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Front Cover: Simon Goodlip scrutineering Max Farnsworth’s Red Bull Ferrari 
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Merci beacoup to everyone who took part in our first Friday/ 

Saturday event at Le Mans on 17/18Nov23. To fit in three Test runs, 
Qualifying and six Club Nights over the Friday evening and 
throughout the day on Saturday was a great effort by everyone. 
Congratulations to Gary Skipp for equalling the DHORC-CD record 
of four consecutive race wins, to Simon Goodlip for taking two wins 
and Lewis Blacker one. 
 

Congratulations also to Simon (Page 5) for taking the 2023 
Championship. Unfortunately his closest rival and reigning 
Champion Angus Smith missed his first ever Carrera Digital Event 
for personal reasons and therefore couldn’t continue to challenge 
Simon. Welcome to new Member Victor de Oliveira (Page 7) and 
to Non Member Terry Mullen (Page 7) who both ran at Le Mans for 
the first time. 
 

The AGM on 21Nov23 was well attended, thanks to all. The minutes 
will be included in the Issue 024 Magazine.  
 

Finally thanks to all who supported the Fuji DiSCA Oxigen 6-hour 
race on 25Nov23 (Page 9) 
 

Nick Sismey 
 

Editorial 
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News & Views…………...…………..………023.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 69 to 74  
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Liam Smith  Marshalling & PA  
John Lamb  Tables    Martin Thorpe Marshalling & PA 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd  Setting Up & Marshalling  JT Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering, Marshalling & PA Richard Booth Marshalling & PA  
Lewis Blacker Race Control, Marshalling & PA Max Farnsworth Marshalling  
Dean Garbett Race Control, Marshalling & PA Macaully Dutson Marshalling 
Daniel Kalyan  Marshalling & Packing Away Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Laura Edwards Marshalling & Packing Away Dave Edwards Marshalling & PA 
Simon Rankin Marshalling & Packing Away Victor de Oliveira Marshalling & PA  
Geoff Peach Marshalling     Terry Mullen  Marshalling 
Gary Skipp  Marshalling & Packing Away  
    

2. Simon Goodlip – 2023 Carrera Digital Champion 
 

Congratulations to Simon Goodlip for taking the 2023 Carrera Digital Championship with one 
Evening to go. Unfortunately, reigning, and inaugural Champion, Angus Smith, who was the only 
racer able to beat Simon, was unable to attend the six Le Mans Club Nights last weekend, and 
therefore wasn’t able to keep the Championship alive. 
 

Simon only won one Club Night in 2022, however in 2023 he has already taken 15 wins (to Angus’ 
10)  and could break Angus’ 2022 record of 16 wins in a year with three more Club Nights remaining 
in 2023 on 12Dec23 at the Daytona Sports Car Circuit. Not only has Simon become our second 
Carrera Digital Champion but he has used his experience to help many others within the club, 
setting up their cars etc. He has also run Race Control on numerous occasions and stepped into 
the breach to manage Scrutineering at Le Mans in Angus’ absence. Congrats again Simon and 
thanks for your continued support. 
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3. Welcome to new Member – Victor de Oliveira. 
 

A big DHORC welcome to Victor de Oliveira from Brackley in Northamptonshire. Victor recently 
took up a post as Head of Aerodynamic Testing Operations at Andretti Racing following a tenure 
at Williams. Therefore he knows a bit about the technical side of motor sport! 
 

 
 

4. Welcome to Non Member  – Terry Mullen. 
 

Another big DHORC welcome to Terry Mullen who became the first racer to run as a Non Member 
at a Carrera Digital event. He ran in three of the Le Mans Club Nights on Saturday. He remembers 
scrutineering my racing Alfa many years ago, so we already had something in common! 
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5. DiSCA Oxigen Fuji 6-hour race – 25Nov23. 
 

Thank you to Gary Skipp for organising and running the second DiSCA Oxigen endurance event 
of the year in our Table Tennis Club Room on 25Nov23. Seven teams ran with four Hypercars and 
three GT cars (see cars and teams overleaf) on our Carrera Fuji circuit with Digital lane changers 
converted to Oxigen in a six-hour race. 
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Phil Rees, JJ Hughes-Dowd and Nick Sismey were targeted to run in the DHORC team, 
however, unfortunately Phil contracted the dreaded lurgy so couldn’t take part. A real pity as he 
had prepared the Jota Porsche 963 below for the team. Luckily JT Hughes-Dowd stepped into the 
breach with Phil being kept up to date on a regular basis.  
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Other DHORC Members who raced on the day were Lewis Blacker, John Lamb, Steve White 
and Martin Thorpe who kindly showed JJ and JT how to work the more complicated hand 
controller than the one we normally use on a Carrera Digital Club Night.  
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Just after 11:00 hours the grid formed, with the top two in each class taking the front four places 
on the grid after a 20-minute Hyperpole. Then we were off for six hours of intense racing. 
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With thanks to Dan Hughes-Dowd for helping with marshalling and to John & Annette Yates 
helping to pack away along with our other Members after a very interesting day. Just under an hour 
after the race finished we were on our way home with everything packed. Final results can be found 
here https://www.slotforum.com/threads/disca-6h-of-fuji-wec-25th-november-2023-dhorc.212248/ 

 

 

https://www.slotforum.com/threads/disca-6h-of-fuji-wec-25th-november-2023-dhorc.212248/
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Acknowledgments 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Liam Smith  Marshalling 
John Lamb  Tables    Martin Thorpe Marshalling 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling  Steve White  Marshalling  
Dan Hughes-Dowd  Setting Up & Marshalling  JT Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering & Marshalling Richard Booth Marshalling  
Lewis Blacker Race Control & Marshalling Max Farnsworth Marshalling  
Gary Skipp  Marshalling    Macaully Dutson Marshalling 
Daniel Kalyan  Marshalling    Jag Kalyan  Marshalling  
Laura Edwards Marshalling    Dave Edwards Marshalling  
Geoff Peach Marshalling    Victor de Oliveira Marshalling   
 

Overview 
 

At 09:00 hours on Friday 17Nov23, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Stuart Gray, Phil Rees and Nick Sismey 
began the build of the 132’ Le Mans track that should have been built in June. However due to 
some extreme external issues it was postponed until November. By 09:30 hours it was realised 
that the proposed track wouldn’t fit in the Table Tennis Room with enough room for everyone to 
move around. Therefore Phil was left to his own devices to rectify the situation and within another 
30-minutes we were back on with a 122’ 7” circuit that ran rather well! The only issue was the lack 
of lane changers once the Porsche Curves had been entered, until just before the ‘S’ du Tertre 
Rouge. But it was the same for all and folk would soon get used to it. Nice one Phil and thanks to 
the other three constructors. 
 

Unusually for a Test Night, as well as Qualifying, there would also be one 15-minute Club Night on 
the Friday night. This was because we simply couldn’t fit six races in on the Saturday, especially if 
there had been a full grid of 36 racers. Unfortunately the would-be grid record soon dissipated as 
we lost numerous racers for different reasons. Many due to the usual bugs going around this time 
of year. We hope all feel better soon. 
 

We still saw 20 racers on the grid, which for many slot car clubs would be exceptional. We also 
added a new Member, Victor de Oliveira (Page 39) from Brackley, who arrived early for some 
practice. Lewis Blacker set the most laps and the fastest lap at the Test with Simon Goodlip 
taking Pole for the 18th time and 17th in 2023.  
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Thumbs up from Phil Rees as Daniel Kalyan helps to code in everyone’s cars for the Test, 
Qualifying and first Le Mans Club Night. 
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The Groups were the same for Testing and the first Club Night. Here Group D getting 
ready for the off – Victor de Oliveira, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Max Farnsworth,  

Macaully Dutson and Stuart Gray 
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Martin Thorpe helping out with Victor’s Ferrari after the rear axle seized. 
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Dan was the first racer to run in the one lap shoot out Qualifying with his Aston. 
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Lewis Blacker was very pleased with taking the most laps and fastest lap in Qualifying. 
 

 
 

As was Simon Goodlip with his 18th Pole position. 
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Round 36 
 

                             
 

17th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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The Le Mans track was slimmed down by just under 10’ to fit in the Table Tennis Room 
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Lewis took his second career win on Friday night. 
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Lewis kicks off the weekend with a win! 
 

Lewis Blacker was the first racer up to speed on the all new Le Mans circuit! After setting the most 
and fastest lap(s) in the three 5-minute test runs everyone had earlier in the Evening he carried 
that performance through to our first ever Friday night 15-minute Race. He soon put out of his mind 
the fact that he had crashed his Ferrari into the boonies in Qualifying, sharing 17th with three others. 
Being the first race at Le Mans Lewis set the laps track record at an initial 76.8 laps, 0.7 laps ahead 
of Pole sitter, for the 18th time (17 – 2023) and Champion elect, Simon Goodlip. Lewis also set 
the second quickest lap during the race so took home 44 points out of a maximum 45 on the way 
to his second career victory. 
 
Martin Thorpe clearly liked Le Mans as he made it two Group B racers on the Podium just a lap 
behind Simon, while Phil Rees kept the ‘B’ flavour going taking fourth a further 0.9 laps back. 
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Gary Skipp,  a fan of all things Le Mans, made his intentions for the weekend known by taking his 
first career fastest lap, which in turn would be his first Pole at the next race as his lap time of 10.020 
beat Simon’s 10.041 in the one lap Qualifying. The best of the last two lap times is awarded Pole 
in the next Club Night. Gary’s previous best had been the second quickest lap on 13Jun23. Jag 
Kalyan in his only race of the weekend, as he had to work the next day, took a remarkable sixth 
with the seventh fastest lap, beating his previous PB of eighth way back on 17Jan23. That was 
now 4-2 in favour of Group B in the top six! 
 

 
 
Steve White and Geoff Peach then squared up the tie 4-4, Steve a mere 0.1 laps back, Geoff a 
further 0.2 as Group A and B continue to mix it up in 2023. With the top eight all in the 70+ lap 
range the next nine racers recorded between 60 and 70 laps. Leading those was Group C winner 
Richard Booth who recorded the equal most Group points of the Round (10) finishing on 67.7 
laps. Fellow Group C racer Dave Edwards followed Richard home 0.4 laps in arrears, as he 
rounded out the top ten. Half a lap back from Dave was our third straight Group C racer Daniel 
Kalyan in 11th, using up the last available power in his Audi’s motor before a new one was fitted 
for Saturday. 
 
Our newest Member Victor de Oliveira started his DHORC Carrera Digital campaign in Group D 
and promptly went and took his first Group win, in 12th overall, another half a lap back. He would 
tie with Richard on 10 Group points, the most of the Round. JT Hughes-Dowd, also running in his 
only Club Night of the weekend was a lap behind Victor, however he set the 11th fastest lap of the 
Race breaking his previous best of 12th set ten days earlier at Daytona! Liam Smith had taken 
seventh in Qualifying, beating his eighth on 19Sep23. He would almost catch JT at the end of the 
15-minutes, just 0.1 laps the deficit. 
 
Max Farnsworth was another to only run on Friday night. In his fourth ever start he broke all three 
PBs. Tenth in Qualifying was no less than an 11 place improvement, finishing 15th a three place 
betterment and the 19th fastest lap being three places better than he managed at Daytona. Stuart 
Gray, fresh from building the track earlier, shared 16th with fellow track builder Nick Sismey as the 
latter ran new rear tyres for the first time in 23 Evenings! They were both a lap behind Max. 
 
Laura Edwards was the first of three racers in the 50+ lap band as she took 18th ahead of our 
fourth track builder Dan Hughes-Dowd, again in his only Race of the weekend. He did however 
manage to set the 14th fastest lap of the Club Night, beating his previous best of 16th way back on 
06Dec22. Macaully Dutson had a car and motor change during the Race but still managed 51.7 
laps as he brought up the rear in 20th place.  
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Group C – Richard Booth, JT Hughes-Dowd, Laura Edwards, Daniel Kalyan & Dave Edwards 
 

 
 

Group B – Liam Smith, Jag Kalyan, Phil Rees, Lewis & Martin 
 

 
 

Group A – Geoff Peach, Gary Skipp, Nick Sismey, Steve White & Simon 
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Max set three PBs on his way to 15th in his only Club Night of the weekend. 
 

 
 

JT also ran in his only Club Night of the weekend taking 13th with one PB. 
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Round 37 
 

                             
 

18th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 37      

 
 

Dean Garbett and Simon Rankin started their first race at Le Mans on Saturday morning. 
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Simon’s 14th win takes him closer to the Championship! 
 

Simon Goodlip edged ever closer to his first Carrera Digital Championship with his 14th victory of 
the year, setting a new race laps record in the process. He added 1.4 laps to Friday’s winner Lewis 
Blacker’s score. Lewis dropped to fourth on Saturday morning’s first Club Night. While Simon 
added to his already healthy number of fastest laps in 2023 with his 14th Gary Skipp was 
celebrating his first Pole one Club Night after taking his first fastest lap. Simon’s lap time was the 
first sub 10 second lap, which would guarantee him Pole at the next Club Night. Gary’s second 
place finish was the start of an incredible run for Mr Skipp over the remaining four Club Nights. 
 

Just 0.7 laps behind Gary was Martin Thorpe, who repeated his Round 36 placing of third on the 
Podium, with 1.1 laps more than he covered in the previous Round. He would also take the Group 
B win as he tried to reduce Phil Rees’ lead in the Group Challenge. It was becoming clear that the 
Le Mans track was a track favoured by those who could maintain an excellent balance throughout 
the lap with there being very few big braking zones.  
 

With four racers from Friday night not taking part today and two who didn’t race yesterday running 
today we were up to 18 racers for the next two Club Nights. This meant a shake-up of the Groups. 
 

 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 39      

 
 

A big DHORC welcome to our newest Member, Victor de Oliveira. 
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Phil Rees was but 0.1 laps short of his Round 36 score however this took him down one place to 
fifth on a track he enjoyed and with a car he finally felt comfortable with. At his first race on the Le 
Mans circuit Dean Garbett showed he could soon learn a new track as he was only 0.4 laps in 
arrears of Phil. Nick Sismey had a much better run thanks to Simon overhauling his Porsche 
overnight. Where it had felt like an uncontrollable dodgem it now stuck to its intended route. It was 
now down to Nick to drive it properly. He took seventh, 0.4 laps behind Dean. 
 

 
 
Steve White made it three straight Group A racers in a row, after the three Group B racers, exactly 
a lap behind Nick, while Geoff Peach, now running in Group B, with Dean back on the scene, 
marking the halfway point of the field in ninth. With the new motor in Daniel Kalyan’s Audi he 
couldn’t help but smile, his car was rapid! Having qualified a career best ninth (beating his tenth on 
07Mar23), his tenth placed finish was one better than his previous best on 01Aug23. Daniel was a 
top ten finisher! How good did that sound, especially as he also won Group C. 
 
Liam Smith shared second in Group C with Dave Edwards, both finishing in 11th on 66.4 laps. A 
one place drop for Dave but a three place gain for Liam. Richard Booth took 13th this time just 0.2 
laps ahead of brother-in-law Stuart Gray who made a two place improvement compared to the 
Friday night Race with 14th.  
 
Laura Edwards started her move back up the leader board with a three place improvement to 15th. 
This left three places in the finishing order in our smallest grid since 21Jun22.  Macaully Dutson 
in 16th set the 10th fastest lap, beating his previous best of 11th on, you guessed it, 21Jun22. In his 
first race on Le Mans Simon Rankin took 17th as he learnt the track. Victor de Oliveira had moved 
up from Group D to Group B overnight based on his performance in his first Race as a Member, 
however car problems saw him drop to the bottom of the Group and field. 
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Laura Edwards took two PBs with a 7th placed finish in Round 40 and the 6th fastest lap in 
Round 39 

 

 
 

Geoff Peach’s best finish of the weekend was 6th in Round 41 
 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 42      

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Round 38 
 

                             
 

18th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Our most experienced 1/32nd racers Gary Skipp, Steve White and Martin Thorpe 
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Gary & Simon share a win for the first time! 
 

Simon Goodlip and Gary Skipp became the first racers to share a win since DHORC began 
Carrera Digital racing. We have had two people in both second and third (even three in third at one 
time) but never have two racers shared the top step of the Podium. Their joint 78.8 laps added 0.2 
laps to Simon’s 15-minute race track record from the previous Round. Simon also took his 18th 
Pole of the year as the Championship continues to beckon. This was Gary’s second career win, 
Simon’s 16th (15th this year) as neither could be separated at the flag. 
 
Dean Garbett made his first appearance on the Podium of the weekend in third, 1.2 laps back, at 
a Club Night that saw DHORC surpass 100,000 laps of Carrera Digital racing. Dean also clocked 
his sixth career fastest lap, setting a new track record of 9.644 seconds, which would take him to 
Pole at Round 39. 
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Macaully Dutson had to swap his Lambo for his Porsche Pink Pig 
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After three straight Group A racers we had four Group B runners. Martin Thorpe again led home 
the Group for the second time during weekend. He beat our earlier Group B winner Lewis Blacker 
together with Phil Rees who shared fifth. While Martin was only 0.3 laps away from taking his third 
straight Podium finish Lewis and Phil were a surprising 3.2 laps further back. This however meant 
both Martin and Phil took home 7.0 points apiece towards the Group Challenge thanks to the 
“Angus chart”. 
 

 
 
Geoff Peach increased his Round 37 score by 2.9 laps to move up from ninth to seventh here 
while Nick Sismey dropped 1.3 laps and a place to finish ninth. Steve White was the only other 
racer apart from Dean, Simon and Gary to record a sub 10 second lap. While he would finish ninth, 
0.2 laps behind Nick, the extra two points he received for the fourth fastest lap took him up to 
seventh in points. Liam Smith was moving in the right direction at Le Mans, 14th, then 11th now 
10th as he increased his lap score by 5.8 laps over the three Club Nights run to date. He also took 
the Group C win for the first time over the weekend. That made three different Group C winners in 
three Races. He would lead home a trio of ‘C’ racers. 
 
Dave Edwards was enjoying himself at Le Mans as, like the previous two Rounds, he beat wifee, 
Laura here. Therefore for once he had the upper hand and at least wasn’t going home a beaten 
man for once! He was 0.9 laps behind Liam but only 0.2 laps ahead of the ever smiling Daniel 
Kalyan in twelfth, who loved the new motor in his Audi. He again added to his best lap score, with 
69.9 laps this time. Surely 70 were on the cards for Round 39! 
 
After taking the Group D win first time out on Friday night, Victor de Oliveira took his second 
consecutive fifth spot in Group B here as he fought with his Ferrari’s handling. While he beat Round 
36’s lap score by 2.4 laps he would drop from 12th to 13th overall in a much more competitive Group. 
Stuart Gray was also improving on his lap score throughout the weekend, and while he jumped 
from 16th to 14th between the first two Races he stayed in 14th this time beating Macaully Dutson 
by 0.2 laps. However the good news for Stuart was that he won Group D taking the equal second 
best number of Group points for Round 38, 7.0 points. Macaully meanwhile was taking big strides 
in lap scores, from 51.7 in Round 36, 60.3 in the last Round and 67.0 here, a 15.3 lap improvement! 
He would be winning by Round 41 at this rate! 
 
Richard Booth was the third straight Group D racer, 0.1 laps behind Macaully and 0.3 laps behind 
his brother-in-law. Rather a tight Group! Laura Edwards’ time would come later in the weekend at 
Le Mans, however this time she would take 17th 1.1 laps ahead of Simon Rankin who also 
improved on his lot by 1.5 laps!  
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Stuart Gray enjoyed racing on the track he built, 14th being his best finish, twice. He was 
joined by DHORC Member son Tom Gray and granddaughter Penny on Saturday. 

 

 
 

Thumbs up from Liam Smith who took two tenth place finishes. 
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Round 39 
 

                             
 

18th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Dean and Lewis readying a grid for another race. 
 

 
 

The variety of cars on the grid was great to see. 
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Gary takes back-to-back wins! 
 

Gary Skipp backed up his win in Round 38 by repeating the feat in Round 39. Despite raising the 
bar to 79.1 laps he wasn’t totally overjoyed as he knew there were 80+ laps in the track. Still, back-
to-back wins should be celebrated. And it was a clear win this time, at that, as he was 2.4 laps 
ahead of Poleman Dean Garbett who recorded his best result at Le Mans to date with second. 
Martin Thorpe was back in third place again for the third time in tfour Club Nights, just 0.1 laps 
behind Dean. He would again notch up 7.0 Group points for taking the ‘B’ for the third time at Le 
Sarthe. 
 
While it was Gary’s third win of the year and Dean’s fifth Pole, Simon Goodlip took an 
unprecedented (in 2023) 15th fastest lap with yet another quicker lap than recorded in the last three 
Races. With two more Club Nights to go would that drop further? 
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The Mulsanne Straight hump couldn’t be taken flat out, although some tried! 
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Steve White and Nick Sismey made it five previous winners in the top six, as they were separated 
by 0.7 laps in A4 and A5. There must be a time soon that Martin joins this band, so close has he 
come so many times! Victor de Oliveira finally got his Ferrari sorted and boy did he make the 
most of it scoring his best result to date. Taking seventh in only his fourth 15-minute Club Night at 
DHORC was very impressive as well as second in Group B. 
 
After a fourth and two fifths with a 74.2 lap finish and two 74.1 lap finishes Phil Rees found himself 
in eighth after the fourth Race of the weekend with 72.7 laps in the books this time. He only just 
fended off a jubilant Daniel Kalyan who beat his PB of a tenth placed finish in Round 37 with a 
ninth here, just 0.1 laps from taking eighth and 0.4 laps from seventh! What a result! 
 

 
 
Round 36 winner Lewis Blacker closed out his fourth Race at Le Mans down in tenth this time as 
he attempted to re find his performance levels of Friday night. Macaully Dutson’s performance 
level reached their highest yet with a four place improvement in his best ever finish with eleventh! 
Things were looking rosy with his first Group win in 23 Races. He was the fourth different Group D 
winner at Le Mans. Just 0.3 laps behind Macaully was Geoff Peach scoring less than 70 laps for 
the first time during the weekend. 
 
Richard Booth on the other hand recorded his best score so far at Le Mans with 68.7 laps in D2 
and 13th while Dave Edwards was in C2 and 14th 1.7 laps further back. Round 38 Group D winner 
Stuart Gray was in D3 this time giving him 15th with Liam Smith in C3 in 16th.  
 
Terry Mullen became our first ever Non Member to run in a Carrera Digital race as he upped the 
grid to 19 racers. Arriving back from holiday in the early hours of Saturday he joined us during our 
30-minute lunch break, where we gave him his first experience of driving a digital slot car. He then 
joined Group D for the remaining three Rounds of the day. With a score of 62.1 laps he would take 
17th in his first Race. 
 
Laura Edwards may have not bothered the placings too much in this Race, with 18th, however her 
lap time was certainly something to write home about. Her previous best had been 11th way back 
on 21Jun22 at DHORC-CD 17. Here she smashed that by taking the sixth fastest lap of the Round, 
a fantastic result. Simon Rankin followed our speed queen home, just 0.3 laps in arrears.  
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Saturday’s Group D – Non Member Terry Mullen, Simon, Macaully, Stuart & Richard. 
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Round 40 
 

                             
 

18th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Phil ran the SmartRace App for many of the races with Dean, Lewis & Simon helping out. 
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Gary breaks 80 lap barrier with hattrick! 
 

Gary Skipp finally did what he said he could do and became the first racer to break the 80 lap 
barrier at Le Mans. His 80.4 laps beat his previous track record of 79.1 laps as he became the 
dominant force at La Sarthe. From third on the grid he fought out the Podium places with Dean 
Garbett and Simon Goodlip with Round 36 winner Lewis Blacker also in the picture. Both Dean 
and Simon broke their own PBs trying to chase down Gary who crashed but twice in the whole of 
the 15 minutes! They would finish on 79.9 and 78.7 laps respectively with Lewis close behind on 
78.7 laps, taking his second Group B win of the night. 
 
Simon took both his 19th (20) Pole and 16th (18) fastest lap of the year as the Championship is 
almost a closed book for him, his nearest rival sitting in Vienna. Dean was also securing third place 
in the Championship with yet another Podium place finish. Simon’s 9.456 second lap would 
become the fastest ever lap around the Le Mans track at the end of the Evening. 
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Tertre Rouge leading on to the Mulsanne Straight. 
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Martin Thorpe and Phil Rees followed fellow Group B racer Lewis home, Martin in fifth, Phil in 
sixth, but more importantly for Phil both recording the same Group points as he hopes amongst 
hopes he can take the Group Championship at Daytona. Laura Edwards had showed her car was 
quick in the previous Round. This time she made the best possible use of that speed finishing a 
career best of seventh, beating her previous best of eighth on 06Dec22. For once hubby, Dave, 
was speechless. What a fantastic drive Laura and a Group C win to go with it! 
 
Geoff Peach was back in a more representative placing that he should be in here, based on his 
Ranking, eighth with his best lap score of the night, 75.7. He added half a lap to the score of our 
newest Member Victor de Oliveira, who also recorded his best laps of the Evening. Liam Smith 
kept the run going, also recording his best lap result of the Evening with 74.5 laps. That was the 
top ten done. 
 

 
 
Round 40 didn’t go the way Steve White had hoped as he came fourth in Group A and 11th overall, 
but he would be a good distance ahead of the fifth placed finisher in the Group! Daniel Kalyan 
again hit the 70+ lap target but not by quite so much as the previous Round, leaving him in 12th 
this time. Richard Booth won Group D for the second time on Saturday after winning Group C on 
Friday night, finishing in 13th for the third time at Le Mans. Just 0.6 laps separated him and Daniel. 
 
Macaully Dutson didn’t quite match the heady heights of the new PB finish of 11th in Round 39 
here despite only finishing 0.1 laps short of his previous Round’s result. However, he still beat his 
pre Le Mans PB of 15th with 14th. Stuart Gray’s 66.6 laps was his second best run of the night 
after Round 38’s 67.2 laps. This took him to 15th matching his previous Round’s result. 
 
Dave Edwards couldn’t even see Laura nine places above him, as she made it 4 – 1 to Dave at 
Le Mans. Could she make it 4 – 2 in the last Round? Dave beat Terry Mullen, in his second Club 
Night as a Non-Member, by a lap, leaving him in 17th just like Round 39. Simon Rankin was just 
relieved to see Group A racer Nick Sismey below him in the final standings as Nick had to have 
some repairs done to his car.  
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Group C – Laura, Daniel, Dave and Liam 
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Round 41 
 

                             
 

18th November 2023 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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After Friday night Gary was “Mad” when not being able to refuel.  
He was far happier after his results on Saturday! 

 

 
 

Dean took four Podium places on Saturday. 
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Gary equals record of 4 consecutive wins! 
 

Gary Skipp equalled the absent Angus Smith’s record of four consecutive Carrera Digital wins he 
set at the Daytona Sports Car Circuit in Aug’22. Up until his Le Mans escapade Gary had only 
taken one win, at Road Atlanta on 13Jun23, now he is a five time winner, fourth equal in the all-
time charts. He again set a new Le Mans 15-minute Race record with 80.8 laps, adding 0.4 laps to 
his previous record. 
 
Dean Garbett took his third straight second placed finish and secured third in the Championship. 
To cap it all he also took his seventh fastest lap of the year and career. The other big news was 
that Pole man, Simon Goodlip, his 20th of the year, could finally celebrate taking the 2023 Carrera 
Digital Championship. Reigning Champion Angus took the 2022 Championship with 16 wins, 
Simon has 15 in 2023 so he could equal or beat that with three Club Nights to go! 
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Group B – Victor, Phil, Lewis, Martin and Geoff 
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Martin Thorpe completed the sixth and final Club Night in fourth with his best score of the 
weekend, 77.9 laps, averaging fourth throughout the event.  He must be our next winner and soon. 
It was also Martin’s fourth Group B win at Le Mans. The 38 Group points he scored at Le Mans 
was only beaten by Gary’s 55 points. With Phil Rees taking fourth in Group B and joint eighth 
overall he would total 29 Group points, Martin closing to within 18.5 points in the Group Challenge. 
This should be enough for Phil to take the Championship after being second to Angus in 2022. Just 
to finish off Martin’s excellent Le Mans weekend, he also recorded the fourth fastest lap in Round 
41 beating his previous PB of fifth on 31May22. 
   

 
 
Friday night winner Lewis Blacker was 0.4 laps further back in fifth with 77.5 laps while Geoff 
Peach, taking his best result of the weekend, in sixth, with his best lap score at the French circuit. 
Steve White meanwhile moved back up the table to seventh, while it was Laura Edwards who 
shared eighth with Phil on 74.1 laps. She indeed made it 4-2 to Dave! Nick Sismey completed his 
74th consecutive Club Night in tenth, as he and Phil are now the only Members to contest every 
Carrera Digital race. 
 
Daniel Kalyan continued to record some well above average results with 11th this time while Victor 
de Oliveira closed out his first campaign in 12th just 0.1 laps ahead of Group C winner Liam Smith. 
His second Group win of the year. He was followed home by Group D winner Richard Booth who 
equalled Gary and Martin on four Group wins over the weekend.  
 
Dave Edwards and Macaully Dutson fought it out for 15th, the nod going to Dave by 0.2 laps. 
Stuart Gray finished his Le Mans account in 17th with Non Member Terry Mullen finishing his third 
Club Night in 18th while Simon Rankin closed out our fantastic first Friday night, Saturday event, 
in 19th.  
 
We covered 7,915 laps, 970,097 feet and 185.2 miles (that’s equivalent of driving from Derby to 
Portsmouth on the south coast!). Watch out for the three Friday/Saturday events in 2024. 
 
 

 
 
 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 65      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd Season - 20236 

 

Page 66      

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Group E – Dan Hughes-Dowd, Simon, Macaully Dutson & Andrew Staniec 
 

 

Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Victor checking his Ferrari’s ground clearance. 
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Daniel had a great time at Le Mans taking a career best finish of 9th in Round 39. 
 

 
 

Non-Member Terry Mullen enjoyed three Races in Group D 
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Our weekend’s Podium finishers. 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Members’ Statistics 
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1.0 Evenings 
 

Two Evenings run on the same circuit, seven Race and two Sprint circuits in 2023. 
 

1.1 Race Groups  Up to a maximum of four Race Groups of six racers based on Ranking 
(last 9 Races) with the top six ranked racers in Group A, then Group 
B, Group C and Group D. If there are less than 24 racers on an Evening 
then the Race Groups will be adjusted accordingly as equally as 
possible. Stop Press: We are looking at running earlier Races, from 
around 17:00 hours, for Reserve racers, if there are over 24 racers, as 
a trial. Reserve racers have advised they can arrive earlier. 

 

1.2 Qualifying  One crash and burn lap at the end of that track’s Test Night for the 1st 
Round at any track. For the 2nd Round on each circuit the fastest lap 
from either Qualifying above or the 1st Round. Thereafter the fastest 
lap from the last two Rounds for any subsequent Rounds.  

 

This also reads across to Sprint Races on a shorter version of that 
circuit if that circuit is chosen to hold Sprint Races. 

 

1.3 Race  15-minutes with a maximum of six cars per Race Group, with a 

minimum of three Races for all competitors on the night (Depending 
on the number of competitors) Anyone can win overall from any Race 
Group, the winner recording the most laps plus tenths. If more than 
one racer finishes on the same lap and tenth in any position it will be 
deemed a draw. 

 

Races begin at 18:00 hours, racers to advise if they can’t make it or 
will be late. We will do our best to ensure all racers run in all Races. 

 

1.4 Race Points  Points awarded down to 24th (possibly 27th) place for each Race with 

additional points awarded for the top five fastest laps. 75% of the Club 
Nights run will count towards the Championship so if a racer competes 
in all Club Nights their best 75% of points will count.  

 

 

Rules & 
Regulations 
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1.5 Group Points  Championship based on Group Points with the same points awarded 
to A, B, C and D Groups. More points awarded for improved finishing 
position i.e. A6 winning Group A awarded 11 points (five extra points 
for moving up five places), A1 just 6 points. 

 

                                              
 

1.6 Sprint Race  Two 5-minutes Sprint Races at two separate Evenings with four cars 
per Sprint Race Group, with a maximum of two Sprint Races for all 
competitors on the night. Anyone can win overall from any Group, the 
winner recording the most laps plus tenths. 

 

These will take place at the second Brands Hatch and Sakhir Evenings 
in 2023 after two 15-minute Races earlier in the evening. The Sprint 
Races will be run on a shorter version of the tracks. 

 

   
 

1.7 Sprint Points  Half points awarded down to 24th (possibly 27th) place for each Sprint 

Race with additional half points awarded for the top five fastest laps.  
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   1.8 Sprint Group Points  
Half Group points awarded for each Sprint Race. 

 

    
 

1.9 Fuel Usage  Fuel usage will be reviewed for each circuit with an increased 

consumption agreed for any lap completed under an agreed lap time. 
Fuel stops will add 10% of a full tank per second. 

 

1.10 Car Usage  Different cars can be used for each Evening but cannot be changed 

during the Evening unless it has an issue that cannot be rectified. 
 

Key: Race = Round = Club Night. Evening = whole evening of racing 
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2.0 Cars 
 

Carrera DTM, GT2, GT3 and GTE Racing Cars running the latest chassis. 
 

 
 

2.1 Bodies  No modification or floating body screws  
 

2.2 Lights  Must be working. Older Evolution cars do not contain lights as standard 

so chipped lights would need to be fitted. 
 

2.3 Aerials/Mirrors  Can be removed 
 

2.4 Rear Wings   Must be fitted at the beginning of the meeting. If they break off and can’t 
be refitted, then the uprights must be replaced with rubber and fitted for 
the next meeting.  

 

2.5 Chassis          No modifications  
 

2.6 Axles     
 

2.6.1 Front Either standard Carrera or complete axle supplied by DHORC (Approx. 
£4) 

 

2.6.2 Rear  Either standard Carrera or the following Slot.it Rear Axle Kit Pt No 
KK07C - 28t Inline Crown with 17.3x9.75mm hubs. (Approx. £14) 
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As some cars require different size hubs it was agreed that the following parts, to make up the 
rear axle, could be bought separately if need be: - 
 

Aluminium Hubs 17.3x9.75x1.5    W1730975A 
Crown Gear 28Tooth Inline     GI28-Bz 
Bronze Bearings x2     PA-68 
Axle 54mm x1      PA01-54 
Wheel Hub Spacers 1mm x 2    PA-51 
     

Alternative thinner Hubs 17.3x8.2x1.5   W17308215A 
 

2.7 Front Magnet      Must be removed 
 

2.8 Tyres  Rear, standard or supplied by DHORC. Front, free but must touch the 
track and rotate when the car is running. Both can be reprofiled. 

 

2.9 Motor  Standard or PSR Mabuchi Motor, supplied by Pendle Slot Racing. 

Ready to race motor available from DHORC. 
 

2.10 Guide Blade  Standard Carrera and not an aftermarket product. Original can be 

helped to stay in place with either a piece of rubber or a grub screw. 
 

 2.11 Min Height  A minimum height between the base of the rear magnet holder and the 

provided Technical Plate agreed at 1mm. This is because the rear 
magnet holders on different cars are closer to the track, giving better 
road holding. We want all cars to have the same level of road holding, 
so we can make all cars competitive. 

 

 2.12 Chassis Weights 

A maximum of 5 grammes can to be fitted by doubled sided tape only. 
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3.0 Driving & Racing Standards (Based on The Digital Slot Car Association Rules) 
 

3.1. Any car on the circuit must be compliant with the GT rules. 
 

3.2. Any indiscretion against stated regulations will be punishable by penalty (to be agreed). 
 

3.3. When lapping a slower car, it is the responsibility of the faster car to change lanes and 
perform an overtake. Lapped cars should remain in their current lane until the faster car has 
passed. 
 

3.3.1. Intentionally blocking of a faster car when lapping is illegal 
3.3.2. Intentionally blocking a car fighting for position on the same lap is allowed 

 

3.4. Contact from cars racing on the same lane, in proximity, is to be expected. Intentional or 
excessive contact is not allowed. Penalties (to be agreed) will be issued in the following 
circumstances: - 
 

3.4.1. Intentional or excessive contact with another car 
3.4.2. De-slotting another car by driving into the back of it 
3.4.3. Intentionally stopping on the circuit 
3.4.4. Excessive blocking by changing lanes when being lapped 

 

3.5. Illegal contact may be reported by any participant of the meeting 
 

3.6. Cars may be requested to pit for attention under the following circumstances: - 
 

3.6.1. Any functional or mechanical part of the car has become completely detached from 
the car 
3.6.2. A wing or spoiler becomes broken, completely detached from the body, or it is 
clear to the official at race control that when viewing the car from their normal position, 
that it is damaged 
3.6.3. The required number of headlights/taillights are not working 
3.6.4. A car is otherwise causing a hazard that may damage the circuit or other cars on 
the circuit 

 

3.7. If any session is paused (red flagged), the following restrictions apply: - 
 

3.7.1. Cars must not be removed from the track, where they have come to stop 
3.7.2. Any car in the pit at the time of the red flag must have no further work completed 
on it until the session is resumed 
3.7.3. Drivers may leave their station only under the direction of race control 

 

3.8. During Parc Ferme conditions, cars may only be worked on under the supervision of an 
official 
 

3.9. Slow or malfunctioning cars should move to the inside lane (or lane nearest to the pit) 
and pit as soon as possible. Race control should be notified that there is a slow car on circuit 
so other drivers may be warned 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Daytona 
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The 24 Hours of Daytona, also known as the Rolex 24 At Daytona for sponsorship reasons, 

is a 24-hour sports car endurance race held annually at Daytona International Speedway in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. It is run on the Sports Car Course layout, a 3.56-mile (5.73 km) combined 
road course, utilizing portions of the tri-oval and an infield road course. Since its inception, it has 
been held on the last weekend of January or first weekend of February as part of Speedweeks, 
and it is the first major automobile race of the year in North America. The race is sanctioned by 
IMSA and is the first race of the season for the IMSA SportsCar Championship. 
 

The race has had several sponsors names over the years. Since 1992, the Rolex Watch Company 
is the title sponsor of the race under a naming rights arrangement, replacing Sunbank (now 
SunTrust) which in turn replaced Pepsi in 1984. Winning drivers of all classes receive a Rolex 
Daytona watch. 
 

The race has been known historically as a leg of the informal Triple Crown of endurance racing. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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	Lewis kicks off the weekend with a win!
	Simon’s 14th win takes him closer to the Championship!
	Gary & Simon share a win for the first time!
	Gary takes back-to-back wins!
	Gary breaks 80 lap barrier with hattrick!
	Gary equals record of 4 consecutive wins!
	Points!

