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Front Cover: Autosport fans enjoying our eight-lane Donington Park track 
 

 

ROLLS-ROYCE SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2023 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE 
REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED 

WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs, 

1,122 racers on our Autosport track! Quite 

unbelievable, as was the help from so many of you over the 
four days of the show, see Page 5. Dan Hughes-Dowd must 
get the biggest thank you however, not only for spending 
seven days with me, but for the way he encouraged so many 
people onto our eight lane Donington Park each day at the 
show. He must have put at least 100 racers on the grid each 
day which was fantastic for the DHORC coffers, which helps 
to keep Membership costs down each year. Hence awarding 
him the DHORC Hero award on Page 7. Thank you Dan. 
 

Following our new rule of 21 racers and above meaning 
single Finals, as opposed to 25 last year, Tuesday night saw 
single F1 Finals as we had 21 racers. Congratulations to Lee 
Pateman for taking the Adults, Angus Smith the Masters 
and Lewis Bowles the Juniors. 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 
 
 

Editorial 
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News & Views………….……………………6591 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 659 
 

Phil Rees  Parc Ferme & Everything Else Dean Garbett Packing Away  
Angus Smith Setting Up & Packing Away Lewis Blacker    Packing Away  
Stuart Gray Setting Up & Packing Away  Adam Turnbull Packing Away 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Setting Up & Packing Away JJ Hughes-Dowd Packing Away 
Dan Turnbull Race Control & Packing Away Steve Smith  Packing Away 
Geoff Peach Car Preparation & Spares  Harry Smith  Packing Away 
Simon Goodlip Packing Away   Chris Bowles Packing Away 
Lee Pateman Packing Away   Reuben Litherland Packing Away 
 

2. Autosport International – 12 to 15 January 2023 
 

With thanks to Laura Edwards, Lewis Blacker, Dave Edwards, Dean Garbett, Dan Hughes-
Dowd, JJ Hughes-Dowd, Jono Johnson, Darryn Mutch, Phil Rees, Nick Sismey and Angus 
Smith the running our eight-lane Donington Park track at the Autosport International Race Car 
Show was a great success. At the final count we had a record 1,122 racers duelling it out for free 
OpenTrack, track days for the adults and British Touring Car Championship tickets for the Juniors. 
 

 
 

In all Dan and I were there five days with set up on Wednesday. By the time Sunday evening came 
round and everything was packed away in the Club Room, thanks to John Lamb’s help, we were 
both ready for a well earnt rest! It is by far the biggest and longest event we have done and didn’t 
we know it!  
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Dan stunned us all with his ability to encourage people to race. Using his former Alton Tower’s 
skills, he had folk racing we never thought would pick up a hand controller in a month of Sundays. 
He could definitely sell ice-creams to the Eskimos! In recognition of this we awarded him the 
DHORC Hero trophy, kindly presented by our Club Secretary Laura, below. 
 

 
 

Each day is covered in detail on the DHORC Facebook Page together with photos. I had always 
wanted to run a track at Autosport International, so it was a dream come true. However I won’t 
work with OpenTrack again so if we do go back it will be with Autosport themselves, who were 
simply amazing as everyone at the NEC were. Watch this space for next year! 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 659:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey     208 Club Nights        Phil Rees        46       Lewis Blacker          31    
Stuart Gray       29                Angus Smith       26       Dan Turnbull          23 
 
      

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance          Nick Sismey       208 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance         Nick Sismey       188 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance from 1st Race          Martin Allsopp         131 
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3. Prize Giving 
 

Phil Rees, our Vice Chairman, did the honours in presenting the 2022 trophies. Congrats to all. 
 

 
 

Angus Smith took the Adult Championship  
 

 
 

Lewis Bowles won both the Juniors and Junior Challenge 
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Once we found the trophy, biscuit chewing Angus also won the Masters! 
 

 
 

Chairman Nick Sismey presented Phil with the Adult Challenge trophy 
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Lee Pateman won the Alan Bullock Memorial Trophy. Alan was an integral part of DHORC 
for many years, racing with his daughter Claire. He sadly passed away on 16Aug14. His wife 
Beryl & Claire gave us the trophy which we present to winner of the last Adult race in Aug. 

 

 
 

Reuben Litherland won the Bob Chadwick Memorial Trophy for winning the last Adult race 
in October. Bob, father of 5 time DHORC Champion Martin Chadwick, loved DHORC. He was 
even buried in 1994 with some of his cars. It gave him a real purpose in life and loved the 
friendships he made. His wife gave us the trophy as a thank you. 
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4. Hemington Primary School event – Sat 04Feb23 
 

Club Member Andrew Thompson asked us if we would run a track to raise money for his local 
school. Therefore we are taking our Autosport International Donington Park track to the Lockington 
and Hemington Village Hall on Saturday 04Feb23. 
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5. Donington Park Corporate schedule 2023 
 

These are the six events we have asked MotorSport Vision (MSV) if we can run a track at Donington 
Park this year. They are happy for us to do the two British GT meetings together with Convoy in 
the Park and TunerFest. However at present they have had a large number of enquiries for pitches 
for the two BTCC rounds. If they can’t sell the area where we are normally based they will let us 
know so we can attend. Watch this space. 
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6. Once a DHORC Member always a DHORC Member! 
 

We had a nice surprise at Autosport International when former DHORC Member Dave Oliver 
showed up at our track. We soon had him marshalling!  Dave ran in 45 Club Nights from DHORC 
113 on 05Jan99 to DHORC 173 on 01Nov01. He also worked with me as a Customer Services 
Officer when I was looking after China. He left to join the Police, so we organised a court room 
during his leaving do where he was the accused! One of the secretaries also filled his red Ford 
Escort with balloons, only to see him walk passed that car and get in another red Ford Escort! 
 

 
 

Nick Sismey 
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Round 01 
 Miami – F1 Finals  

 

10th January 2023 

 

Race Report 
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Phil Rees and Dan Turnbull setting up the Race Coordinator lap top 
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Five time Champion Lee Pateman setting up his cars before taking the Adult win 
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Lee starts 2023 with victory 
 

‘A’ Final. – Lee Pateman almost took home a perfect 50 points haul on Tuesday night, with only 
reigning treble Champion Angus Smith preventing him from doing so by setting the fastest GC lap 
of the night. Lee qualified on Pole (his record 123rd) by 7.2 laps to set the Qualifying record on the 
new Miami International Autodrome track. This went with his GC laps record in Qualifying. He then 
added two more circuit records in the ‘A’ Final as he set the most F1 laps and recorded the F1 
fastest lap with a winning margin of 0.7 laps to Angus.  
 
Phil Rees made it to the ‘A’ the hard way having to win the ‘B’ first. He and third on the grid Reuben 
Litherland fought out a hard battle for the last place on the podium, so much so that Reuben 
thought he had pipped Phil by 0.2 laps. However Phil was just under a lap ahead of him winning 
the race to the podium. 

 

 
 
‘B’ Final. – Simon Goodlip joined the Masters this year after turning 56 last year. He clearly hasn’t 
lost any of his F1 speed though, setting what was the fourth fastest lap of the night when winning 
the ‘C’ and matching it in the ‘B’.  He would only fall short of Phil’s score here by 0.4 laps. His 
second in the ‘B’ after winning the ‘C’ would take him to joint first in the DHORC Final Challenge.  

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 
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JJ Hughes-Dowd, Timmy Stevenson, Lewis Bowles and Harry Smith,  
our four Juniors, set the evening in motion.  

 

 
 

JJ and dad Dan Hughes-Dowd enjoying their evening 
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From fifth on the grid Adam Turnbull would have a better ‘B’ Final than Nick Sismey in fourth on 
the grid. With Nick dropping three places and nearly five laps to Phil, Adam just dropped one and 
was only 1.2 laps in arrears with a quicker lap time. 
 
‘C’ Final. – Chris Bowles set the second fastest F1 lap in the ‘C’ in pursuit of Simon but couldn’t 
reel in the latter who set a new F1 laps record (before Lee beat it in the ‘A’) of 23.1 laps on his way 
to the ‘B’. Just 0.3 laps behind Chris came Dean Garbett, who comes all the way from Sheffield, 
gets no practice and takes on the best of us. These two were incredibly close all night as a mere 
0.7 laps separated them after 12 minutes of Qualifying, giving Chris the advantage of the better 
lane in the Final. 
 
Geoff Peach will be our next Member to reach 500 Club Nights, this his 433rd in his 27th season. 
He won through from the ‘D’ after a very close fight, but Yellow lane here was his undoing as he 
fell back two laps from Dean. 

 
‘D’ Final. – Lewis Blacker pushed Geoff all the way in the ‘D’, but Geoff’s slightly quicker car 
always had the edge, eking out a 0.2 lap lead at the flag. Dan Turnbull, relieved of his Race Control 
duties for three-minutes, finished on the same lap as Lewis, 0.8 laps back, and exactly a lap behind 
our winner. 
 
Stuart Gray came through from the ‘E’ to take 13th overall from the same grid slot, lapping quicker 
than Dan but falling short by 2.2 laps. 

 
‘E’ Final. – Dan Hughes-Dowd joined Simon at the top of the DHORC Final Challenge leader 
board with second in the ‘E’ after winning his first ever Final, the ‘F’. Nobody could match Stuart in 
this Final, but Dan got the closest finishing within 2.2 laps. Dan’s son JJ Hughes-Dowd was less 
than a lap behind him, but 0.9 laps was as good as a mile as this was the first time Dan had beaten 
him. Boy was there a celebration! Steve Smith kept JJ at bay as he was within 0.5 laps as the 
power ebbed away. 
 
‘F’ Final. – Harry Smith had to deal with a hard charging Dan here, with 1.7 laps separating the 
two. He did however record 2.3 laps more than in the Junior ‘A’, which would have left him second 
in the earlier Final. 
 
‘Early’ Final. – Alan Stevenson would have ploughed a lonely furrow here had Non Member 
Denis Latham not joined him. Despite winning by 3.7 laps Alan took home the first Wooden Spoon 
of the year. Hopefully Denis will be a Member by Round 2. 

 
. 
 
 
 

Champion Angus starts 2023 at the top 
 

Angus’ second overall gave him the first Masters win of the year ahead of Phil, new Master Simon, 
Nick, Dean, Geoff and Stuart. 
 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Reigning Champion Lewis started 2023 with a win 
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Lewis starts the defence of his Championship in style 
 

.‘A’ Final. – Lewis Bowles also missed out on a perfect points haul with JJ Hughes-Dowd 
recording the fastest F1 lap in Qualifying.  Having taken Pole by 8.4 laps Lewis went on to take the 
win by 2.3 laps from JJ and a further 0.7 laps from fellow Podium finisher Harry Smith. Lewis and 
Harry both have a Championship to their name. Will they add to this in 2023 or will JJ take his first? 
 
While JJ set the fastest lap in F1 Qualifying Lewis usurped this in the ‘A’ giving him all five track 
records on this new circuit. This takes him to a career high of 30 records. This was Lewis 17th win 
from his 19th Pole, 17th fastest lap and 18th best race laps. 
 
Timmy Stevenson, now at the ripe old age of six, came home fourth. However he set a new PB 
with the fourth fastest lap of the night, his previous best being fifth when he was five! 
 

 
 
Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Chris Bowles introduced work colleague Denis Latham to DHORC on Tuesday night.  
We are very hopeful that he will be joining us on 31Jan23 

 

 
 

Reuben Litherland was back for his 11th season at DHORC 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Stuart Gray helped with set up and marshalling, taking 13th overall 
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Adam Turnbull returned to Sheffield Uni after Tuesday night’s Club Night. Exams may 
restrict his visits this year, but hopefully not too many! 
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Miami International Autodrome was a tricky circuit 
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Lewis Blacker managing Parc Ferme. He may also try Race Control in the future! 
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Dean Garbett reacts to Angus Smith saying, “You never know, you might beat me tonight!”  
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Junior ‘A’ Final (LtoR), Timmy (4th), Harry (3rd), winner Lewis and JJ (2nd) and their cars 
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Simon Goodlip & Dan lead the 
DHORC Challenge after Round 1 
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Geoff Peach starts his 27th year at DHORC in 2023 
 

 
 

Adult ‘A’ Final (LtoR), Phil (3rd), Reuben (4th), winner Lee and Angus (2nd) 
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Members’ Statistics 



  22023 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 32nd
 Season - 20236 

 

Page 40      

 
 

Roy Masters (left) made an appearance on Tuesday to help with marshalling 
 

 
 
 

A, B & C Final cars in Parc Ferme 
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21 racers meant it was single F1 Finals at Miami  
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Interlagos  
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The Autódromo José Carlos Pace, better known as Interlagos, is a 4.309 km (2.677 mi) motorsport 

circuit located in the city of São Paulo, in the neighbourhood of Interlagos. It was inaugurated on 12 May 
1940, by the federal intervener Adhemar de Barros. The traditional name of the circuit and of the 
neighbourhood itself comes from the fact that it is located in a region between two large artificial lakes, 
Guarapiranga and Billings, which were built in the beginning of the 20th century to supply the city with water 
and electricity. In 1985 the circuit was renamed to honour the Formula 1 driver José Carlos Pace, who died 
in a plane crash in 1977. Attached to its facilities there is a Kart circuit named after Ayrton Senna. The circuit 
runs counter clockwise. 
 

It is internationally known for hosting the Formula 1 Brazilian Grand Prix and the Lollapalooza music festival. 
It has hosted the Formula One Brazilian Grand Prix since 1973. It also hosted the Brazilian motorcycle 
Grand Prix in 1992, the Deutsche Tourenwagen Meisterschaft in 1996, the FIA GT1 World Championship 
in 2010, and the FIA World Endurance Championship from 2012 to 2014. As the major racetrack in the 
country it also hosted many previous and active national championships such as Stock Car Brasil, 
Campeonato Sudamericano de GT, Fórmula Truck, Copa Truck, Formula 3 Sudamericana, Brazilian 
Formula Three Championship, and Mil Milhas Brasil. In addition, the Prova Ciclística 9 de Julho road cycling 
race was held at the venue from 2002 to 2006 and from 2008 to 2013. 
 

One of the main characteristics of Interlagos is that it was not built on flat terrain, but follows the ups and 
downs of hilly ground, which makes it harder to drive and demands more power from the cars' engines. The 
races therefore can be tough on the car and physically demanding on the drivers, especially since the circuit 
runs counter clockwise, where the centrifugal forces in the many hard left turns push the drivers' necks to 
the right, instead of left as in most of the circuits on the F1 calendar. The hilly course is also a good feature 
for road cycling races, which are usually held at the circuit. 
 

Additionally to the physical aspects there is also a climate component to the venue, the region where the 
track is located is known for having rapid changes in weather with outbursts of rain being common, which 
can vary from a short lived drizzle to a torrential storm. This can add a degree of unpredictability to the races 
and it's classic associated with the circuit. The city of São Paulo itself where Interlagos is located is known 
by the nickname "Land of the Drizzle". 
 

 

Circuit History 
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