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Front Cover: Our two newest winner Lewis Blacker and JJ Hughes-Dowd. 
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Three winners from three Groups!  What an Evening 

of racing with two new winners together with my first win of the 
year. It was great to now have six winners this year with Lewis 
Blacker and JJ Hughes-Dowd joining me on that list. I know 
we had the Wi-Fi issue and so had to make a quick decision 
to keep the Evening running by deciding that all had to use full 
brakes, but it did shake up the order somewhat. It is all back 
up and running now so normal service will resume at Le Mans. 
 

A big DHORC welcome to our three newest Members that all 
joined on Tuesday. Mick Smith and son-in-law Lee Patterson 
joined after Phil Rees and I met Mick at Roger Barker Slots, 
while Andrew Staniec, another former Quorn race, met Steve 
White at Tesco’s and was encouraged to come along.   
 

This magazine, like Issue 14, is so large we have again had to 
split into two Parts – enjoy! 
 

Nick Sismey  
 

Editorial 
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News & Views…………...…………..………016.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 46,47 & 48  
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Simon Rankin Packing Away  
Angus Smith Setting Up, Scrutineering & PA Richard Booth Packing Away  
Lewis Blacker Race Control & Packing Away Martin Thorpe Packing Away 
John Lamb  Setting Up    Jag Kalyan  Packing Away 
Dean Garbett Packing Away   Dan Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Simon Goodlip Race Control & Packing Away JT Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Lee Pateman Packing Away    JJ Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Daniel Kalyan Packing Away   Tom Gray  Packing Away 
Stuart Gray Packing Away    
  

2. Easter trip to Roger Barker Slots – 08Apr23 
 

 
 
 
Phil Rees and I made a trip to Roger Barker Slots 
at Sutton-on-Trent on Saturday 08Apr23. It was 
certainly busy with over 70 visitors during the day. 
There was an egg hunt where the winners 
received £10 off what they bought as well as a 
free raffle.  
 

We even picked up a Carrera Digital extension 
pack which was approximately 50% cheaper than 
its component parts, if bought separately. On top 
of that we also met up with Mick Smith who was 
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buying up whatever Carrera Digital track he could find as he is looking to build a new track at home. 
In addition we also met up with Jon Roberts. They may well come along to our Road Atlanta Test 
to see what is the art of the possible.  
 

 
 

3. Thank you IONOS – our website hosting company. 
 

Great news! I called up IONOS, who host our www.dhorc.co.uk website, as we received an e-mail 
from them saying our monthly fee was going to go up from £8.44 to £14.06. I was concerned with 
the 40% hike in costs! Not only did they agree to forego this increase, they said that as we have 
been a long term customer (since 2012) they will also cancel the £8.44 a month. This means we 
just pay the annual £68.27. Thank you IONOS, what fantastic support for our little club! 
 

 

http://www.dhorc.co.uk/
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4. Andrew Woodhouse testing in Phil’s man cave. 
 

Andrew Woodhouse, who races at the HO Club Nights with sons Ellis and Jenson, had his first 
experience with the larger Carrera Digital cars in Phil Rees’ man cave on Thursday 13Apr23. He 
is hoping to join us at the Road Atlanta test on 18Apr23. 

 

 
 

5. Hump re-introduced to Le Mans Mulsanne straight. 
 

They may have taken the top off the hump just after the kink at the real Le Mans, following a couple 
of car flips. However we have re-introduced it for our Le Mans. It will be situated where the red oval 
is shown below. Should make for some interesting racing! 
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6.  DHORC’s Sakhir springs up in Trois-Rivieres! 
 

How about this?  Pascal Lafreniere from Trois-Rivieres in Quebec, Canada, sent me an e-mail 
about the Slotcar Québec/Canada Club who ran a replica of our Carrera Digital designed Sakhir 
circuit for a 3-hour race! They even used a picture of our circuit to advertise their event.  They ran 
Carrera Digital GT cars like ours but with both magnets in compared to us just running the rear 
magnet. 
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7. Pascal Lafreniere’s home track 
 

Pascal, who helped to run the Sakhir 3-hour race mentioned above, also has a very nice 74 foot 
three level Carrera Digital home track. He speaks little English, and I speak virtually no French, but 
we were able to understand enough to cover both subjects. 
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8. Stuart’s Road Atlanta track supports. 
 

Thanks so much to Stuart Gray for sorting the Road Atlanta track supports. Looking forward to 
seeing them doing their stuff on 18Apr23 at the Test. 

 

 
 

 
 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 15      

9. DHORC at the Donington Historic Festival 
 

A big thank you to the DHORC Members who supported the Donington Historic Festival over the 
weekend of 29/30Apr23. Phil Rees and Dan Hughes-Dowd did both days while Lewis Blacker, 
JJ Hughes-Dowd, Darryn Mutch, Caroline & Steve White supported Saturday, with 
 

 
 

JT Hughes-Dowd, Laura & Dave Edwards, John Lamb and Liam Smith supporting Sunday. 
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With over 500 racers taking to our track over the two days the event was one of our most 
successful at Donington Park since 2017. 
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On display at the Donington Historic Festival was a full-sized replica of Ayrton Senna's 
helmet made of nearly 50,000 Swarovski crystals, to celebrate his famous win at the 
European Grand Prix at Donington Park 30 years ago. 
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Over the weekend we had four Adult leaders, recording the most laps in 2-minutes, with James 
Bostock top of the leader board at the end of play on 14.6 laps. 
 
There were two Junior leaders with Jackson Fry (not shown) leading the way for the Juniors on 
13.8 laps. 
 
A fantastic weekend let’s hope we are invited back in 2024. 
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 10.David, Mick, Lee and Andrew Testing at Phil’s. 
 

David and Mick Smith, together with Lee Patterson and Andrews Staniec (the latter three all 
new Members) were testing at Phil’s man cave on Friday 05May23 ready for the first race at Road 
Atlanta. David actually can’t make that race as he works late during the week but will run as a Non-
member at the Le Mans race on 3Jun23, when Lee is away on hols. Thanks for helping them all 
out Phil. 
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11. Apologies for the Wi-Fi issues at Road Atlanta 
Thanks to all for working with us on Tuesday night when we had to race without Wi-Fi.  We had 
never had this situation before and made the decision to run full brakes for all as we believed most 
people ran full brakes. We were therefore surprised to find out how many of you didn’t. In hindsight 
we could have probably run full brakes in Round 13, half brakes in Round 14 and no brakes in 
Round 15. That is what we will do if we have the same problem in the future. 
 

Rob Bright, right below, came in to try and fix it. He proved it wasn’t any of the devices in the room, 
then (talking to him on Thursday night) he found out on Wednesday that in fact it was a wire he 
hadn’t replaced in the correct slot in a new board he had fitted the previous week. He and Darryn 
Mutch tried to set something else up on Tuesday night but that didn’t work unfortunately. 
 

I’m pleased to say when I visited on Thursday I confirmed it was back up and working, so we are 
all good for Le Mans on 2/3Jun23. We are also looking at having our own back up router for the 
future just in case. 
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12. Trip to UK Slot Car Festival 
 

Phil Rees and I will be attending the UK Slot Car Festival on Saturday 20May23. 
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  13.Le Mans’ 100th Anniversary event will soon be here 
 

Looking forward to our Le Mans test on 02Jun23 followed by our first races on the French circuit 
on Saturday 03Jun23, which hopefully will see our biggest grid to date with seven Non-Members 
in attendance. Please see the current Race Groups as I write overleaf. We will decide with all on 
the day how many Rounds we will have. If folk only want to race part of the day then that is fine. 
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Nick Sismey 
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Acknowledgments 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Simon Rankin Packing Away  
Angus Smith Setting Up, Scrutineering & PA Dean Garbett Packing Away 
John Lamb  Setting Up    Jag Kalyan  Packing Away 
John Yates  Setting Up    Daniel Kalyan Packing Away 
Jono Johnson  Barriers    Sophie Aisthorpe Packing Away  
Lewis Blacker Race Control & Track Dismantle  JJ Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Packing Away   JT Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Richard Booth Track Dismantle   Simon Goodlip Packing Away 
Martin Thorpe Track Dismantle   Stuart Gray  Packing Away  
Steve White Track Dismantle    
    

Overview 
 
Road Atlanta became an instant success on Tuesday night. New Member Mick Smith was the first 
to put some laps on the track as he hadn’t run Carrera Digital before so needed some practice. 
Having only run Scalextric previously he was amazed just how smooth the track was and how nice 
the cars drove. The undulations Phil Rees built into the track, with the help of Stuart Gray, made 
it even more magical to drive. Lee Pateman and many others said it was our best track to date. 
 

HO racer Andrew Woodhouse also came along for his first venture into Carrera Digital and like 
Mick loved it so will be starting his first Club Night on 09May23 alongside Mick and his son-in-law 
Lee Patterson. Lee watched from the side lines on Tuesday, alongside Mick’s daughter Liz, who 
both did their fair share of marshalling. He was also hooked so we will have three new Members 
at Evening 16. Welcome all. 
 

Dean Garbett also returned to DHORC for the first time since 07Feb23 at the Carrera Digital Imola 
Evening. For a myriad of reasons he hasn’t been able to attend any HO or CD meetings, so it was 
great to see him back! 
 

Only Dean and Gary Skipp didn’t manage to get in five off 5-minute test races on the night (their 
late arrival meant they did four apiece) but the remaining 25 racers all got their full quota in. Initially 
the first uphill section took a bit of getting used to with cars taking off and barrel rolling down the 
long curved downhill section. However that soon curtailed as folk got used to the yump. The most 
exciting part of the circuit was on the return section where cars were taking off as the track suddenly 
dipped down towards the sharp Esses at Turns 10A and 10B.  
 

There were some enormous crashes going into 10A, especially if folk hadn’t got full brakes 
switched on, on the SmartRace Connect App. It was almost impossible to stop without it! We will 
move the barrier back at the foot of the hill for the Club Nights.  
 

Also you had to practice getting into the pits with the last lane change on the hill approaching the 
final turn. It will be interesting to see how folk cope on 09May23, there are bound to be some 
missed pits! 
 

Current Championship leader Simon Goodlip set both the Fastest Lap of the night at 8.203 
seconds and Pole Position at 8.318 seconds with his Audi, while reigning Champion Angus Smith 
set the most laps in 5-minutes with 32.2 Laps. Will we see our first 100 lap 15-minute race at Road 
Atlanta? Steve White and Angus joined Simon on the Podium after Qualifying. 
 

With the sixth Fastest Lap during the Test being 8.721 seconds we have added the usual 0.2 
seconds leaving the 25% extra fuel usage lap time at 8.900 seconds for 09May23. 
 

Thanks all for an incredible evening, I simply couldn’t sleep afterwards from all the excitement! 
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New racer Mick Smith was the first to notch up some laps on the new Road Atlanta 
 

 
 

Cars handed into Angus Smith at Scrutineering 
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Phil Rees codes the cars in. 
 

 
 

JJ Hughes-Dowd marshalling the downhill Turns 10A & 10B. Dad, Dan and brother JT also 
took their turns (pun intended 😊 ) marshalling there.  
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Lewis Blacker, with partner Sophie Aisthorpe, had clearly fixed his Ferrari’s woes 
recording the third Fastest Lap on the night and taking fourth in Qualifying. 
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There were five Groups running on Tuesday night – here’s Group A, B & C 
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New to Carrera Digital, Mick, and Andrew Woodhouse joined Group D 
 

 
 

Digital guru Gary Skipp joined both Group D and E to get in four races 
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Dean Garbett is back!! 
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27 racers and between 30 & 40 cars graced the new Road Atlanta on Tuesday 



   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


