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Front Cover: Laura Edwards our only lady Member at Sheene Curve 
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Please find the Race Reports in Part 2. 
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Brands Hatch 
 

                             
 

3rd December 2024 

Race Report 

Round 59  
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Angus Smith checking all 24 cars before taking two wins at Brands Hatch 
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Phil Rees takes Macaully Dutson through the wonders of Race Control 
 

 
 

Connor Bacon (middle) brought along friend Reece Alexander 
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Group D – Connor, Andrew Staniec, JT Hughes-Dowd, Simon Rankin, Laura Edwards and 
Jag Kalyan plus the ever smiling Chris Cooper at Paddock Hill Bend. 
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Angus’ Brands Hatch hattrick! 
 

 

Angus Smith made it a hattrick of wins at Brands Hatch after winning our first Club Night on 
Tuesday. He also won the previous two Club Nights on 01Aug23 to make it three on the bounce. 
Having also won one of the three Club Nights on the Kent track on 04Jul23 he is the most prolific 
winner on the former British F1 GP circuit with four in the books. Angus’ record 38th career win and 
12th of 2024 was by exactly two laps ahead of Nick Sismey who equalled his best result of the 
year thanks to his new Gulf Porsche 911 prepared by 2026 F1 entry Cadillac. Both also took Group 
wins. 
 

Lewis Blacker just pipped Victor de OIiveira for third by a tenth although Victor took his 25th (25th) 
fastest lap, which was his seventh straight best lap on a night, equalling his personal best streak.  
 

Another two tenths back was a second Porsche 911 to go with the two McLarens and Corvette 
ahead of him with Steve White in fifth. Friend Martin Thorpe made it three Porsche’s in the top 
six 0.6 laps back while Tom Gray’s Lambo was only a further tenth in arrears in seventh.  
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Again Daniel Kalyan was a star marshal. 
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Liam Smith was back where he should be well inside the top ten in eighth, which he shared with 
Groups C winner Richard Booth who took five points out if Victor’s Group Challenge lead. Our 
other Group winner on the Evening followed these two home, with Jag Kalyan winning Group D 
and rounding out the top ten! He was the first of the 60+ lappers after the top nine all surpassed 
the 70 lap mark. 
 
Chris Cooper was pleased with his 11th place finish, his second best result since his return, but 
not quite matching his 8th from Round 50 earlier in the year. While Chris was a lap behind Jag, 
Andrew Staniec was 0.8 laps behind Chris in 12th and also set his second best result of the year. 
And yes his best result had also been 8th in Round 2 of the year!  
 

 
 
Bill Whitehouse ran his first non-weekend race meeting and duly took 13th overall in his 24th 
career start. Just 0.2 laps behind Chris he was 0.6 laps ahead of friend, Oxigen Endurance Race 
teammate and new Carrera Digital teammate for 2025 in team Razorbill John Lamb. A mere tenth 
behind Razor was Macaully Dutson in 15th fearing he would get a nose bleed so high up in the 
order was he! 
 
Daniel Kalyan, running just inside Group B, one of his highest grid spots, took 15th, his five Group 
Challenge points keeping him firmly in third place in that Championship. There was then a good 
6.2 laps before our Queen of Carrera Laura Edwards popped up in the results in 17th although 
she had another seven racers behind her, including two previous winners. Our very own YouTuber 
Dan Hughes-Dowd was 1.3 laps behind Laura while Connor Bacon in only his fourth race start 
was another 1.1 laps back in 19th.  
 
Another lap back was JT Hughes-Dowd, securing a top 20 finish while Championship leader 
Simon Goodlip had a disaster having a wire come off his motor after his 52nd lap! Dave Edwards 
and Simon Rankin also suffered with car issues in 22nd and 23rd while Phil Rees’ app 
disconnected after just 17.0 laps so he decided the stand down rather than resurrect the situation. 
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Nick Sismey and Bill Whitehouse 
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3rd December 2024 

Race Report 

Round 60  
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Victor de Oliveira took a record 23rd win in a year at Round 60 
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Victor’s record 23rd win in ‘24 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira set a new record for wins in a year with his 23rd of 2024 in only his second ever 
race on the Brands Hatch GP circuit. His 23rd career victory followed his 21st (21st) Pole and 
included his 26th (26th) fastest lap, taking him to a PB of eight straight fastest laps. He was the first 
racer of the night to reach 80+ laps leaving the score at 80.2 laps as he also took home his 30th 
Group win of the year. This would help him extend his lead in the Group Challenge by three points 
over his nearest rival.  
 
Victor was 2.3 laps ahead of joint second place finishers Angus Smith and Simon Goodlip, the 
latter of which had almost certainly confirmed back-to-back Championships. 
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Simon ran in two of the three Club Nights at Brands Hatch 
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Martin Thorpe and Lewis Blacker finished on the same lap as our two previous Carrera Digital 
Champions but Martin was half a lap back, and Lewis six tenths back in fifth. Heading Group B this 
was Martin’s 34th Group win keeping him third in the all-time charts behind Angus and Simon. 
Steve White was exactly a lap behind Lewis but an extra point for the fifth fastest lap moved him 
up to within a point of Lewis. Nick Sismey dropped six places to seventh compared to Round 59 
after recording 1.6 laps less. Interestingly had he scored the same laps as in the previous Round 
he would still have finished seventh! 
 
Liam Smith certainly gave Nick a run for his money, often running in the same tenth as the latter, 
just three tenths separating them at the flag, Liam matching his eighth from the previous round. 
Tom Gray made ninth all his own 1.9 laps behind Liam while Bill Whitehouse was euphoric with 
his fifth career Group win bringing home the silverware in Group C. Just one place and 1.1 laps 
behind Bill was our double Group D winner of the night Jag Kalyan who was thoroughly enjoying 
his Evening of racing. 
 

 
 
Another having a great time was Macaully Dutson moving up three places to 12th beating fellow 
Group C racer Chris Cooper by the smallest of margins, a tenth. Andrew Staniec was really able 
to push his Ford GT around the Kent forests to take 14th another 0.3 laps back while second in the 
Group Challenge Richard Booth lost three points to leader Victor with fourth in the C and 15th 
overall. Phil Rees’ bad night continued however he was able to gather some extra points after 
taking the Wooden Spoon in the previous Round with 16th here. 
 
Dan Hughes-Dowd was less than a lap behind Phil and even less of a lap ahead of Dave Edwards 
who finished in 18th. Dave made it one all in the Edward’s stakes by beating his wife Laura 
Edwards this time, although Laura had been more dominant in Round 59 taking 17th to Dave’s 
22nd whereas she was only one place behind this time in 19th. Daniel Kalyan followed the Edwards 
into the record books in 20th while John Lamb dropped seven places to take 21st. 
 
We then had the three racers at the bottom of Group D matching their grid positions exactly, JT 
Hughes-Dowd in 22nd, Connor Bacon 23rd and Simon Rankin in 24th, an Audi R8, a Porsche 
911 and a Lamborghini sharing those spoils.  
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Group C – Bill, John Lamb, Richard Booth, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Chris and Macaully 
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Jag had a great night taking all three Group D wins 
 

 
 

Andrew also enjoyed himself at Brands Hatch 
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Angus’ best race yet with his record 39th win! 
 

 

Angus Smith crashed but once in the final 15-minute Club Night of the Evening in what he believes 
was his best ever Carrera Digital drive, where he took a record 39th (13th) win! The history books 
will also show that he broke both the race laps record and the fastest lap record. The first record 
was his own at 80.9 laps set on 01Aug23, which is now 82.0. The second belonged to Simon 
Goodlip with a 9.218 second lap on 04Jul23, which Angus lowered to 9.111 seconds. Victor de 
Oliveira also beat it with a 9.199 second lap. Angus’ 46th (7th) fastest lap was his first since 
18Jun24 and adds to his record haul. 
 

Lewis Blacker converted his best score of the night (79.1 laps) into his best result of the night, 
second, 2.9 laps down on Angus while Nick Sismey swapped places with Lewis from Round 59 
to take third another 1.6 laps back. Like Angus he took his second Group win of the night. 
 

Victor so nearly matched Angus on lap time, which would have seen him go nine straight fastest 
laps but the 0.088 second shortfall there and the 0.2 laps deficit to Nick meant he didn’t take the 
fastest lap or another podium. However he did take his 22nd (22nd) Pole. This unfortunately was 
Victor’s last Evening in 2024 as he can’t make the Luanda Evening. Therefore he will have to 
watch from afar as to whether he can maintain his lead in the Group Challenge. 
 

 
 

Steve White made it four Group A racers in the top five, being very consistent at Brands Hatch 
with a 5th, 6th and 5th place finishes. Martin Thorpe matched friend Steve here on 76.9 laps to also  
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Only Richard can beat Victor to top honours in the Group Challenge 
 

 
 

Liam took eighth in all three races on Tuesday sharing Round 59 with Richard 
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take fifth together with second in Group B. Their Group points tonight moved their Team M&S into 
third in the Team Group Challenge. Four racers were covered by just 0.3 laps as Tom Gray 
finished on 76.7 laps in seventh and Liam Smith 76.6 in eighth, his third straight eighth place finish 
at Brands Hatch. Tom also matched his finishing position from Round 59. Unfortunately with his 
dad Stuart absent from Brands Hatch their Team Gray Hounds dropped from second to fourth in 
the Team Group Challenge alongside Angus and Lewis’ 2 Fast 2 Furious Team. Just 12 points 
cover four teams from second down to fifth so anything could happen at Luanda. 
 

Macaully Dutson followed his friend home in ninth equalling his best ever finish, first recorded on 
26Oct24. His 75.0 laps was also his best run at Brands Hatch and gave him the Group C win. He 
was immediately followed home by the Group D winner Jag Kalyan, with just 0.3 laps between 
them. Jag was the only racer to sweep the board with Group wins at Brands and with his Group 
win in the last round at Road Atlanta he made it four in a row which was a PB.  Another racer 
thoroughly enjoying his Evening was Andrew Staniec who left his best run until last, knabbing 11th 
0.7 laps behind everyone’s favourite taxi driver! 
 

 
 

Despite Phil Rees having a less than favourable night, his and Nick’s Team Wolfsburg upped their 
lead from 20.5 points to 27.5 points. Phil’s three points here from fourth in Group B helped their 
cause despite taking 12th.  
 

Richard Booth took another three points out of Victor’s Group Challenge lead in the final race of 
the Evening as he matched Chris Cooper on 72.7 laps in 13th. This means he only needs 6.0 
points to take the Championship at Luanda in Victor’s absence. He can’t draw on points to win as 
Victor has by far the more Group victories. Weekend Team Group Champion Bill Woodhouse 
finished on the same lap as this duo but 0.6 laps back as he readied himself for his late drive back 
to Birmingham. Finishing in 13th, 10th and 15th together with a Group win was a very satisfactory 
Evening for Bill.  
 

Just 0.9 laps meant Dave Edwards beat wife Laura Edwards 2-1 at Brands Hatch as he took 16th 
to her 18th. Squashed between them was Dan Hughes-Dowd and his Red Bull Ferrari although 
he was closer to Dave than Laura in laps’ score. Daniel Kalyan in 19th only added a point to his 
and his dad’s Team Gruesome Twosome total score but their combined 25 points took them into 
second place in the Championship. Daniel also maintained his third place in the Group Challenge.  
 

JT Hughes-Dowd matched his Round 59 finishing place with 20th ahead of our newest Member 
Connor Bacon who finished 0.6 laps back in only his sixth start. While John Lamb took his worse 
finish of the night with 22nd, unable to match his 14th earlier in the Evening, it was Simon who again 
had a nightmare with yet another wire coming off his motor. But despite taking home the Wooden 
Spoon he could rejoice at taking back-to-back Carrera Digital Championships. With only two 
rounds to go no-one but no-one can catch him. Congratulations Simon. 
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Steve White and Martin Thorpe shared fifth place in Round 61 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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JT at Sheene Curve 
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Dan at Clearways 
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Group B – Daniel, Dave Edwards, Nick, Phil, Liam and Martin 
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Group A – Double Champion Simon Goodlip, Lewis Blacker, Steve White, Tom Gray, 
Angus and Victor 
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Dave matching Chris in the smiling stakes! 
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No marshal, no race. Dan, Razor and Tom keeping the Club Nights going 
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From this to….. 
 

 
 

…..this in 15 minutes. Thanks all. 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Luanda 
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When it first opened in 1972, the Autódromo Internacional de Luanda was hailed as the 

most sophisticated circuit of its type in the world and a template for all modern circuits to follow. 
The track in the Angolan capital boasted an Indianapolis-style oval course, multi-configuration road 
course and all the mod-cons of the day, including an electronic marshalling system. 
 

Designed to showcase national pride and match its colonial master Portugal, the circuit was also 
the first in the world to employ gravel traps. 
 

Sadly, the civil war stymied activity as far as motorsport was concerned, until a revival in the 2000's 
under private ownership breathed life back into the venue. However, by the end of the 2020s it had 
fallen into decline again, with government investment said to be needed to breathe further life into 
it. The coronavirus pandemic added another layer of uncertainty, with the track surface falling into 
considerable disrepair. However, in July 2021, racing resumed following intervention from the 
Angolan Federation of Motor Sports. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/ 

https://dhorc.co.uk/rule-book/
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