
0 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

possiblrp 



 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 3      

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Lymer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Front Cover: Victor de Oliveira became the king of Le Mans with six wins! 
 

 
 

ROLLS-ROYCE SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2024 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED 
OR TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTS 

100 Club Nights & 6 Wins for Victor! What a weekend 
of Carrera Digital racing we had with three Club Nights on 
Friday, including our 100th, and six Club Nights on Saturday. 
This was feasible on Saturday as we only had three Race 
Groups so we could run three races in the morning and three 
in the afternoon. Thanks to all 25 of you for taking part in the 
weekend. 
 

After taking his first win at Rockingham Motor Speedway at 
the end of May Victor de Oliveira added no less than six more 
at Le Mans, congratulations Victor. Congrats also to Simon 
Goodlip for taking two wins and Steve White the remaining 
win. 
 

We must also mention all of our Group winners as well, 
especially Dave Edwards who took nine out of nine. The 
others were Richard Booth (5), Victor de Oliveira (8), 
Simon Goodlip (3), Daniel Kalyan (2), Nick Sismey (3) and 
Steve White (1). Congratulations to all. 
 

If two days of Carrera Digital wasn’t enough for one weekend, 
we also ran a Corporate event at TC Harrison on Pride Park 
on the Sunday (See Page 9). Thanks to all who supported this. 
We have also added a Rolls-Royce Aerospace Corporate 
event on 17Jul24, and Phil Rees has been busy sorting out 
our Digital Ginettas (See Page 11 for both) ready for a 
proposed Digital Corporate event in the future. 
 

Finally, thanks to Phil and Angus Smith for our helping with 
our first mock-up of our new multi-layered Road America 
circuit on Friday. It will be a fantastic circuit to race on in July 
(See Page 13). 
 

Nick Sismey 
 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 4      

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 5      

News & Views…………...…………..………031.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 100 to 108  
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Terry Mullen  Marshalling & PA  
Stuart Gray SU, Spares, Marshalling & PA Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Setting Up, Scrutineering & PA Richard Booth Marshalling & PA  
Stuart Gray SU, Spares, Marshalling & PA  Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Dan, JJ & JT Hughes-Dowd  Cars & Marshalling  Dean Garbett Marshalling 
Tom Gray  Marshalling & Packing Away Macaully Dutson Marshalling  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering & Marshalling  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Caroline White Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker Race Control & Marshalling Bill Whitehouse Marshalling & PA 
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling & Packing Away Chris Whitehouse Marshalling & PA 
Laura Edwards Marshalling & Packing Away Dave Edwards Marshalling & PA 
Martin Thorpe Marshalling & Packing Away 

    

2. Carrera Digital Club Night 100 
 

Our first Le Mans Club Night on Friday Night, Round 23 of the 2024 DHORC Carrera Digital 
Championship, was our 100th Carrera Digital Club Night since our first race on 18Jan22 below. 
 

 
 

In that time we have had 40 Members running in our 1/32nd races with 22 of them joining DHORC 
just for the digital racing. In those 100 Club Nights we have covered 144,653 laps and 3,953 miles 
with an average attendance of 22 racers! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has made this all possible. We have come an incredibly long way since 
that first test with six of us, due to COVID restrictions, back in May’21.  
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3. Top 10 ranked drivers’ cars opened up at Le Mans 
 

As agreed by all we took the bodies off the top 10 ranked drivers’ cars for all to see prior to the first 
Le Mans race on Friday night. We are please to say nothing untoward was found. Thanks to all for 
complying. 
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4. TC Harrison Car Show – Sunday 09Jun24 
 

After a busy two days running the Le Mans Carrera Digital event several of us were at TC Harrison 
the next day running our eight-lane Tomy AFX HO track at their Car show. Thank you so much to 
Phil Rees and Angus Smith for helping with the build on Saturday night, to Caroline & Steve 
White for the help with the build and then marshalling and packing away on Sunday, to Jimmy & 
Mike Graham for marshalling and packing away and to Daniel & Jag Kalyan for marshalling, 
packing away and returning everything back to the Table Tennis Room. What a team! 
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5. New Rolls-Royce Aerospace Corporate Event 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. Corporate Digital Ginettas coming together 
 

Phil Rees has got two of our six Scalextric Ginettas up and running with digital chips fitted so they 
can run on our Carrera Digital track, four more to go. We tested them before the Le Mans evening 
began. Better tyres need fitting otherwise they went very well. 
 
Thanks Phil. 
 

 

We have added another corporate event to our Calendar, with 
the Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 and Trent 7000 team asking us to 
run an event on the evening of Wednesday 17Jul24. It will be 
in our Table Tennis Room the day after our Jacarepagua HO 
Club Night so we can leave the track up on the Tuesday! 
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7. Multilayer Road America is go! 
 

With thanks to Phil Rees and Angus Smith we built our multilayer Road America circuit for the 
first time on Friday 14Jun24. It is certainly going to be a track you are going to have to respect! 
You will have to lift coming up the big rise onto the pit straight otherwise your car could jump the 
start line and your laps not count. The same goes for the pit entry, too quick and you may not be 
able to refuel. You will really have to drive the track to make it count. 
 

 
 

 
 
Nick Sismey 
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Round 23 
 

                             
 

7th June 2024 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Simon Goodlip and Angus Smith managed Parc Ferme, Simon going on to take two wins. 
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Simon makes 100th CD Club Night his own! 
 

The first Club Night of the Le Mans weekend was DHORC-CD 100, our hundredth race since we 
began Carrera Digital racing on 18Jan22. Simon Goodlip, who leads 2024 Championship, made 
the century Club Night his own, and by some margin, beating Victor de Oliveira to the top step 
by no less than 2.1 laps. Starting only his seventh Club Night of the year Dean Garbett put 
pressure on the first time winner, at Rockingham, Victor. However the latter kept Dean at bay by 
0.6 laps. The top two on the podium were also Group winners. 
 

With 23 racers on the grid for our second visit to Le Mans we beat the previous best grid size of 
20 by three grid slots. Thanks to all being early we were able to start the first of 12 off 15-minute 
races on time at 18:00 hours even though we had opened the top ten ranked drivers’ cars for 
inspection. 
 

Simon’s victory was part of a hattrick of wins, making it the 26th time he had been first passed the 
checkered flag and 10th of 2024. This followed his 36th (15) Pole, his fifth in a row. He also equalled 
his own PB of six fastest laps in a row with his 31st (10) and his 9.411 second lap broke his own 
9.456 second track record, set on 18Nov23. What a start to the Evening! 
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Dan, JT and JJ Hughes-Dowd all ran in the three Friday Club Nights, but missed Saturday 
thus dropping from the top of a couple of Championships. 
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Our 2022 Champion Angus Smith was a mere 0.2 laps behind Dean as the power ebbed away, 
taking fourth while Lewis Blacker made it four Group A racers in the top five, another 1.3 laps 
further back. Phil Rees was second best to Victor in the B as he took sixth overall with Tom Gray, 
like Angus, running in his first Le Mans race so both having to learn the circuit as they went on, 
taking seventh overall and fifth in Group A.  
 

Nick Sismey was again so pleased Phil had changed his Porsche’s chassis before the 
Rockingham Evening as he was back to where he had run previously as he took eighth. Dave 
Edwards was to become a Group winning machine at Le Mans with Round 23 notching up his 
first, the D. Steve White wasn’t quite shooting straight as he closed our both Group A and the top 
ten. Things would gradually improve over the unprecedented nine Le Mans Club Nights. 
 

 
 

Richard Booth was our fourth and final Group winner as he took the C and 11th overall by 0.5 laps 
from fellow Group C racer Chris Whitehouse, back at DHORC for his second Weekend event. 
Leading both the Weekend Group Challenge and Weekend Team Challenge, with his dad Bill, 
after Monza, he needed some good results at Le Mans to maintain the lead in both. Five Group 
points here certainly helped. He also set the 11th fastest lap beating his previous PB of 14th at 
Monza in January. 
 

The Ferraris of Dan Hughes-Dowd and Laura Edwards fought it out for 13th with Dan taking it by 
0.4 laps. Macaully Dutson, loving his McLaren, took 15th with a real smile on his face! Just 0.1 
laps separated Stuart Gray’s Ferrari and JJ Hughes-Dowd’s trusty Audi, which had been 
restored to its previous glory as JJ learnt to drive it again in his first ever race at Le Mans. They 
finished 16th and 17th respectively. 
 

Daniel Kalyan was looking forward to a busy weekend of racing. The first three Club Nights on 
Friday night he would share the Le Mans track with his dad Jag Kalyan. However on Saturday he 
would be on his own as dad had to work. He started well as he finished 18th while dad struggled 
with his similar Audi, not working as well as he had expected, taking 23rd! 
 

Terry Mullen had decided to run at Le Mans rather than marshal at Silverstone (thanks Terry), 
and his dedication was rewarded with 19th first time on the Le Mans track as a Member. He had 
run as a Non-Member at the track last year.. Martin Thorpe very much had run on various versions 
of Le Mans, but car problems saw him way out of place in 20th. Behind Martin was our other 
Weekend racer Bill Whitehouse who also hadn’t run at Le Mans before having only run Carrera 
Digital at Monza previously.  He therefore had a steep learning curve ahead of him. Especially as 
he needed to maintain the lead in the Team Championship with Chris. JT Hughes-Dowd was the 
meat in the Bill and Jag sandwich as he took 22nd.  
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Group D – JT, Macaully Dutson, Terry Mullen, Bill Whitehouse and Dave Edwards 
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Round 24 
 

                             
 

7th June 2024 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Dean Garbett and Lewis Blacker also only ran on Friday night. 
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Simon’s record “equalling” & “breaking” run 
 

Simon Goodlip’s 80.9 laps in our second Club Night at Le Mans equalled the 15-minute race 
record set by Gary Skipp on 18Nov23. To go with this he also broke the record 9.411 second lap 
time he set in Round 23 by stopping the clock at 9.291 seconds here. His fourth straight win and 
fourth straight perfect 45 points haul extended his Championship lead yet again. Simon’s stats 
after Round 24 read, 37 career Poles with 16 in 2024 and 6 in a row, 27 (11) wins, 4 in a row and 
32 (13) fastest laps, 7 in a row. Who will stop him taking back to back Championships? 
 

One who might is probably Victor de Oliveira, who, after taking his first win at Rockingham, is 
hunting Simon down ruthlessly. His 79.0 laps in DHORC-CD 101 would have won the 100th Club 
Night but this time he was second by just 0.8 laps, with another Group B win in his pocket! Dean 
Garbett made it a repeat of the previous Round’s podium by taking third again, where his 77.6 
laps would have given him second last time out. The lap numbers were ramping up as the Evening 
progressed.  
 

To keep the same order going Angus Smith was again fourth with exactly the same score as the 
first race of the Evening. He was lucky to remain there as Phil Rees was only 0.1 laps in arrears, 
moving up a place to fifth while Steve White moved up four places to sixth, although he still wasn’t 
liking his car set up for some reason! 
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Group C – Stuart Gray, Laura Edwards, Daniel & Jag Kalyan, Richard Booth and 
 Chris Whitehouse 
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Nick Sismey was again at the right end of the finishing stats moving up from 8th to 7th this time 
half a lap behind Steve. Tom Gray made it five Group A and three Group B racers in the top eight 
just 0.3 laps behind Nick, who had swapped placed with him compared to Round 23. Richard 
Booth took his second straight Group C win finishing two places better in ninth, 0.8 laps behind 
his nephew Tom. Dave Edwards also repeated his Group D win half a lap behind Richard, closing 
out the top ten. 
 

 

 
Chris Whitehouse, in his second race since January, moved up a place to 11th this time with his 
first 70+ lap run of the weekend. While Chris jumped one place Daniel Kalyan jumped no less 
than six places with an extra 8.1 laps taking him to 12th. Stuart Gray followed Daniel home, also 
improving his lot by three places, being the last of the 70+ lap racers. Dan Hughes-Dowd, 
unfortunately, went the other way dropping from 13th to 14th despite a 1.2 lap improvement. He led 
home seven racers in the 60+ lap bracket. 
 
Jag Kalyan, like Dan, was only running on Friday night, and again had to give better to son Daniel 
as he finished three places below him in 15th. The good news was that this was an eight place 
improvement from Round 23. JJ Hughes-Dowd was the third Friday only racer in a row as he took 
16th, 0.7 laps behind Jag. 
 
As Macaully Dutson said, he was getting a nose bleed being so high up in the order on Friday, 
although this time his 17th was a couple of places down from the previous round. Laura Edwards 
wasn’t able to match hubby Dave at Le Mans with the latter taking a 2-0 lead in the family race, as 
she finished in 18th. In 19th was Bill Whitehouse, with a two place improvement thanks to an 
increase of 9.4 in race laps. JT Hughes-Dowd closed out the second group of ten racers and was 
the last of the 60+ lappers on 62.8 laps in 20th. 
 
Terry Mullen didn’t have quite such a good race this time as he finished in 21st but both Lewis 
Blacker (22nd) and Martin Thorpe (23rd) had dire problems with their cars which meant they 
weren’t able to finish their runs. 
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Jag just ran on the Friday night while Daniel was there both days 
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7th June 2024 

Race Report 

Le Mans 
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Group B – Nick Sismey, JJ, Dan, Martin Thorpe, Phil Rees and Victor de Oliveira 
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Victor and Ferrari take Round 25 
 

Victor de Oliveira took his Ferrari to his second Carrera Digital Club Night win at our final race on 
Friday night beating Poleman Simon Goodlip and Angus Smith by 2.2 laps. This was Simon’s 
38th (17) front row start where he equalled his PB of seven Poles in a row. He also added his 33rd 
(14) fastest lap with a PB 8th in a row. While Victor’s 79.7 laps would have only been good enough 
for second in the last two races he was able to take the win through better fuel strategy and less 
problems in the pits. Slowly, slowly wins the race! This was Victor’s third Group B win in a row. 
 

Nick Sismey had his best run of the weekend with fourth another 2.1 laps down, especially as he 
beat the similar Porsches of Group A racers Dean Garbett and Steve White. Steve had decided 
it was his hand controller causing problems earlier. Borrowing Bill’s seemed to fix the problem. A 
new one has since been put on order! JJ Hughes-Dowd had his best run of the Evening with 7th 
(after a 17th and 16th) just 0.7 laps behind Steve, as he got back in tune with his Audi R8.  
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Group A – Tom Gray, Lewis, Steve White, Dean, Angus and Simon. 
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Dave Edwards made it three Group D wins in a row, just a tenth behind JJ, beating two Group A 
and three Group B racers in the process. Dave is certainly heading upwards in the Rankings at Le 
mans. Tom Gray was the next Group A racer 0.6 laps behind Dave while Martin Thorpe was the 
next Group B racer another 0.2 laps back. He, like Steve earlier, was struggling with his Porsche 
but as yet hadn’t worked out what his problem was as he just made the top ten, his best score at 
Le Sarthe on Friday by some margin. 
 

 
 

Daniel Kalyan made it 3-0 in the son/dad competition, taking 11th three places and 0.7 laps ahead 
of dad Jag Kalyan in 14th. Daniel also took his first Group win of the weekend, the C. Including 
Daniel in 11th the next six places were in fact all taken up by Group C racers, with Richard Booth 
only losing out on a shared Group win with Daniel by 0.1 laps. Weekend Group Challenge leader 
Chris Whitehouse took third in the Group and 13th overall, another 0.4 laps back, with Jag a tenth 
behind him. Stuart Gray was the first of the 60+ brigade on 69.6 laps with Laura Edwards also 
going down 3-0 in the family steaks as she came home 0.3 laps behind Stuart. 
 
That was more like it for Terry Mullen, after taking a 19th then dropping to 21st he took a Le Mans 
best of 17th in Round 25. Initially Friday was OK for Lewis Blacker with a 5th but then car problems 
saw him take 22nd in the middle race and then 18th here. Unfortunately he wasn’t going to be there 
the next day to try and emulate taking the win at our first race at Le Mans on 17Nov23. JT Hughes-
Dowd was second in their family race this time, 1.2 laps ahead of Bill Whitehouse who was 
coming to terms with the very different Le Mans track compared to the Monza layout as he took 
20th.  
 
Phil Rees encountered car problems meaning he withdrew after 28.4 laps to take 21st while Dan 
Hughes-Dowd decided to call it a day after 18.0 laps. A pity as he, like six others, wouldn’t be 
back on Saturday. One racer who would be back was Macaully Dutson. He had taken a fall earlier 
in the day, so was only able to make the first two Rounds of the night, deciding it was better to rest 
at home rather than race in Round 25 so he could be ready for the six races targeted for Saturday. 
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Martin and Steve had troubled times at Le Mans but both came good in the end 
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Victor made Le Mans his own  Jenson Woodhouse joined us for Saturday morning 
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Victor takes back-to-back wins! 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira’s move to Group A for the first time on Saturday morning was rewarded with 
back-to-back wins at Le Mans and his third career win in seven Club Nights. Also being A4 on the 
grid meant he would take home nine Group points rather than the six he took home from winning 
Group B from B1. The grid had reduced from a maximum of 23 racers on Friday evening to 18 on 
Saturday which meant just three Groups of racers. While it was disappointing to be running half of 
the grid we could have run it did mean those there would get three Club Nights in the morning and 
three in the afternoon! 
 

Victor became only the third racer to record 80 laps at the Le Mans circuit after he had set his 
second career Pole position. To go with this he also set his second fastest lap. Borrowing Bill’s 
hand controller for the rest of the meeting Steve White was now back on song taking second, 1.2 
laps behind Victor and 2.7 laps ahead of Angus Smith who was looking for his first win at the 
French track. While the podium was covered by 3.9 laps another 1.4 laps back came Tom Gray 
also running in his first Le Mans weekend. He went one better than his A4 Group position by taking 
A3 at the flag and fourth overall.  
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Cars being checked by Angus in Parc Ferme ready for the six Saturday Club Nights 
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Nick Sismey started Saturday as he finished Friday with a top five finish, this time in fifth, taking 
his first Group win of the weekend, the B. We suspect Phil Rees in sixth, 0.6 laps behind Nick, 
wished he hadn’t swapped Nick’s Porsche running gear onto a new chassis as he was now 
challenging him for positions again! Chris Whitehouse catapulted up the leaderboard on Saturday 
morning taking 7th beating his PB of 9th at Monza on 19Jan24. To go with this his 8th on the grid 
smashed his 14th also at Monza but on the Saturday of that meeting on 20Jan24. 
 

 
 

Richard Booth and Dave Edwards shared 8th overall with Dave making it four consecutive Group 
wins in a row. Friday night he was winning the D now the C. His 4th on the grid also beat his 
previous PB way back on 25Oct22 at the Brands Hatch Indy circuit, 85 races ago, where he started 
in 5th. Daniel Kalyan continued to improve his results at Le Mans by moving up to 10th in the first 
race on Saturday. His Audi running very smoothly. 
 
Stuart Gray was top of the 60+ lap racers with 69.7 laps in 11th, his best result of the weekend to 
date, while Jenson Woodhouse, only running in the three Saturday morning races, took 12th in 
his first ever Le Mans race. Setting the 7th fastest lap he beat his PB of 15th set at Rockingham on 
28May24. Just 0.2 laps behind our youngest racer was our only lady racer Laura Edwards in 13th 
who was another 0.2 laps ahead of Macaully Dutson. Standing down from the last of Friday’s 
Club Nights to rest his back had worked as he set the 6th fastest lap here beating his PB of 10th 
set on 18Nov23 at the same track! 
 
Troubles continued for Martin Thorpe who closed out Group A down in 15th. Further investigations 
were required. Meanwhile Terry Mullen was happy with 16th as he set two PBs. His 10th in Qualy 
beat his 15th at Monza on 20Jan24 and his 10th fastest lap beat his 11th at the same race weekend.  
 
John Lamb ran in his first Club Night of the weekend and took 17th as friend Bill Whitehouse 
closed out our three Groups of racers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 38      

 
 

John Lamb also joined us for the Saturday Club Nights 
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Macaully enjoyed his eight races at Le Mans, and Terry enjoyed his nine! 
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Victor’s French Tour de Chapeau! 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira made it three wins in a row at Le Mans to set up his first career hat-trick. His 
fourth win followed his third Pole, and his first back-to-back front grid slot. His third fastest lap 
almost gave him his first track record as he stopped the clock a mere 0.002 seconds slower than 
Simon Goodlip had recorded on Friday night. His 80.7 laps was also 0.1 laps off the track record! 
 

Angus Smith and Steve White swapped places from the previous Round with Angus taking 
second, four laps behind Victor. He knew his motor was slowing but couldn’t do anything about it 
until after the three morning Club Nights. The afternoon would see him with a different set up. 
Steve was just 0.1 laps behind Angus as his form continued to flourish after the hand controller 
switch. Phil Rees produced what would be his best run of the weekend finishing fourth, his red 
and white Audi really getting hooked up with the Le Mans circuit. 
 

By position six all three Group winners were accounted for with Richard Booth taking a career 
best of fifth beating his sixth at the Brands Hatch Indy circuit on 01Aug23, and with it Group B. 
Dave Edwards also continued to take Group honours winning the the C in sixth, one off his best 
ever result. 
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Saturday’s Group C – Razor, Macca, Terry, Jenson, Bill and Dave. 
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The PBs kept on falling with Jenson Woodhouse breaking all of his. Finishing in seventh, 0.6 laps 
behind Dave, Jenson beat his ninth placed finish at Rockingham at the end of May by two places. 
In addition he had Qualified in 10th beating his 12th at the same meeting and took the sixth fastest 
lap beating his seventh in the previous race. Nick Sismey just got beat by someone 51 year’s 
younger than him, but he couldn’t have been more happy for young Jenson who is so incredibly 
mature for his ten years.  
 

 
 

Chris Whitehouse dropped two places from his best ever Carrera Digital finish of seventh in the 
previous Round to take ninth. However he also set a PB with the ninth fastest lap beating his 11th 
at DHORC-CD 100. Tom Gray’s performance waned a little here with his Lambo only taking 10th 
this time around. He would be back.  
 
Terry Mullen on the other hand was having his best ever run. Having taken 13th at Rockingham 
in 28May24 he went two better to take 11th in our fifth race of the weekend. To go with that he 
started from the ninth grid position, one place closer to the sharp end than he managed in the 
previous Round. His Porsche was smokin’. Daniel Kalyan kept on banging in the 70+ lap scores 
but this time dropped a couple of places from his best result at Le Mans with 12 th. He would also 
be back. 
 
Macaully Dutson was chuffed with his lot at the Le Mans circuit as he set the seventh fastest lap 
for Round 27 beating his 10th on the grid at Sakhir on 19Sep23. His 13th place finish was also his 
best result to date over the weekend. Laura Edwards and Stuart Gray battled it out for 14th with 
Laura getting the nod by 0.4 of a lap.  
 
Martin Thorpe was going to have to take some drastic action if he was going to turn his Le Mans 
weekend around. Finding someone in A6 on the grid down in 16th doesn’t usually measure up, and 
it certainly wasn’t here. Bill Whitehouse on the other hand recorded his best result to date at Le 
Mans as he continued to help his and Chris’ GBSC team to stay at the top of the Weekend Team 
Group Challenge charts. John Lamb took his turn to take home a Wooden Spoon this time. That 
made it five different Wooden Spoon winners in five Le Mans races.  
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Saturday’s Group B – Stuart, Laura, Daniel, Richard, Chris and Nick 
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HO racer Ellis Woodhouse came along with mum Lara to support brother Jenson.  
Caroline White helped out with marshalling at times alongside Martin. 
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Four Wins and Two Records for Victor at Le Mans! 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira’s success at Le Mans continued unabated at with his fourth straight victory. To 
add to his phenomenal success at his home circuit he also broke both track records in the process. 
Gary Skipp set the race record at 80.8 laps on 18Nov23 at our first Le Mans weekend for Simon 
Goodlip to equal that during the Friday night races at this event. Neither of them were here to 
defend their record or see their record go, but go it did, Victor bettering it by 0.1 laps. In addition 
to this he smashed Simon’s fastest lap record set the previous night by 0.193 seconds. Will we 
see a sub nine second lap soon? 
 

To go with his fifth win Victor added his fourth Pole, taking a hat-trick of front row starts, and his 
fourth fastest lap, all four being consecutive. Angus Smith and Steve White mirrored their Round 
27 results with second and third again although Angus recorded his best number of laps at Le 
Mans to date, 79.4, which left him only 1.5 laps behind Victor. He still wasn’t happy with his car so 
was pleased this was the last race of the morning session so could change cars for the start of the 
afternoon session. Steve was another 1.7 laps back.  
 

Richard Booth and Nick Sismey had an incredible tussle for Group B honours with both leading 
for several minutes. Richard then looked to have cracked it over the last few laps only for Nick to 
chase him down and finish on the same laps and tenth, just (see Page 45). This fight took them 
both to their best finish (Nick equalling his Round 25 finish) of the weekend, joint fourth, which was 
a PB for Richard beating his fifth in the previous Round! 
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Saturday’s Group A – Martin, Phil, Victor, Tom, Steve and Angus 
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Dave Edwards took consecutive Group win number six with sixth place overall, matching his 
Round 27 result, but adding 0.7 laps to his best score at Le Mans. Tom Gray maintained his top 
ten finishes with seventh this time 0.1 laps behind Dave while Phil Rees was 1.6 laps in arrears 
of Tom in eighth. Daniel Kalyan was having a great Le Mans as was Jenson Woodhouse as 
they closed out the top ten, 0.4 laps apart. Jenson continued to set PBs with sixth on the grid 
beating his tenth a race earlier! 
 

 
 

Macaully Dutson led home the remaining seven racers as we lost Martin Thorpe while he took 
time out to fix his Porsche. Macaully was a mere 0.2 laps behind Jenson and 0.6 ahead of Chris 
Whitehouse who set the eighth fastest lap beating his ninth in the previous round.  
 

With 12 racers on 70+ laps we had five on 60+ with Stuart Gray heading these on 69.7 laps in 
13th. Laura Edwards closed out Group B in 14th while the second half of racers in Group C were 
the last past the post. John Lamb made 15th his own with Bill Whitehouse taking 16th from Terry 
Mullen who became the sixth different Wooden Spoon winner in six races. Bill also set the 17 th 
fastest lap beating his 18th at Monza on 20Jan24. 
 

 
 

Phil ran Race Control for the most of the weekend with Dave’s help 
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It all came good for Steve in Round 29 
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Steve charges to the top! 
 

 

Steve White took Round 29 by the scruff of the neck and motored home to his seventh career win. 
His second win of 2024 beat Le Man guru Victor de Olivera by 2.4 laps as the latter took a short 
breather from the top step of the podium. He did however add to his top trumps’ stats by taking his 
fifth career Pole and fifth career fastest lap. Both were also his fourth in a row! 
 
Tom Gray had been threatening a podium finish all meeting and in the seventh Le Mans race of 
the weekend he duly delivered finishing just 0.4 laps behind Victor. Angus Smith, with a new car, 
took fourth another 0.3 laps back. Phil Rees won the battle with Nick Sismey this time making it 
4-3 to him, 0.5 laps separating the two with 75.0 and 74.5 laps respectively. While Nick took his 
third Group (B) win of the weekend Dave Edwards took his seventh (C) from seven starts. 
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Tom took third in Round 29 
 
Martin Thorpe was back, and with new tyres fitted to his Porsche. He discovered his problems 
were down to his tyres. New tyres and he was immediately back in the top ten, taking eighth with 
the fifth fastest lap. Daniel Kalyan was a lap behind Martin repeating his previous Round’s result 
in ninth while Laura Edwards and Richard Booth shared 10th and B3, both on 70.5 laps. This 
was Laura’s best result at Le Mans this year. 
 

 
 
Macaully Dutson only dropped one place from his best Le Mans result with 12th in Round 29 as 
he beat Chris Whitehouse by 0.4 laps. Terry Mullen took 14th in his seventh race of weekend, 
his second best result after his 11th earlier in the meeting. John Lamb matched his best result in 
Round 28 with 15th while Stuart Gray and Bill Whitehouse closed out the first race of the 
afternoon session in 16th and 17th respectively. 
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Laura took her best result in Round 30 with 8th  
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Normality resumed as Victor takes Le Mans win No5 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira resumed his winning spree at Le Mans by taking his fifth victory of the weekend 
and sixth of his career. And he did it in style by becoming the first racer to record 81.0 race laps at 
Le Sarthe, beating his 80.9 laps in Round 28. He also made it six Poles and six fastest laps, both 
with five in a row. Both Martin Thorpe and Steve White had a difficult start to the weekend but, 
having sorted out their problems, all was coming good now. The two friends shared second, two 
laps behind Victor. 
 

Angus Smith made it back-to-back fourth place finishes in the afternoon session with Tom Gray 
dropping two places to fifth despite only lapping 0.1 laps less than Round 29. Daniel Kalyan (Page 
55) was euphoric with his result in Round 30. He simply drove out of his skin to take an incredible 
sixth place finish and the Group B win. This was no less than three places better than his ninth at 
the same meeting on 18Nov23. Daniel is clearly a big fan of Le Mans. Nick Sismey tried all he 
could to take the B win off Daniel, but he couldn’t get to within 0.3 laps of him. 
 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 57      

Eight Le Mans races in and eight Group wins for Dave Edwards as he zoomed up the Group 
Challenge table. Just to match that he finished eighth overall here 1.2 laps ahead of Richard 
Booth who, for once, couldn’t stay with Daniel and Nick. Phil Rees’ tenth place finish meant it was 
now 4-4 between him and Nick at Le Mans with one Round to go. Macaully Dutson was back up 
to 11th again equalling his best result in France. 
 
Chris Whitehouse took his third 12th place finish of the weekend with Laura Edwards almost 
matching him, had she added just 0.1 laps to her score. She was quicker than him in the fastest 
lap charts, however. Talking of fastest laps Terry Mullen was nearly half a second quicker than 
both of them with his ninth fastest lap beating his previous best of tenth earlier in the day. Stuart 
Gray was only 0.3 laps behind Terry making sure he maintained his 70+ Group Challenge lead. 
 
Bill Whitehouse’s penultimate race of the weekend saw him in 16th while John Lamb had to take 
a work phone call after he had completed just over 10 laps. He was able to return but only added 
13.2 laps to finish on 23.2 to match Bill on two Le Mans Wooden Spoons. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Stuart retained his lead in the 70+ Group Challenge 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 58      

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Round 31 
 

                             
 

8th June 2024 

Race Report 

Le Mans 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 59      

 
 

Dave took Group wins in all nine Le Mans Club Nights 
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Victor wins Le Mans weekend 6-2-1 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira made it six wins at our second Le Mans weekend to go with Simon Goodlip’s 
two and Steve White’s one. This also puts Victor at the top of Le Mans wins over the two weekends 
where we have had a combined 15 Club Nights. His six compares to Simon and Gary Skipp’s four 
(one of which they shared), Lewis Blacker and Steve’s one each. Of those six wins Victor took five 
perfect 45 point hauls including this one. Therefore his stats at the end of the Le Mans meeting 
were Poles 7 – 6 in a row, wins 7 – 4 in a row and fastest laps 7 – 6 in a row. This moves him from 
13th to 6th in the main Championship and a record 70 Race Group points over the weekend takes 
him, incredibly,  from 25th to third in the Group Challenge and into second in the Weekend Group 
Challenge! 
 

Martin Thorpe proved his Round 30 result was no fluke by repeating it in Round 31, those tyres 
transforming his car’s handling. Angus Smith finally got back onto the podium during the last race 
of the afternoon 1.4 laps behind Martin. He is now level on the number of Club Nights in 2024 with 
Simon as he got back the six races he missed at Monza, while Simon missed six races here. Simon 
retains his Championship lead as surprisingly our 2022 Champion Angus didn’t take a win in 
France, but he does move into second reducing the lead from 179.5 points to 93.0. 
 

Steve took fourth this time 0.1 laps behind Angus, with his win in Round 29 taking him to third in 
the Championship. Tom Gray closed out his weekend with another top five finish a lap behind 
Steve in fifth, meaning all of the top five were from Group A. Richard Booth then broke that chain 
taking sixth with his fifth Group win of the weekend. This gave him a total of 55 Le Mans Group 
points taking him from fifth to the lead in the Group Challenge by an incredible 19 points over Nick 
Sismey who followed him home 0.2 laps in arrears. Richard is also now third in the Weekend 
Group Challenge. 
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Richard now leads the Group Challenge 
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Dave Edwards made it! He took a Group win in every Le Mans Club Night. Only two people have 
beaten him on consecutive wins now, Andrew Staniec (17) and JJ Hughes-Dowd (10). Dave’s 
performances over the weekend saw him and Laura move into second place in the Team Group 
Challenge with Crash Test Dummies and third in the Weekend Team Group Challenge. All nine of 
his results at Le Mans were in the top ten so he will see a move up the Ranking charts for 
Rockingham – that could stop his Group win steam roller! Chris Whitehouse in ninth made sure 
he retained his lead in the Weekend Group Challenge and he and his dad Bill stayed at the top of 
the pile in the Weekend Team Group Challenge with GBSC. 
 

 
 
Daniel Kalyan took his fifth top ten finish out of nine starts at Le Mans with the Group points he 
recorded over the weekend placing him to third in the Group Challenge alongside Victor. Dave is 
only 0.5 points further back in fifth! Terry Mullen set yet another PB in Round 31, the last one of 
the weekend. Finishing in 11th he set the 8th fastest lap beating his 9th in the previous Round. He 
also moves into second in the 70+ Group Challenge with a 9 point gap to our leader Stuart. 
 
Phil Rees had to concede a 4-5 win to Nick at Le Mans as he took 12th this time to the latter’s 
seventh, however as Team Wolfsburg they now lead the Team Group Challenge and lie second 
in the Weekend Group Challenge. Similarly Laura Edwards helped Dave and their team to move 
up the charts in both categories with 13th here.  
 
Macaully Dutson was happy with his lot over the eight races he ran over the weekend. His car 
was quick, his car was smooth, and his car was nice to drive. He is already looking forward to his 
McLaren taking on Rockingham. It was great to see John Lamb run in six straight Club Nights. 
He wasn’t feeling on top form the night before so withdrew from those three races but made sure 
he was there throughout Saturday.  
 
Stuart Gray remained ahead of the 70+ Group Challenge and helped him and son Tom move into 
third in the Team Group Challenge with Gray Hounds, a smidgen of 0.5 points behind second.  Bill 
Whitehouse did the same with son Chris and made sure they stayed atop the Weekend Team 
Group Challenge. 
 
Thank you to all 25 racers who took part this weekend, we ran 30 off 15-minute Group Races, 
recording 12,028.1 laps and 281.5 miles of racing. Absolutely superb! 
 
Nick Sismey 
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Chris stays top of the Weekend Group Challenge while he and dad Bill maintain their lead 

in the Weekend Team Group Challenge. 
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What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Stand Down Charts 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 
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Rockingham Motor Speedway is a former racing motorsport venue in Rockingham, 

Northamptonshire, England, United Kingdom, near the town of Corby. It hosted professional and 
club races, as well as testing, track days, driver training, exhibitions and conferences. It claimed to 
be Europe's fastest racing circuit and was the first banked oval constructed in Britain since the 
closure of Brooklands in 1939. 
 
The venue entered administration in 2017 and hosted its final motor race in November 2018.In 
2021, the facility was purchased by Constellation Automotive. 
 
DHORC ran slot car tracks at many of Rockingham’s major meetings and was very sad when it 
closed. 
 
We are replicating the International Long Circuit with our Carrera Digital track. 

 
 

 
 

Circuit History 
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