in the  
Table Tennis Room on Sat 18Feb23. 

 

The approximate schedule is as follows: 
 

09:00 Doors open / Free Practice. 
10:20 Handout parts are issued 
10:30 Qualifying Race 1: 5m + 20 m 
11:00 Qualifying Race 2: 5m + 20m 
11:30 Track Closed. Technical Inspection /  

  Lunch 12:30 Warmup 
12:35 Green Flag 15:35 Chequered Flag 
 

Set up is from 15:15 hours on Friday. 
 

6.  Road Atlanta may bring something new! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We may have something new when 
we run the Road Atlanta track for the 
first time at the March Test! The 
track is renowned for its undulations. 
Phil has come up with an idea using 
the bridge sections (right) to 
possibly introduce some 
undulations to our track! 
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Round 04 
 Imola  

 

07th February 2023 

 

Race Report 
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Jono Johnson and John Yates refuelling 
before racing begins 
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Angus Smith scrutineering and adding Phil Rees’ new Group stickers to Thomas and 
Stuart Gray’s cars before going on to win Round 4 

 

 
 

Macaully Dutson, Jono and John Lamb ran in Group E, running all three of their 15 minute 
races between 17:00 and 18:00 hours 
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Angus begins evening with second win of year 
 

Angus Smith continues to add to his record tally of career wins, taking his 18th in Round 4 on 
Tuesday night, his second at the tricky Imola track. However to win sometimes you have to be 
lucky. In this case a misfortune to Simon Goodlip enabled Angus to take the win in the dying 
moments of the race. Simon had pitted for a splash and dash and inadvertently hit the entry barrier 
too hard catapulting his Audi off the tables and onto the floor. With little room to retrieve the 
recalcitrant car, both Angus and Dean Garbett passed Simon before he could get back on track! 
Just 1.1 laps covered the three! As a consolation Simon did take his third fastest lap, going second 
in the all-time charts. 
 

Phil Rees again took the maximum 11 Group points by winning the B from sixth on the Group’s 
grid. He remains the only racer to score maximum points and has now done it twice! He was 0.5 
laps off a podium place and 0.2 laps ahead of Nick Sismey. Geoff Peach started the evening with 
his second career Pole, adding to his first back on 25Oct22. He finished Round 4 some 0.9 laps 
behind Nick and 0.5 laps ahead of Martin Thorpe, who was second in the B.  
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Group D takes to the track, with (RtoL) JJ Hughes-Dowd, Stuart Gray, Daniel Kalyan, 
Simon Rankin, Dan Hughes-Dowd and JT Hughes-Dowd 
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Steve White made it six Group A drivers in the top eight, 1.1 laps behind friend Martin. Richard 
Booth would dominate Group C on Tuesday, taking his first of three wins in Round 4. Ninth would 
be his best finish of the Evening, one off his best ever finishing position! He is clearly knocking at 
the Group B door! To add to that he also recorded sixth on the grid, one better than his previous 
best at the January Evening.  
 
Just 0.1 laps separated Chris Cooper and John Yates with Lewis Blacker making it three Group 
B racers within 0.4 laps of each other! The racing is getting closer and closer each week! 
 
Tom Gray was second to his uncle Richard in the C, four places and 1.5 laps separating the two.  
Lee Pateman set the sixth fastest lap of the race, showing he has the speed, taking 14th, 1.1 laps 
behind Tom.  
 

 
 
Dave Edwards won the husband/wife battle this time by 2.9 laps and four places over Laura 
Edwards, however this would be the last time he would see her for dust that evening! Between 
them were two Group winners. Stuart Gray took his first of three Group D wins with Jono Johnson 
doing the same with the early Group E. They were separated by 0.3 laps with JJ Hughes-Dowd 
taking 18th overall, 0.6 laps back. 
 
Behind Laura in 20th was fellow Group E racer John Lamb who beat two Groups higher racer Jag 
Kalyan, in the C, by 1.5 laps. Jag had qualified in eighth, one place better than his previous best 
on 25Oct22. His green Audi beat son Daniel Kalyan’s pink Audi by 2.7 laps.  
 
JT Hughes-Dowd was a lap behind Daniel and 1.2 ahead of Simon Rankin’s Aston Martin. 
Macaully Dutson running in his first Group E set of races, which suited him down to the ground, 
took 25th with Dan Hughes-Dowd closing out our second largest grid to date, in 26th. 
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More refuelling, Chris Cooper offers a sugar rush to Sophie Aisthorpe and Lewis Blacker 
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Round 05 
 Imola  

 

07th February 2023 

 

Race Report 
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Group C, (LtoR), Laura Edwards, Thomas, Jag Kalyan, Richard Booth and Dave Edwards 
with Phil at Race Control 

 

 
 

Group B, (LtoR), Phil, John, Chris, Lee Pateman, Martin Thorpe and Lewis with Dean 
Garbett at Race Control 
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Simon makes it three wins from five starts in ‘23 
 

Simon Goodlip made up for his misdemeanour in Round 4 with an emphatic win in Round 5 by 
1.7 laps from back to back Pole sitter Geoff Peach! A frantic Group A race saw a little too much 
bellowing from racers (see Podium below!) to marshals and therefore for the rest of the evening 
the tables were turned, and other Group racers gave the Group A marshals some of their own 
medicine. Hopefully that will calm things down in the future! This was Geoff’s best ever finish in 35 
starts, his previous best being third on 12Apr22. With just one win in ’22 this was Simon’s third in 
’23 already. 
 

Round 4 winner Angus Smith  had to wait a short while to confirm he took third here. As the power 
was switched off his car coasted past the first tenth marker. It was initially thought that he was 0.6 
laps down on Dean Garbett as a car couldn’t coast that far from the start line. However analysing 
the SmartRace App it showed that his last recorded lap (his 80th) was nearly ten seconds ago. 
Clearly ten seconds hadn’t passed since he last crossed the finish line, so he was awarded 81.1 
laps beating Dean by 0.4 laps, as well as taking a record 29th fastest lap. Dean was also good with 
this as he believed Angus was ahead of him. This made sure we always check every race if a car 
stops after the finish line.  
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Phil, absorbed by data, talking stats with Round 5 winner Simon Goodlip 
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Steve White jumped three places from Round 5 with fifth here, matching Group B winner Martin 
Thorpe on 79.6 laps. We were so close to a triple fifth place finish with Lewis Blacker just 0.1 
laps further back and Phil Rees another 0.1 laps back. Nick Sismey dropped to ninth and closed 
out Group A. 
 
Richard Booth took his second of three Group C wins in tenth overall with John Yates exactly a 
lap behind Richard. Jono Johnson continued to move up the leader board. His second Group E 
win of the night saw him in 12th, beating his previous best of 14th a year ago in his first evening at 
DHORC. Tom Gray beat Laura Edwards to lucky 13th by 0.2 laps, while Laura enjoyed showing 
hubby Dave Edwards, further down the grid, the way home this time.  
 

 
 
Again recording the sixth fastest lap of the Round Lee Pateman was in the midfield with 15th 
holding off Chris Cooper by half a lap. Jag Kalyan’s new Group C placing was in the balance 
with 17th, four places better than Round 5. He would need to match or better that in Round 6 to 
stay put. John Lamb was again second in Group E with 18th holding off our Mr Edwards by 0.1 
laps. Stuart Gray shared the 71 lap score with these two with 71.1, another 0.2 laps back. This 
was his fifth Group D win, and probably his most emphatic by 5.3 laps. It was also his first back to 
back Group win, finishing in 20th. 
 
JJ Hughes-Dowd was 1.3 laps ahead of fellow Group D racer Daniel Kalyan, while Group E racer 
Macaully Dutson split Group D in half. Simon Rankin lead the second half of Group D in 24th 
with JT Hughes-Dowd beating dad Dan Hughes-Dowd to 25th. 
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Geoff Peach recorded his best Carrera Digital result in Round 5 with second 
 

 
 

Richard’s best result of the night was in Round 4 with 9th, taking 10th in Round 5 
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Round 06 
 Imola  

 

07th February 2023 

 

Race Report 
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Steve White pulled out all the stops to win Round 6 
 

 
 

Martin took 7th, 5th and 7th on Tuesday night 
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Steve gets it together in Round 6 
 

Steve White gave himself a good talking to between Round 5 and Round 6 pulling out all the stops 
to take his first race win of 2023 to go with his three in 2022. He also took his second fastest lap 
to add to the one recorded on 23Aug22, to finish off the second DHORC Carrera Digital Evening 
of the year in style! 
 

Dean Garbett, still looking for his first win of the year, repeated his Round 4 performance with 
second, 0.8 laps back from Steve. With him missing the Paul Ricard Test on 14Feb23 and the first 
Paul Ricard race on 07Mar23 he will be chaffing at the bit to get that first win of the year in April! 
Simon Goodlip maintained his Championship lead with third equal here, sharing the third step of 
the podium with reigning Champion Angus Smith. Angus had taken his record 27th Pole earlier 
thanks to his fastest lap in Round 5. Simon also closes the gap in the Ranking to Angus. Who will 
lead that after Evening 3? 
 

Lewis Blacker was on it in for the last Round of the Evening missing out on a podium place by 
0.6 laps in fifth. Despite beating Martin Thorpe to the Group B win here he would swap places 
with him in the Group for the Paul Ricard evening, Martin moving to the top of the Group! He would 
also remain in second in the Group Challenge, albeit five points behind Phil Rees rather than the 
one point after Round 3. Nick Sismey would split these two in the final order of play of Round 6. 
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Don’t tell Phil but Jag accidentally pulled out the connectors from their housing on one of 
the power straights, with his chair! Lewis kindly helps him to repair it. 
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Chris Cooper made it four Group B racers in the top eight however he would drop two places in 
the ranking during the Evening, to the back of the Group B grid, but still within shouting distance 
of another podium finish. Jono Johnson was on fire on Tuesday, again beating his best finish, 
only set at the previous Round, by three places taking ninth with his DTM BMW to take a third 
straight Group E finish.  
 

After the heady heights of second in Round 5  Geoff Peach dropped to an uncharacteristic tenth 
here. Despite this the whole of Group A maintain their grid positions for the next Evening, all six 
remaining in Orange on the Ranking chart! The only Group to do so. 
 

 
 

John Yates was the most consistent bar one on Tuesday night, taking 11th in every Round. Just 
to match that he remains in 11th in the rankings. He was just 0.1 laps behind Geoff. A further lap 
back was Phil in 12th, sharing it with triple Group C winner Richard Booth. Phil’s results over the 
Evening took him from B6 to B4 and helped him to extend his lead in the Group Championship. 
Richard moves up one grid slot, C2 to C1, for the next Evening.   
 

Lee Pateman went even quicker in Round 6 with the 5th fastest lap, 14th overall leaving him in the 
same place in Group B for Paul Ricard. Stuart Gray was the only racer to move up a Group after 
the last Imola Evening. His third straight Group D win of the evening moves him from D2 to C6. JJ 
Hughes-Dowd again led home his family with 16th ahead of John Lamb, a mere 0.2 laps 
separating the two. JJ remains in D1 on the grid while Razor drops two places in the ranking but 
remains in E2.  
 

Jag Kalyan not only maintained his new Group C placing but also improved on his grid slot from 
C3 to C2 thanks to some good lap times. Even in 18th here he was second in Group C holding off 
fellow Group C racer Tom Gray. Tom’s 19 Group points on Tuesday moves him from third to 
second in the Championship although he moves from C4 to C5 for 07Mar23. Laura Edwards did 
the double over Dave Edwards with 20th here to hubby’s 22nd however she drops into Group D for 
the next Evening, C5 becoming D2, matching JJ on Ranking points. 
 

JT Hughes-Dowd was the meat in the Edward’s sandwich taking an evening best of 21st, 2.4 laps 
ahead of Dave. He swaps Group D grid positions with dad Dan Hughes-Dowd, moving from D6 
to D5, just 0.444 ranking points separating the two.  
 

Daniel Kalyan was just 0.1 laps behind Dave taking fourth in Group D and 23rd overall. Both he 
and Simon Rankin, who finished in 25th in the last race at Imola, move up a place in the Ranking 
charts. However they remain in their same grid slots in Group D for the next Evening. Macaully 
Dutson enjoyed running in Group E leading to an early evening, taking 24th with Dan closing out 
the last race at Imola in 26th. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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The top five placings in the Best off Chart belong to Group A, only Nick Sismey (far left) 
lets the Group down. Geoff, Steve, Dean Garbett, Simon and Angus all hold their own! 

 

 
 

Laura Edwards almost matches hubby Dave Edwards in the Best off Chart. She also beat 
Dave twice on Tuesday night, although he leads her in the main Championship stakes. 
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Daniel Kalyan was 
again a top marshal on 

Tuesday night 
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Group D was dominated by Dan Hughes-Dowd and sons JJ Hughes-Dowd  
and JT Hughes-Dowd (below) with JJ taking home the family prize. 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Both Dean and Lewis (with some training) helped Phil with Race Control 
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Darryn Mutch was a great help keeping the results up to date 
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I do believe I 
beat you twice 
tonight darling! 

You did darling. Now 
I know what BMW 

stands for, 
 “Beaten (by) My Wife!” 
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Chris Cooper kept us all informed as to when he was going to arrive and when tea time 
was. It meant he was able to run in all three Rounds on Tuesday night! 

 

 
 

Despite an awful cold Phil made sure the Evening ran smoothly – thanks Phil! 
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It was flat out before the penultimate corner, but you had to get your braking right 
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Lee and most of the Paul Ricard grid will move up a place  
when Dean misses the next round! 

 

 
 

I nearly ran out of digital film before Sophie Aisthorpe was happy with her picture 
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Members’ Statistics 
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1.0 Evenings 
 

Two Evenings run on the same circuit, seven Race and two Sprint circuits in 2023. 
 

1.1 Race Groups  Up to a maximum of four Race Groups of six racers based on Ranking 

(last 9 Races) with the top six ranked racers in Group A, then Group 
B, Group C and Group D. If there are less than 24 racers on an Evening 
then the Race Groups will be adjusted accordingly as equally as 
possible. Stop Press: We are looking at running earlier Races, from 
around 17:00 hours, for Reserve racers, if there are over 24 racers, as 
a trial. Reserve racers have advised they can arrive earlier. 

 

1.2 Qualifying  One crash and burn lap at the end of that track’s Test Night for the 1st 

Round at any track. For the 2nd Round on each circuit the fastest lap 
from either Qualifying above or the 1st Round. Thereafter the fastest 
lap from the last two Rounds for any subsequent Rounds.  

 

This also reads across to Sprint Races on a shorter version of that 
circuit if that circuit is chosen to hold Sprint Races. 

 

1.3 Race  15-minutes with a maximum of six cars per Race Group, with a 
minimum of three Races for all competitors on the night (Depending 
on the number of competitors) Anyone can win overall from any Race 
Group, the winner recording the most laps plus tenths. If more than 
one racer finishes on the same lap and tenth in any position it will be 
deemed a draw. 

 

Races begin at 18:00 hours, racers to advise if they can’t make it or 
will be late. We will do our best to ensure all racers run in all Races. 

 

1.4 Race Points  Points awarded down to 24th (possibly 27th) place for each Race with 
additional points awarded for the top five fastest laps. 75% of the Club 
Nights run will count towards the Championship so if a racer competes 
in all Club Nights their best 75% of points will count.  

 

 

Rules & 
Regulations 
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1.5 Group Points  Championship based on Group Points with the same points awarded 
to A, B, C and D Groups. More points awarded for improved finishing 
position i.e. A6 winning Group A awarded 11 points (five extra points 
for moving up five places), A1 just 6 points. 

 

                                              
 

1.6 Sprint Race  Two 5-minutes Sprint Races at two separate Evenings with six cars 
per Sprint Race Group, with a maximum of two Sprint Races for all 
competitors on the night. Anyone can win overall from any Group, the 
winner recording the most laps plus tenths. 

 

These will take place at the second Brands Hatch and Sakhir Evenings 
in 2023 after two 15-minute Races earlier in the evening. The Sprint 
Races will be run on a shorter version of the tracks. 

 

   
 

1.7 Sprint Points  Half points awarded down to 24th (possibly 27th) place for each Sprint 

Race with additional half points awarded for the top five fastest laps.  
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   1.8 Sprint Group Points  
Half Group points awarded for each Sprint Race. 

 

    
 

1.9 Fuel Usage  Fuel usage will be reviewed for each circuit with an increased 

consumption agreed for any lap completed under an agreed lap time. 
Fuel stops will add 10% of a full tank per second. 

 

1.10 Car Usage  Different cars can be used for each Evening but cannot be changed 

during the Evening unless it has an issue that cannot be rectified. 
 

Key: Race = Round = Club Night. Evening = whole evening of racing 
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2.0 Cars 
 

Carrera DTM, GT2, GT3 and GTE Racing Cars running the latest chassis. 
 

 
 

2.1 Bodies  No modification or floating body screws  
 

2.2 Lights  Must be working. Older Evolution cars do not contain lights as standard 

so chipped lights would need to be fitted. 
 

2.3 Aerials/Mirrors  Can be removed 
 

2.4 Rear Wings   Must be fitted at the beginning of the meeting. If they break off and can’t 
be refitted, then the uprights must be replaced with rubber and fitted for 
the next meeting.  

 

2.5 Chassis          No modifications  
 

2.6 Axles     
 

2.6.1 Front Either standard Carrera or complete axle supplied by DHORC (Approx. 
£4) 

 

2.6.2 Rear  Either standard Carrera or the following Slot.it Rear Axle Kit Pt No 
KK07C - 28t Inline Crown with 17.3x9.75mm hubs. (Approx. £14) 
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As some cars require different size hubs it was agreed that the following parts, to make up the 
rear axle, could be bought separately if need be: - 
 

Aluminium Hubs 17.3x9.75x1.5    W1730975A 
Crown Gear 28Tooth Inline     GI28-Bz 
Bronze Bearings x2     PA-68 
Axle 54mm x1      PA01-54 
Wheel Hub Spacers 1mm x 2    PA-51 
     

Alternative thinner Hubs 17.3x8.2x1.5   W17308215A 
 

2.7 Front Magnet      Must be removed 
 

2.8 Tyres  Rear, standard or supplied by DHORC. Front, free but must touch the 
track and rotate when the car is running. Both can be reprofiled. 

 

2.9 Motor  Standard or PSR Mabuchi Motor, supplied by Pendle Slot Racing. 

Ready to race motor available from DHORC. 
 

2.10 Guide Blade  Standard Carrera and not an aftermarket product. Original can be 

helped to stay in place with either a piece of rubber or a grub screw. 
 

 2.11 Min Height  A minimum height between the base of the rear magnet holder and the 

provided Technical Plate agreed at 1mm. This is because the rear 
magnet holders on different cars are closer to the track, giving better 
road holding. We want all cars to have the same level of road holding, 
so we can make all cars competitive. 

 

 2.12 Chassis Weights 

A maximum of 5 grammes can to be fitted by doubled sided tape only. 
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3.0 Driving & Racing Standards (Based on The Digital Slot Car Association Rules) 
 

3.1. Any car on the circuit must be compliant with the GT rules. 
 

3.2. Any indiscretion against stated regulations will be punishable by penalty (to be agreed). 
 

3.3. When lapping a slower car, it is the responsibility of the faster car to change lanes and 
perform an overtake. Lapped cars should remain in their current lane until the faster car has 
passed. 
 

3.3.1. Intentionally blocking of a faster car when lapping is illegal 
3.3.2. Intentionally blocking a car fighting for position on the same lap is allowed 

 

3.4. Contact from cars racing on the same lane, in proximity, is to be expected. Intentional or 
excessive contact is not allowed. Penalties (to be agreed) will be issued in the following 
circumstances: - 
 

3.4.1. Intentional or excessive contact with another car 
3.4.2. De-slotting another car by driving into the back of it 
3.4.3. Intentionally stopping on the circuit 
3.4.4. Excessive blocking by changing lanes when being lapped 

 

3.5. Illegal contact may be reported by any participant of the meeting 
 

3.6. Cars may be requested to pit for attention under the following circumstances: - 
 

3.6.1. Any functional or mechanical part of the car has become completely detached from 
the car 
3.6.2. A wing or spoiler becomes broken, completely detached from the body, or it is 
clear to the official at race control that when viewing the car from their normal position, 
that it is damaged 
3.6.3. The required number of headlights/taillights are not working 
3.6.4. A car is otherwise causing a hazard that may damage the circuit or other cars on 
the circuit 

 

3.7. If any session is paused (red flagged), the following restrictions apply: - 
 

3.7.1. Cars must not be removed from the track, where they have come to stop 
3.7.2. Any car in the pit at the time of the red flag must have no further work completed 
on it until the session is resumed 
3.7.3. Drivers may leave their station only under the direction of race control 

 

3.8. During Parc Ferme conditions, cars may only be worked on under the supervision of an 
official 
 

3.9. Slow or malfunctioning cars should move to the inside lane (or lane nearest to the pit) 
and pit as soon as possible. Race control should be notified that there is a slow car on circuit 
so other drivers may be warned 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Paul Ricard 
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The Circuit Paul Ricard is a French motorsport race track built in 1969 at Le Castellet, Var, 

near Marseille, with finance from pastis magnate Paul Ricard. Ricard wanted to experience the 
challenge of building a racetrack. The circuit has hosted the FIA Formula One French Grand Prix 
intermittently from 1971 to 2022. 
 

The track is characterised by its 1.8 km (1.1 mi) long Mistral straight and elongated track design. 
The track is also unusual in that it is built on a plateau: it is very flat. In 1986 the track was modified 
to shorten the circuit, by adding shortcut through to the middle of the Mistral Straight. This shorter 
circuit was also known as the GP short circuit and was 3.812 km (2.369 mi) long. After the 
modifications in 2000–2005, the track offers 247 possible configurations from 0.828 km (0.514 mi) 
to the full 5.858 km (3.640 mi). The track's elevation ranges from 408 to 441 m (1,339 to 1,447 ft) 
above sea level. Its flexibility and mild winter weather mean that it is used for testing by several 
motorsport teams, including Formula One teams. 
 

The track is known for its distinctive black and blue run-off areas known as the Blue Zone. The 
runoff surface consists of a mixture of asphalt and tungsten, used instead of gravel traps, as 
common at other circuits. A second, deeper run-off area is the Red Zone, with a more abrasive 
surface designed to maximize tyre grip and hence minimize braking distance, although at the cost 
of extreme tyre wear. The final safeguard consists of Tecpro barriers, a modern improvement on 
tyre barriers. 
 

In 2019 the pitlane entry was moved following safety concerns. The entry, which was previously 
accessed via the main straight, is now situated between the final two corners (turns 14 and 15). 
 

 

Circuit History 
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	Angus begins evening with second win of year
	Simon makes it three wins from five starts in ‘23
	Steve gets it together in Round 6
	Points!

