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Front Cover: Phil Rees is presented with a 1/24th Carrera Digital Ferrari by Nick Sismey for 
being the first Member to complete 700 Club Nights  
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A big DHORC thank you to Eric Hurst, Stuart 

Warrington and Colin Bancroft, the three General 
Managers that oversaw what was originally the Rolls-Royce 
(Aerospace) Welfare and is now Derby Leisure and Events 
(DL&E), for the last 32+ years. Without them DHORC 
wouldn’t have had the success it has. They were absolutely 
‘salt of the earth’ characters. Everything at DL&E 
unfortunately changed when Colin retired this year and 
therefore on 30Aug24 it was decided that we would move to 
Great Northern Classics at the end of the year. There are so 
many other folk we have to thank at DL&E for their support, 
which will be covered in the end of year magazine. 
 

With the short amount of space left here we have to thank 
Phil Rees for reaching an incredible 700 Club Nights and 
congratulate Angus Smith for taking his 4th Adult 
Championship. Congrats also to Angus, Simon Goodlip and 
JT Hughes-Dowd for all taking wins!  Nick Sismey 
 

Editorial 
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News & Views………….……………………7171 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 717 
 

Phil Rees  Parc Ferme and everything else Simon Goodlip  Marshalling   
John Lamb  Tables    Chris Bowles  Marshalling  
Angus Smith Setting Up and Marshalling Barry Johnson  Marshalling  
Dan Turnbull Race Control & Packing Away Denis Latham Marshalling 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA JJ Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Dan Hughes-Dowd Race Control, Marshalling & PA  JT Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Mike Graham Marshalling    Ellis Woodhouse Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Alan Stevenson Marshalling    Timmy Stevenson Marshalling 
Lewis Blacker  RC, Spares and Marshalling  
 

2. Angus takes his 4th Adult Championship 
 

Congratulations to Angus Smith for taking his 4th Adult Championship after a great battle with 
Simon Goodlip. Angus has taken 14 wins in 2024 and can equal the record of 16 with two possible 
Club Nights to go at Zandvoort on 10Dec24. 
 

Angus ran in DHORC 001 on 07Jul92 after helping to run pre DHORC events as well as running 
in our very first Le Mans in Jun’92. He took a sabbatical between 1995, when he had run in 45 Club 
Nights and 2017 when I happened to meet him on the stairs in one of the Rolls-Royce buildings. 
Since then he has run in a further 165 Club Nights. In those 210 races he has taken 78 Poles 
(breaking the season record in 2024 with 18 to date), 67 wins, 78 fastest laps and 82 best race 
laps. His other three Championships came in 2019, 2021 and 2022. Can he join the three Members, 
Martin Chadwick, Simon and Lee Pateman on five Championships in the future? 
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3. Phil reaches his 700th Club Night! 
 

What an incredible achievement. Phil Rees completed his 700th Club Night on Tuesday night, 
meaning he has only missed 17 Club Night in 32 and a half years. He has completed a record 
3,936 three-minute races and covered 75,704 laps equating to 1,635 miles. But that doesn’t tell the 
full story about Phil who has been a DHORC stalwart and made the club what it is today. 

 
 

4. Loughborough ex Round Table Corporate Event 
 

With thanks to Dan Hughes-Dowd, Stuart Gray and Dan Turnbull we ran a successful corporate 
event for 19 Loughborough ex Round Table gentlemen on Wednesday 27Nov24 at Watkins Glen. 

 

 



  22024 – Derby Leisure & Events Venue HO Slot Car Club’s 33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 8      

 
 

 
 

Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 717:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      266 Club Nights    Stuart Gray         40   Phil Rees         35   
Andrew Woodhouse 20         Jenson Woodhouse 20   Lewis Blacker        18  
Simon Goodlip         18       Mike Graham        10   Dan Hughes-Dowd    10 
JJ Hughes-Dowd      10      JT Hughes-Dowd      10 
      

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       266 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       220 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance from 1st Race           Martin Allsopp    131 
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Rob Bentley (centre) took Pole and the win from John Upton (left) and Tony Jones. A big 
thank you to Tony for contacting us and arranging the event. 

Both Dan’s ran Race Control 
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5. Steve and Luca become our 50th and 51st Members 
 

A big DHORC welcome to new Members Steve and son Luca Whittaker. They visited one of our 
Carrera Digital Evenings a little while ago and then stepped up to the oche for the first time at 
Watkins Glen. Living just three doors up from me I often speak to Steve on Chaddesden Park 
where he coaches a youth football team. We got onto the subject of slot car racing and to cut a 
long story short here they are, our 50th and 51st Members in 2024. With Dave and Laura Edwards 
also living on Chaddesden Lane it must be the road with the most DHORC Members, five! 
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6. Facebook Followers hit 14,000 – 26Nov24 
 

Thank you to the 8,000 new Facebook Followers we have picked up since September and the 
6,000 that have stuck with us. As of 26Nov24 we passed through 14,000 Followers. 
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7. December Corporate Events - GNC 
 

We have three Corporate events in December at Great Northern Classics to finish off the year. 
Thank you to those of you who have offered to support these. 

  

 
 

 
Nick Sismey 
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Round 33 
 

 Watkins Glen – GC 
  

26 November 2024 

 

Race Report 
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Lewis Blacker is the only Member still able to take JJ Hughes-Dowd on in the Final 
Challenge while Angus Smith’s 14th win of the year finally secured him his fourth 

Championship. Simon Goodlip also almost certainly secured the Masters Championship  
while Chris Bowles took a third in the GC Club Night. 
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Angus takes 4th Championship at historical Club Night 
 

‘A’ Final. – Angus Smith secured his fourth HO Championship at our very last Club Night on 
Rolls-Royce (Aerospace) plc soil, which has seen 716 of DHORC’s 717 races run on the site. The 
only one not held there was our 500th, which was celebrated at Donington Park.  
 

In an incredible 3-minute race that saw two DHORC gladiators at full chat for the full duration, 
Angus beat five time Champion and ‘C’ and ‘B’ Finals winner Simon Goodlip by half a lap in a 
race that saw them almost matched on lap times. After equalling Simon’s record of 17 Poles in a 
year in the earlier F1 race, Angus went one better here with his 18th, missing out on equalling his 
own Pole laps record by a tenth! Simon took 5.5 Final points from the GC Finals, breaking both the 
absent Liam Smith’s and recent record holder (at DHORC 716) JJ Hughes-Dowd’s Watkins Glen 
Final points record of 4.5. Adding this to the 3.5 points he took in F1 Simon has almost certainly 
confirmed back-to-back Masters Championships. 
 

Together with his 78th Pole the win was Angus’ third at Watkins Glen and his 67th (14th) career 
victory. This was also Simon’s third straight second place finish at the New York state track while 
his 5.17 second lap in Qualifying gave him his 73rd (10th) career fastest lap. To finish off the 
accolades Angus added a lap to his own race laps record from 04Jun24 and now equals the record 
for most race lap top spots in a year with 16 as he took the 86th of his career. 
 

While all this was going on Chris Bowles simply maintained his grid slot position finishing third 5.1 
laps down but with a lap time within 0.13 seconds of winner Angus. Nick Sismey matched his F1 
result with another fourth place finish. He was 1.2 laps down on Chris. 
 

 

 ADULT REPORT GC Finals GC Finals 
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Spares anyone? 
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‘B’ Final. – Phil Rees, still on a high from his earlier victory in F1, tried as he might to prevent ‘C’ 
Final winner Simon progressing any further up the order. However, even he was losing over a lap 
to him, the deficit 4.4 laps at the flag. JT Hughes-Dowd, also fresh from his Junior GC win, got to 
within 0.8 laps of Phil in sixth while Dan Turnbull beat him on fastest lap time (0.03 secs) but failed 
to snatch six off him by exactly two laps. 

 
‘C’ Final. – Lewis Blacker did get the better of would be Final Challenge Champion JJ Hughes-
Dowd in the ‘D’ to progress to the ‘C’. However he had to settle for 3.5 Final points after taking 
second to Simon by 3.5 laps. This still left him a massive 17 points behind JJ with a maximum of 
two Club Nights at Zandvoort to go. To just catch JJ he would have to win four Finals in both Club 
Nights and finish last in the fifth, and that is without JJ scoring! While it is still mathematically 
possible, JJ is certainly sitting pretty! 
 
Barry Johnson had qualified ninth to Lewis’ 15th but when it came to one to one armed combat in 
the Final Lewis got the better of Barry to the sum of 2.6 laps. Barry was just pleased to have beaten 
Simon in Qualifying for once and again questioned him as to why he was in the ‘C’! Dan Hughes-
Dowd was two further places and 1.4 laps forward of Barry on the grid, however Barry got the 
better of him here to the sum of 0.6 laps leaving Dan in 10th.  

 
‘D’ Final. – Having again played the tactical game of qualifying low to gain more Final points it 
didn’t work out for JJ this time as Lewis took the Final win. However in two weeks’ time JJ will 
almost certainly take home the trophy. He was 3.4 laps down on Mr Blacker but 1.8 laps up on 
Stuart Gray. Therefore JJ had the HO spares coordinator ahead of him and the CD spares 
coordinator directly behind him in the final standings. Symmetry!  
 
Denis Latham had a mare with his new (bought that night) Viper chassis, so much so that he only 
recorded 6.9 laps to finish in unlucky 13th. Simon has kindly since looked at the chassis and got it 
working ready for Zandvoort. 
 
 

‘Early Parents’ F’ Final. – Andrew Woodhouse converted his Early Parents’ Pole into his 22nd 
win in the category ahead of Alan Stevenson with Steve Whittaker making a one place 
improvement in the Final and overall in third and 16th respectively. Mike Graham’s Viper was also 
looked at by Simon since this race as his 14.1 laps gave him his eighth Wooden Spoon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon winning his way to the Championship. 
 

Simon’s highest points haul of the year, 5.5, almost certainl guarantees him his second Masters’ 
Championship after his first in 2023. Here he pushed Angus into second with Phil in third, Barry 
and Stuart in joint fourth and Nick sixth. 

 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Andrew Woodhouse is almost across the line with the Early Parents’ Championship 
following two more wins but friend Mike Graham is still trying to stop him! 
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JT goes two for two in GC 
 

‘A’ Final. – JT Hughes-Dowd backed up his GC win at Trois-Rivières two weeks ago with another 
GC win tonight at Watkins Glen. In what was his third perfect 50 points haul JT went six (career) 
and six (2024) on Poles, wins, fastest laps and race laps in New York state beating younger brother 
JJ Hughes-Dowd, who won through from the ‘B’, by 2.2 laps. Combining both Junior and Adult 
classes this was also JT’s 50th Club Night. Jenson Woodhouse was best of the rest from second 
on the grid finishing 3.1 laps down on JJ while Timmy Stevenson surprised all by qualifying 
straight into the ‘A’, half a lap behind Jenson, and the only finished four tenths behind him in the 
Final to take fourth! 

 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Six year old Ellis Woodhouse was the match for seven year old Luca Whittaker this 
time.  Well Ellis has been racing for nearly two years, from when he had just turned five, while this 
was only Luca’s second Club Night, and he was running club cars. More to come from this battle 
in the future! 

 

Tommy Tyco 
 
 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Alan Stevenson has wrestled the Wooden Spoon trophy off Andrew for 2024, while Timmy 
Stevenson continues to enjoy the Junior racing. 

 

 
 

Our new YouTuber Dan Hughes-Dowd is always looking for that next video hit! 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Stuart Gray took 12th and Barry Johnson 9th in GC. He just couldn’t believe Simon was in 
the same Final as him in both Club Nights at Watkins Glen! 
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Chris took his fifth podium finish of the year with Denis Latham in 13th  
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Junior ‘B’ – Ellis (6th), winner JJ Hughes-Dowd and Luca Whittaker (5th) 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Junior ‘A’ – Jenson Woodhouse (3rd), Timmy (4th), winner JT Hughes-Dowd and JJ (2nd) 
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Early Parents’ ‘E’ – Mike (17th), Steve Whittaker (16th), winner Andrew (14th) and Alan (15th) 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 

All of our 2024 HO Champions 
to date in one shot! 
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Adult ‘D’ – winner Lewis, Stuart (12th), JJ (11th) and Denis (13th) 
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Adult ‘C’ – winner Simon, Barry (9th), Dan (10th) and Lewis (8th) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Now 
you’re 
in the 
‘C’? 
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Adult ‘B’ – winner Simon, Dan Turnbull (7th), Phil Rees (5th) and JT (6th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Simon (2nd), Nick Sismey (4th), winner & 2024 Champion Angus & Chris (3rd) 
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The final Qualifying groups in our current home. 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Zandvoort 
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Circuit Zandvoort known for sponsorship reasons as CM.com Circuit Zandvoort, and 

previously known as Circuit Park Zandvoort until 2017, is a 4.259 km (2.646 mi) motorsport 
racetrack located in the dunes north of Zandvoort, Netherlands, near the North Sea coast line. It 
returned to the Formula One calendar in 2021 as the location of the revived Dutch Grand Prix. 
 

Our track is the Nationaal Circuit, which includes two thirds of the F1 track, with Phil Rees’ excellent 
banked sections. 

 

Circuit History 
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https://www.dhorc.co.uk/images/ruleimages/RR24.pdf 
 

https://www.dhorc.co.uk/images/ruleimages/RR24.pdf
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	Angus takes 4th Championship at historical Club Night
	Simon winning his way to the Championship.
	JT goes two for two in GC
	Points!

