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Front Cover: Dave Edwards and Lewis Blacker at Turn 1 
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Dean Garbett started his first Club Nights of 2024, taking two wins, while Victor de Oliveira 
took his first fastest lap and Pole position.  
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Dean & Simon share Jono Memorial Cup! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Round 13 was Jono’s last Club Night in 2023 before his joined the big slot car club in the sky in 
September. Dean and Simon therefore join Nick as winners of this prestigious trophy. Simon 
retains his Championship lead with his sixth win of this campaign, his 22nd career win, while Dean’s 
100% 2024 start/win ratio was his 16th career victory to date. 
 

Just 0.4 laps behind these two was our 2022 Champion Angus Smith who recorded a Club record 
38th Pole, his third in a row. Our other Smith, Liam Smith, had kindly helped to set up earlier with 
wife Sarah Smith, and he was rewarded with a career equalling fourth place, finishing 2.2 laps 
behind his namesake, taking his first Group win of the year. From Group C this was a terrific result, 
beating half of Group A and all of Group B. Liam wasn’t the only Group C racer in form with Tom 
Gray taking his Lambo into fifth just 0.3 laps in arrears. 
 

 

Dean Garbett and Simon Goodlip shared victory in the first 
Club Night of the Evening at our all new Shanghai GP circuit. 
Round 13 saw Dean beat Simon on the track by about five feet 
(right), however as the rules dictate anyone who finishes on the 
same lap and tenth get the same score. It was Dean’s first 
Evening of the year since the passing of his mother and his last 
until at least Le Mans in June due to a knee operation on Easter 
Friday. He certainly made the most of his time with us! As it was 
Round 13 it was the Richard ‘Jono’ Johnson Memorial Cup race. 
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Angus Smith did a great job managing the more stringent Parc Ferme rules. 
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Group E – Simon Rankin, Jenson Woodhouse (who won his1st Group race in Rnd 14), 
Macaully Dutson, Terry Mullen, Andrew Woodhouse (who won all 3 Group E races)  

& John Lamb 
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Phil Rees and Martin Thorpe finished on the same lap as Tom but 0.5 and 0.7 laps further back 
respectively. This, like Dean and Liam, was Martin’s first Group win of the year. Our other Martin, 
Martin Allsopp, proved that anyone in the top 18 can record a good score by taking eighth from 
C1. Three time Carrera Digital winner JJ Hughes-Dowd was getting his mojo back with ninth, half 
a lap behind Martin, while weekend racer Gary Skipp liked the look of the Shanghai GP circuit so 
decided to join us and rounded off the top ten in Round 13.  
 

Five Group A, two Group B and three Group C racers in the top ten. Shows we are slowly getting 
the rules right for close racing. The new, more stricter, Parc Ferme rules are another step towards 
this. Thanks to all for adhering to them. With a record equalling grid it was so important we did. 

 

 
 

Victor de Oliveira may have finished 11th from 11th on the grid but he bested that by taking his 
first career fastest lap! His 11.220 second lap beat Angus’ 11.472 Pole time and so Victor became 
the fastest racer to lap Shanghai at this point. Half a lap back from Victor was Dan Hughes-Dowd, 
who was fighting to keep his lead in the Group Challenge over son JJ. Here JJ would take 9 points 
to Dan’s 3, reducing Dan’s lead to 4 points! Nick Sismey would record his best number of laps of 
the night in Round 13 taking a lucky 13th, six days after his birthday on 13Mar24! His lap time could 
even be rounded up to 13! 
 

We still had 16 racers to go with our record equalling field. Next up were both Stuart Gray and 
Daniel Kalyan, matching each other at the top of Group D, Daniel taking his first Group win of the 
year, Stuart his third. This would strengthen Stuart’s lead in the 70+ Group Challenge. Their 59.9 
laps were 0.3 laps ahead of two time 2024 winner Lewis Blacker who just held off our only lady 
racer Laura Edwards and her pink Audi by 0.1 laps. Lee Pateman, in 18th, made it five racers in 
the 59 lap bracket, 0.7 laps covering them all. He would add an extra point to his results with the 
fifth fastest lap of the race. 
 

It was the usual rush for Andrew Woodhouse from work in Swadlincote to pick Jenson up from 
Spondon, and then on to DHORC. Their first race was therefore again with Group E as they actually 
started their second race. The rushing didn’t seem to affect Andrew as he took the Group win, his 
fourth in a row, by 4.1 laps. His 10th in Qualifying also smashed his previous PB of 20th on 01Aug23. 
Richard Booth followed Andrew home in 20th just 0.4 laps back while Jag Kalyan was so proud 
to see son Daniel starting to beat him, as he finished in 21st. Just to show Daniel that Jag is still 
around dad set the quicker lap! 
 

Dave Edwards was almost asleep at the end of the hand controller as he was on nights but still 
joined Laura’s work’s Reward and Recognition event earlier in the day. Congrats Laura on reaching 
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ten years! Dave was therefore pleased with 22nd! As Geoff Peach winds down his DHORC career 
he has been selling off his cars. He wishes he hadn’t sold off his best cars as he took 23rd! A lap 
behind Geoff was JT Hughes-Dowd who was still helping brother JJ and Team Twisted Brothers 
eat into their dad’s and Razors Init4theLols Team Group Challenge lead. Here they clawed back 
three points. 
 

Macaully Dutson then led home a five man Group E train, six laps covering the five of them. John 
Lamb’s Lambo was 0.8 laps behind Macca’s new McLaren while Jenson Woodhouse’s new Iron 
Dames Ferrari was a further 2.3 laps in arrears. However Jenson’s 17th on the grid beat his previous 
best of 20th on 19Jan24. Terry Mullen’s blue Audi R8 (one of three of those coloured R8’s in the 
field) was in 28th while Simon Rankin’s Aston took home the Wooden Spoon. Unfortunately neither 
of these two recorded any points as they only go down to 27th place. 

 

 
 

Weekend racer Gary Skipp decided he liked the look of the Shanghai track so joined us on 
Tuesday. Martin Thorpe won his first Group (B) race of the year in Round 13 and then 

backed it up with a second win in Round 15. 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 
 

Page 14      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Round 14 
 

                    
 

19th March 2024 
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Shanghai 
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Daniel Kalyan had a brilliant Evening taking all three Group D wins and setting the 12th 
best race laps of the Evening. He also helped with the new Parc Ferme rules rounding up 

the cars after each race. Proud dad Jag Kalyan was 13th in best race laps! 
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Dean doubles up on wins! 
 

Dean Garbett was certainly getting the most out of his first and only Evening for the first five 
months of 2024 by maintaining his 100% win to start ratio! With his 17th career victory he added 
0.3 laps to his and Simon Goodlip’s race record from Round 13, leaving it at 67.3 laps, with Simon 
again finishing just behind him. This time however there was a tenth marker between them as 
Simon recorded 67.2 laps. He did however take his 25th career fastest lap and sixth of 2024 as he 
again increased his Championship lead. His 11.212 second lap beat Victor’s previous record by 
just 0.008 seconds! 
 

Lewis Blacker recovered from 16th in the previous Round to complete the podium, 1.2 laps back, 
while Phil Rees went two better than Round 13, taking fourth, a lap behind Lewis. JJ Hughes- 
Dowd continues to head in the right direction with sixth this time and the Group B win, up from 
ninth in Round 13. His 11 Group points took him into the lead of the Group Challenge at the 
expense of former leader dad, Dan. Gary Skipp, having never raced on the Shanghai track, used 
the first Round of the Evening as a test run. It worked as he converted tenth in Round 13 into sixth 
in Round 14 thanks to an extra 2.4 laps.   
 

Again we would have three Group C racers in the top ten. Tom Gray took top honours this time 
from Jag Kalyan who jumped no less than 13 places from Round 13 to eighth here, half a lap 
behind Tom, but 0.4 laps ahead of the previous Round’s Group C winner Liam Smith. This time 
Martin Thorpe would take second in the B to round out the top ten. 
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Group D – Richard Booth, Daniel, Laura Edwards, Stuart Gray (who won the Group with 
Daniel in Round 13) and Dave Edwards. 

 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 
 

Page 18      

Daniel Kalyan made it two Group D wins from two starts adding 2.5 laps to his previous score, 
improving his overall position from 14th to 11th, while Martin Allsopp dropped four places with 1.2 
less laps in 12th. Laura Edwards was only 0.1 laps behind Martin, finishing four places better than 
her first run while Angus Smith had a couple of bad offs requiring axle realignments that saw him 
drop to 14th. He shared this finishing place with Lee Pateman who actually made a four place 
improvement thanks to an extra 1.2 laps.  
 

Stuart Gray separated two former Carrera Digital winners.  One  being Angus, having the most 
wins to date, the other (with only two) being Nick Sismey, who was 0.4 laps behind our 70+ Group 
Championship leader, as he wrestled with his Porsche’s handling. Dave Edwards was going to 
have to concede to a Laura whitewash tonight as the sound of the cars were lulling him to sleep. 
Still he was only 1.1 laps behind Nick! Andrew Woodhouse made it five Group E wins in a row, 
but this time he was joined by 11 year old son Jenson Woodhouse taking his first ever Group 
win. His pink Iron Dames Ferrari flying around the course! 
 

 
 

Geoff Peach, like Nick, was struggling, but unlike Nick who dropped four places from Round 13, 
Geoff improved by two to take 21st thanks to an extra 2.2 laps. Macaully Dutson also improved, 
moving up from 25th to 22nd as he again took second in Group E.  
 

Richard Booth was the meat in a Hughes-Dowd sandwich. He was only 0.1 laps behind Dan 
Hughes-Dowd in 23rd but a lap ahead of JT Hughes-Dowd in 25th. Thanks to JJ’s 11 Group Points 
JT joined his brother at the top of the Team Group Challenge. Their lead now 3 points ahead of 
Dan and John Lamb, who followed JT home in 26th.  
 

Terry Mullen and Simon Rankin both moved up a place to 27th and 28th respectively thanks to 
an unfortunate misfortune to Victor de Oliveira’s BMW. One of his rear axle mounts had broken 
locking the rear axle, so he only completed 22.3 laps, giving him the Wooden Spoon. There was 
light at the end of the tunnel however as his fastest lap in Round 13 gave him his first career Pole 
position in Round 14. His previous PB had been fourth at DHORC CD 74 on 18Nov23. 
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Jenson and his new Iron Dames Ferrari, which took him to Group E victory alongside dad 
Andrew in Round 14. 
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Race Report 

Shanghai 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 
 

Page 21      

 
 

Laura Edwards beat a very tired hubby Dave (who joined Laura at her work’s Reward and 
Recognition event earlier in the day when on nights) in all three Rounds. 
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Group C – JT Hughes-Dowd, Liam Smith and Tom Gray who took one and two Group wins 
respectively, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Jag and Martin Allsopp. 
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New Club Night distance record as Simon takes win 23! 
 

Simon Goodlip took his seventh win of the year at Round 15 and kept up his record of at least 
one win at each meeting in 2024. He also set a new race record of 68.1 laps beating Dean 
Garbett’s 67.3 set at Round 14. Dean also broke his old record with a 67.7 here. With nearly 
everyone improving on their scores there were only 15.0 laps covering the 29 finishers. This meant 
we broke the Monza distance record set with 27 racers on 19Jan24. That sat at 274,534’ (52.9 
miles), now Shanghai holds the record with 282,657’ (53.9 miles). Dean finished off his last Club 
Night until probably June with his ninth fastest lap although he didn’t beat Simon’s record from the 
last Round. Simon had taken his 30th Pole position thanks to his lap time in Round 14. 
 

After his wobble in Round 14 Angus Smith was back fighting for top spot again, finishing just 0.9 
laps behind Dean although as you can see from below he wasn’t impressed with his Evening’s 
performances! Lewis Blacker replaced the absent Steve White in second place in the 
Championship after his third in the last Round and fourth here. However, Simon built up his lead 
from 77 points to 133 after Shanghai!  
 

Tom Gray took back to back Group C wins, matching his Round 14 Group finish. His results at 
Shanghai made him the biggest mover in the Ranking charts, from 18th to 10th, which will put him 
in B2 at the next Evening, with Dean and Gary both being absent. Talking of Gary Skipp, he was 
next up, just 0.2 laps behind Tom, who in turn was only 0.1 laps behind Lewis, Gary taking 
consecutive sixth place finishes.  
 

 
 

Martin Thorpe made it three Group winners in the top seven as he took his second Group B win 
of the Evening, exactly a lap behind friend Gary. Liam Smith also did his Ranking scores no harm 
at all with another top ten finish in eighth. In fact with the third fastest lap he finished sixth in the 
points. He would also make Group B for the next Evening. Ninth was good enough for Phil Rees 
to maintain his Group A status into Shanghai 2, with Victor de Oliveira recovering from his 
problems in Round 14 to take tenth, consolidating his Group B status. 
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Lee Pateman maintained his eighth place on the grid after the first Shanghai Evening. 
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Daniel Kalyan had a fantastic Evening moving up six places in the Rankings thanks to his second 
straight 11th place finish and third straight Group D win! More importantly he also beat dad Jag 
twice during the Evening! Andrew Woodhouse matched Daniel, taking all three Group E wins 
meaning he hasn’t lost a Group E race for two Evenings as he took 12th. He also set the 10th fastest 
lap, beating his 18th on 13Feb24. JJ Hughes-Dowd only beat dad Dan Hughes-Dowd by 1.1 laps 
in Round 15, taking 13th overall to Dan’s 15th. However the extra three Group points extended JJ’s 
Group Challenge lead over his dad to 11.0 points.  
 

 
 

Another Championship leader, Stuart Gray, separated JJ and Dan with 14th. Just 0.1 laps behind 
JJ. Stuart’s lead in the 70+ Group Challenge is now out to 27 points! Laura Edwards and Martin 
Allsopp shared 16th, both on 60.9 laps. Dave Edwards got the closest to Laura all Evening here, 
just 0.5 laps separating them. But Laura will still dine out on the 3-0 result! Nick Sismey will have 
to have a rethink after taking 13th, 17th and 19th at Shanghai, his worst set of results to date. This 
drops him into Group C for the first time, and we know how good Group C is now following their 
great results in China! 
 

Richard Booth, in the top three of the all-time attendance charts (having only missed one Evening 
to date), is also looking to follow Nick back up the charts. He was 0.2 laps behind Nick in 20th while 
Lee Pateman couldn’t get the traction he could earlier in the Evening finishing in 21st. Jag Kalyan 
and Geoff Peach were also out of place again in 22nd and 23rd, separated by 0.7 laps. Clearly the 
Shanghai track takes no prisoners and with so many Members improving their game others need 
to do the same to match them! 
 

Terry Mullen on the other hand had his best run of the night with 24th, beating his previous best 
score at Shanghai by 5.5 laps. It’s clearly in there somewhere, it just needs to fight its way out! 
Simon Rankin also got it together in the last race of the Evening with his 55.9 laps taking him to 
25th. Just 0.1 laps behind Simon was our Team Group Challenge leader JT Hughes-Dowd who, 
with brother JJ, has taken Twisted Brothers to the top spot. 
 

After the heady heights of the Group E win in Round 14 Jenson Woodhouse had to settle for E4 
this time and 27th overall. Macaully Dutson had been second best in Group E in both of the 
previous Rounds but dropped to E5 this time with only John Lamb between him and the foot of 
the table. Razor’s second career Wooden Spoon meant there was only one way and that was up 
for him at Shanghai 2.  
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Teammates Geoff Peach and Martin added 14 points to Team MG’s tally but dropped a 
place from 11th to 12th. 
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Who Have I Beaten? 
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Group B – JJ Hughes-Dowd (who won the Group in Round 14), Victor, Geoff, Nick Sismey, 
Martin (Group winner in Rounds 13 & 15) and Lee. 
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Richard notched up his 89th Club Night on Tuesday, having only missed 3 races to date. 
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Group A – Phil Rees, Gary, Lewis Blacker, Dean (who took two overall wins), Angus and 
Simon (who also took two overall wins). 
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Simon, helping with braid checks in Parc Ferme, continues to lead the main Championship. 
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Dan conceded his Group Championship lead to son JJ. 
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Stuart, helping Lewis with spare parts, continues to lead the 70+ Group Championship. 
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JJ and JT’s Team Twisted Brothers now lead the Team Group Championship. 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Tom made the biggest Ranking improvement after Shanghai moving up 8 places to 10th 
while Liam was second best in 12th with a 7 place improvement. 
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Stand Down Charts 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Shanghai 
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The Shanghai International Circuit (上海國際賽車場) is a motorsport race track, situated in 

the Jiading District, Shanghai, China. The circuit is best known as the venue for the annual Chinese 
Grand Prix, which was hosted from 2004 to 2019, and is scheduled to be hosted in 2024. 

 

Shanghai International Circuit was conceived by the Shanghai authorities as a way to showcase 
the city to the world. A 5.3 sq km site was chosen in the Jiading District in the north west of the city, 
close to major car parts manufacturing facilities and a budget of 2.6 billion yuan ($450 million) 
raised through a government-funded joint-venture company, the Shanghai Jiushi Group. 
 

Herman Tilke was chosen to design the track and associated buildings, and between April and May 
2003, engineers visited the site to draw up their plans. The site was actually a swampland, 
previously used as rice paddy fields, and extensive groundworks had to be completed to construct 
the circuit. For 18 months some 3,000 workers were on site daily to complete the facility – a 
remarkable feat of both engineering and logistics. 

 

The Shanghai International Circuit is the first in China to be purpose-built for Formula One and it 
hosts FIA Formula One World Championship Chinese Grand Prix every year since 2004. The 
circuit also holds a number of global high-profile series, including the FIA World Endurance 
Championship and the Blancpain GT Series Asia. 
 

In the past, the circuit has hosted the MotoGP world championship, and a one-off V8 Supercars 
China Round of the Australian-based V8 Supercar championship in 2005, and also the final round 
of the A1 Grand Prix in 2006/2007. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/ 

https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/
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