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Front Cover: Welcome back Chris Cooper. 
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The racing starts here! Following the News and Views 
plus the Original Interlagos Test in Part 1, Part 2 covers the 
four races from Tuesday night. Enjoy! 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
 
 

 
 

 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  
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Round 41 
 

                             
 

17th September 2024 

Race Report 

Sakhir  
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Dean Garbett is a three time winner at the Sakhir GP circuit, Victor de Oliveira is a double 
winner after Tuesday evening. 
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Victor joins the Quartet Club! 
 

Victor de Oliveira joined the Quartet Club by becoming the fourth Carrera Digital Member to take 
four Club Night wins in a row. He backed up his hattrick at Road America way back in July with a 
win at the first Club Night on the Sakhir GP circuit. Fellow Quartet Club Member Simon Goodlip 
took second, equalling his former race laps record of 75.5 laps set on 19Sep23. That has increased 
to 76.2 laps now, with Victor now carrying the laps record baton, with his 11th career victory. Victor 
matched this with his 11th fastest lap, his fourth in a row. 
 

We had three Quartet Club Members in the top three with Angus Smith 1.7 laps behind Simon, 
recording his first podium finish in eight races! Phil Rees was our Group B winner, just outpacing 
Steve White by 0.1 laps to take fourth. Tom Gray made it two Group B racers in the top six 0.3 
laps further back. 
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It was as if Chris Cooper had 
never been away! 
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Dean Garbett took his first Pole position since 18Nov23, the 10th of his career, and converted that 
into 7th the fourth racer to finish in the 71 laps mark, just tenths behind the three racers ahead of 
him. Lewis Blacker closed out Group A, 1.6 laps behind Dean, their lap times being separated by 
a mere 0.005 seconds. Nick Sismey was the last of the 70+ lappers, and only just with 70.1 laps 
leaving his red and white Porsche 911 in ninth. Liam Smith would have needed another 0.6 laps 
to join the racers above in the 70+ lap club as he recorded yet another top ten finish. 
 
JJ Hughes-Dowd took the Group C win but more importantly beat fellow Group C racer, dad, Dan 
Hughes-Dowd, in the process. Dad was 1.7 laps in arrears despite lapping nearly four tenths of a 
lap quicker! Just behind them in 13th was John Lamb, the Group D victor, enjoying his evening of 
racing. What’s more this was his first Group win of the year, so celebrations were in order! 

 

 
 

The final Race Group positions were different to where some folk actually raced to take 
account of everyone’s needs. This is Group D with final Race Group positions in brackets 

where applicable, Andrew Staniec, Simon Rankin, Macca Dutson & Terry Mullen (C5) 
 

Richard Booth and Jag Kalyan made Razor the meat in a Group C sandwich with two Group C 
racers either side of Razor. Richards 65.4 laps saw him almost take a lap out of Jag in 15 th while 
Daniel Kalyan lead home two other Group D racers, Macaully Dutson and Andrew Staniec by 
1.3 and 2.6 laps respectively. 
 
Chris Cooper is back! What a great moment it was when Chris returned to the oche for the first 
time since Imola on 07Feb23. With 31 Club Nights under his belt in his first spell with us and a best 
finish of third we are expecting great things from his second stint. Let’s hope he stays longer this 
time! To set the ball rolling he took 19th from 13th on the grid (recorded at the 31May22 Sakhir race) 
with the 16th fastest lap recorded by his BMW M3. He is thinking of swapping to his Lambo for Fuji! 
 
We had nine racers record 70+ laps in this first race of the night and 10 record 60+ laps. Had Terry 
Mullen added just 0.3 laps to his score then we would have had 11. His 59.7 laps however beat 
Simon Rankin’s Aston as the latter took the Wooden Spoon. However he has a new car in the 
offing and hopefully that will surface in Japan! 
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Liam Smith photographing the photographer! 
 

 
 

Group B – Chris, Liam, Nick Sismey, Phil Rees and Tom Gray (Pic: JJ) 
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Round 42 
 

                             
 

17th September 2024 

 

Race Report 

Sakhir 
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Group C – John Lamb (D3), Daniel Kalyan (D1), Jag Kalyan, Richard Booth,  
JJ Hughes-Dowd and Dan Hughes-Dowd  

 

 
 

Tom with his racing equipment 
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Victor breaks consecutive win record! 
 

Victor de Oliveira took back to back victories at the Sakhir GP circuit. What’s more this meant he 
had become the first DHORC-CD Member to win five Club Nights on the trot! His 12th career victory 
also saw him break his own 76.2 laps race record set in the previous round, leaving it at 78.4 laps! 
Talking of records he also beat Angus Smith’s fastest ever lap around Sakhir, set way back in 
the test on 29Mar22. The original Spring’22 lap time was 9.906 seconds, Victor reduced that down 
to 9.630, his sixth straight fastest lap and 12th to date. As well as losing his record Angus would 
also suffer the ignominy of taking home the Wooden Spoon with only 11 laps on the board. He 
unfortunately got into the loop of not being able to refuel so pulled his hand controller. 
 

Simon Goodlip again took second but was 0.7 laps behind his original record this time with 74.8 
laps. He was joined in second by Steve White although Simon would take one more point home 
than Steve as he took an extra fastest lap point than the latter. Lewis Blacker moved up from 
eighth to fourth this time thanks to 2.1 more laps while Phil Rees dropped a place to fifth despite 
adding 0.8 laps to his earlier tally! He would again take the Group B win. 
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“Look no mobile phone!” – Lewis Blacker performing his Tommy Cooper impression! 
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Tom Gray again took sixth, even though, like Phil, he added to his earlier score. He was 0.4 laps 
ahead of back to back Pole sitter Dean Garbett, who, like a London Bus, once he found one Pole 
another came along for him straight behind that one! That put him on a career total of 11 Poles 
and two for 2024. With these two racers having matched their Round 41 positions Nick Sismey 
moved up one place to eighth, the last racer to record 70+ laps. Unusually there were less 70+ 
lappers in the second round than the first where there had been nine! 
 

 
 

Liam Smith and JJ Hughes-Dowd matched Nick by moving up a place each to ninth and tenth 
here with JJ also matching Victor and Phil with back to back Group wins. Richard Booth jumped 
three places to claim 11th thanks to 2.2 more laps completed than earlier in the evening while John 
Lamb matched the trio ahead of him by also taking back to back Group wins, again the D. 
 
The improvements continued with Jag Kalyan moving up two places to 13th while Macaully 
Dutson jumped three to 14th, just 1.1 laps behind Jag. Macca has really got in tune with his 
McLaren now and is reaping the rewards! Jag is looking to fit a new chassis to his Audi so watch 
out as he continues to move up the leaderboard at Fuji on 15Oct24. The returning Chris Cooper 
coached his heavy but fast BMW M3 into 15th this time, four places better than his first race of the 
evening. He is already going in the right direction! 
 
Dan Hughes-Dowd only gave a tenth away to Chris but that was enough to see him a place back 
in 17th. Daniel Kalyan’s Audi followed Dan’s Ferrari home, 0.4 laps the gap. Terry Mullen was 
two places better off than DHORC-CD 118 in 18th and this time joined the 60+ lappers. Andrew 
Staniec also joined this group again, with an extra 0.6 laps meaning we had 11 racers recording 
over 60 laps. Simon Rankin is so looking forward to changing his tired Aston for his Lambo at Fuji 
as he took 20th, only Angus holding him and the rest of the grid up! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 19      

 
 

Group A – Lewis, Dean, Victor, Angus Smith, Simon Goodlip and Steve White 
 

 
 

Group A’s grid 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Double Sakhir GP winner Victor in discussion with our two Carrera Digital Champions to 
date Simon and Angus 
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Cars entering the back straight 
 

 
 

The Outer Circuit conversion track ready to be fitted. 
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Round 43 
 

                    
Outer Circuit 

17th September 2024 

 

SR3 Race Report 

Sakhir 
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Tom and Andrew marshalling Turns 1 & 2 
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Plenty of marshals around the Sakhir Outer circuit with Jag, JJ, Simon and Steve above… 
 

 
 

…. and Daniel, Terry, Richard and Dan here. 
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Victor hits everyone for six! 
 

They may not play a lot of cricket in Portugal, but  Victor de Oliveira hit everyone for six in Round 
43 with his sixth consecutive Carrera Digital win, beating his record of five at the previous Race. 
While he didn’t beat Dean Garbett’s 5-minute lap record of 46.2 laps he did thrash Dean’s fastest 
lap record by a staggering 1.053 seconds in just 86’10” of track, leaving it at 5.005 seconds. This 
was the fastest speed on any of our Carrera Digital tracks to date and by some margin! The 
previous best was on the Brands Hatch Indy circuit on 01Aug23 with a 10.461mph lap set by 
Simon Goodlip. Not only did Victor become the first Member to lap at over 11mph he annihilated 
even that speed with a lap speed of 11.829mph Just to prove this was no fluke Angus Smith set 
a lap time of 5.092 seconds! Will this be beaten on the Luanda Oval? Victor’s 13th fastest lap would 
accompany his 13th win! 
 

With it being 5-minute Sprint Races on the Sakhir Oval, Race Groups were reduced from six to 
four runners. 
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Again the Sprint Race Groups were mixed up. Group F – Andrew, Simon and Macca (E3) 
 

 
 

Group E – Razor (F1) , Daniel & Terry  
 

 
 

Group D – Jag, Richard, JJ and Dan (C4) 
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Simon maintained his second place dominance at Sakhir, even though we swapped circuits. 
Dropping 1.6 laps to Victor he kept Pole sitter, for the third straight time, Dean, behind him by 0.4 
laps. After two 7th placed finishes he was pleased to be back on the podium and take the Group B 
win. Another 0.4 laps back was 2022 Champion Angus with his super quick lap time! Nick Sismey 
made it three Group winners in the top five as he took home the C, beating the ever present top 
ten racer Tom Gray by the smallest of margins, 0.1 laps. This was Tom’s third straight sixth placed 
finish. 

 
After taking an Evening best of fourth in the second Sakhir GP race Lewis Blacker dropped to 
seventh in the first of the two Sprint Races, 0.3 laps behind Tom with Liam Smith another 1.1 laps 
back in eighth. Steve White also took a drop from second to eighth while Phil Rees closed out the 
top ten. Just 4.7 laps covered the top ten such was the competition. 
 

 
 
Richard Booth closed out the 40+ lap racers with 11th and took his first Group win of the night 
while John Lamb hit his third, Group F this time! No Group wins in 40 starts and then three from 
the last three! Jag Kalyan, in 13th, equalled his personal laps record of 39.5, set on 10Oct23, while 
JJ Hughes-Dowd made it 3-0 to him against dad Dan Hughes-Dowd at Sakhir as the former was 
1.6 laps ahead of the latter in 14th. 
 
Terry Mullen took his third Group win of the year and first since Round 22 with the E, on his way 
to 16th, his best result of the Evening. Chris Cooper and Daniel Kalyan were the second pair of 
racers during the Evening to match Race scores. They both took 17th with 36.1 laps. Macaully 
Dutson didn’t quite get it together in his third race of the Evening taking his worse result of 19 th 
however he had set the bar high after Round 43 when he took 14th!  
 
Andrew Staniec took his Ford to 20th this time, like Macca his worse score but he would bounce 
back while Simon Rankin’s Aston took its second Wooden Spoon in the desert. On the way to 
Japan in October his new Lambo should emerge! 
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Phil and Lewis doing a deal, “A set of tyres for two boxes of eggs?” 
 

 
 

Friend’s Simon and Jag at the final Turn 
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Round 44 
 

                    
Outer Circuit 

17th September 2024 

 

SR4 Race Report 

Sakhir 
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Group C – Chris, Liam and Nick 
 

 
 

Group B – Lewis, Dean, Phil and Tom 
 

 
 

Group A - Victor, Angus, Simon and Steve 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 35      

Victor in 7th heaven! 
 

Victor de Oliveira became our very own “ship of the desert”, so accustomed he has become to 
racing in the Sakhir desert. No-one could touch him on Tuesday night as he took four out of four 
wins to extend his consecutive Club record to an amazing seven, half of his total wins to date. 
Wow! To keep the accolades going he also broke Dean Garbett’s 10Oct23 Laps record by 0.3 
laps, leaving it at 46.5. His 14th fastest lap (also his 7th in a row) was preceded by his 10th Pole. 
Taking a perfect 135 points on the night he consolidated his fourth place overall in the Main 
Championship while his 27 Group points extended his lead over Richard Booth in the Group 
Challenge to 14 points. 
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Terry in full racing mode 
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Simon Goodlip again rode shotgun to Victor taking all four second places on the night but 
reducing the deficit from 1.6 laps in Round 43 to 1.0 lap here, despite Victor breaking the laps 
record. At the top of the Main Championship table Simon increased his lead over Steve White by 
25 points, to 121 points. However that could have been more had Steve not finished the Evening 
with his second podium, taking third half a lap behind Simon 
 

Steve in turn added 16.5 points to second place lead over Angus Smith in the Championship, 
leaving that gap at 73.5 points. Angus would close out his Evening with a seventh place finish. 
Steve did however drop to third in the Team Group Challenge due to M&S team mate Martin 
Thorpe being absent! Phil Rees and Nick Sismey did their lead in the Team Group Challenge no 
harm at all with 4th and 5th here taking the Group B and C wins respectively. Phil’s 3rd of the night, 
Nick’s 2nd. This extended their lead by 15 points to 37.5.  Lewis Blacker followed these two home 
just 0.6 laps in arrears, followed by Angus. 
 

 
 

Dean unfortunately took his worse score of the night in Round 44, with 8th, after taking a podium 
in Round 43. Just goes to show you have to be on it at all times to beat a field of this depth! Liam 
Smith kept his finishing order very tight in the desert with a 10th, 9th, 8th and then a 9th again here. 
Our third joint finish of the Evening belonged to Group D winner JJ Hughes-Dowd and Group F 
winner John Lamb both in tenth, JJ equalling his best result of the Evening and Razor setting his. 
Razor also made it four Group wins out of four, JJ three. 
 

Tom Gray was outside the top ten for the first time, his three sixth place finishes turning into a 12th 
at the end of the night. Just a tenth behind our pair in tenth he was 0.6 laps ahead of his uncle, 
Richard, in 13th. Richard maintained his second place in the Group Challenge, moving from two to 
three points ahead of third. Chris Cooper had his best run of the Evening as he hustled his BMW 
M3 around our fastest circuit to date to take 14th again only a tenth behind. 
 

Jag Kalyan in 15th, another 0.4 laps back, together with son Daniel Kalyan, in joint 17th, moved 
their Gruesome Twosome team into second in the Team Group Challenge while Daniel maintained 
his third place in the Group Challenge. Macaully Dutson bounced back to be that joint 17th finisher 
alongside Daniel, our fourth pairing of the Evening. They both also took their first Group win of the 
Evening, the E. Between the Kalyan’s was Dan Hughes-Dowd despite lapping quicker than both. 
 

Talking of Groups, Andrew Staniec, in 19th, took 3.0 points for being second in the F while Terry 
Mullen took 2.0 for third in the E. Despite this Terry continued in second place in the 70+ Group 
Challenge reducing the absent Stuart Gray’s lead down to 24 points, Andrew moving up to third. 
Simon Rankin’s new Lambo can’t come quick enough as his tired Aston took its third Wooden 
Spoon of the Evening. 
 

Another fantastic Evening of racing. Thank you all so much for your support and being patient 
when we had to change the tracks over twice during the night. Great to have you back Chris! 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 38      

 
 

The tricky sequence of corners at the top end of the Outer circuit 
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Victor’s McLaren  being prepped for Fuji. Be very afraid! 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Fuji 
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Fuji Speedway (富士スピードウェイ, Fuji Supīdowei) is a motorsport racetrack standing in the 

foothills of Mount Fuji, in Oyama, Suntō District, Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. It was built in the 
early 1960s. In the 1980s, Fuji Speedway was used for the FIA World Sportscar Championship 
and national racing. Originally managed by Mitsubishi Estate Co., Fuji Speedway was acquired by 
Toyota Motor Corporation in 2000. The circuit hosted the Formula One Japanese Grand Prix in 
2007 after an absence of nearly 30 years, replacing the Suzuka Circuit owned by Honda. After Fuji 
Speedway hosted the 2008 race, the Japanese Grand Prix returned to Suzuka for races from 2009 
onward. The Super GT Fuji 500 km race is held at the racetrack on Golden Week. 
 

Fuji Speedway has one of the longest straights in motorsport tracks, at 1.475 km (0.917 mi) in 
length. The circuit has an FIA Grade 1 license. 

 

 

Circuit History 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 59      

 
 
 

 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 60      

 

 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 61      

 
 

https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/ 

https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/
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