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Front Cover: Phil Rees at Race Control in his last HO Club Night for a while.  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2024 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs, 

Editorial 
You have to know when you have had enough,  
and Phil Rees has decided that attending 702 HO Club 
Nights out of a possible 719 is as far as he wants to go on 
the original side of DHORC. He hasn’t finished completely 
with HO but won’t be attending on a regular basis now. He 
will certainly be doing the dhorcingham oval and other 
selective races as and when. While he will continue with a full 
Carrera Digital programme he will also be doing as much as 
usual in the background for both sides of DHORC. Words 
cannot cover the contribution Phil has made to DHORC over 
the last 32+ years and continues to do so. Just a very big 
thank you from us all Phil. 
 

The addition of the Zandvoort Nationaal circuit to this year’s 
Calendar to trial our new Club Room at Great Northern 
Classics meant we ran 35 Club Nights this year, seven more 
than the previous record. Thank you all for you amazing 
support in 2024. To average 23 racers to each and every race 
is quite incredible.  
 

Congratulations to Simon Goodlip for taking both the Adults 
and Masters and JJ Hughes-Dowd the Juniors in our last 
race of the year. Congratulations also to all of our 
Championship winners. 
 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all, see you on 
07Jan25 in Miami where I’m sure it will be warm!  
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7191 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 719 
 

Phil Rees  Parc Ferme & everything else  Macaully Dutson Marshalling & Locking Up 
Angus Smith Setting Up and Marshalling Liam Smith  Marshalling & PA 
Dan Turnbull Race Control & Packing Away Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA JJ Hughes-Dowd Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Race Control, Marshalling & PA JT Hughes-Dowd Marshalling & pa 
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Alan Stevenson Marshalling    Timmy Stevenson Marshalling 
Simon Goodlip  Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA  Ellis Woodhouse  Marshalling 
Steve Whittaker Marshalling    Luca Whittaker Marshalling 
Lewis Blacker  Parc Ferme, RC, Spares & PA  

 

2. It’s au revoir rather than goodbye to Phil Rees 
 

Having been my righthand man at DHORC since 07Jul92, our very first Club Night, Phil Rees has 
decided to take a step back from full time HO racing at DHORC as of next year. When he first told 
me this there was certainly a pang of anxiety while at the same time I wasn’t surprised. I am lucky 
to have been retired four years, at 57, whereas Phil, just five months younger than me continues 
to work and probably will until he reaches retirement age. While I affectively had a desk job for 41 
years Phil’s has always been labour intensive. We aren’t getting any younger and Phil wants to 
continue to be part of the club as long as he can. Therefore he will continue full time with Carrera 
Digital and only attend selected HO Club Nights like dhorcingham for example. He will also continue 
with all of his behind the scenes activities that DHORC so relies on.   
 

 
 

Since joining DHORC he holds all of the attendance records competing in 702 Club Nights out of 
a possible 719. He has completed 3,943 three-minute races covering 75,882.9 laps and 1,639 
miles. In that time he has taken 21 Poles, 34 Wins, 14 Fastest Laps and 28 Race Laps together 
with 254 Final wins. He has won one Masters Championship, eight Final Challenges. My deepest 
regret is that he never won one of our 27 Le Mans 24-hour races that, like so many other things at 
DHORC. would not have run without him. Thank you from the bottom of my heart Phil. I look forward 
to many more years of collaboration with you at DHORC. 
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3. Congratulations to our latest Champions 
 

Congratulations to our final three HO Champions that were confirmed after Round 35 on Tuesday, 
namely JJ Hughes-Dowd who took three Championships in all, Andrew Woodhouse and Simon 
Goodlip (overleaf). 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 719:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      268 Club Nights    Stuart Gray         42   Phil Rees         37   
Andrew Woodhouse 22         Jenson Woodhouse 22   Lewis Blacker        20  
Simon Goodlip         20       Mike Graham        12   Dan Hughes-Dowd    12 
JJ Hughes-Dowd      12      JT Hughes-Dowd      12   Alan Stevenson        10 
Timmy Stevenson.   10 
      

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       268 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       221 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance from 1st Race           Martin Allsopp    131 
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4. Subs collected for 2025. 
 

Thank you so much to those who have already paid their subs for 2025, we appreciate it is an 
expensive time of year. Of the 44 Members across HO and Carrera Digital the current percentage 
of subs paid as we went to press is as follows:- 

76% 
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5. How did we do in 2024, our 33rd Season? 
 

The stats will show that we ran the most Club Nights in DHORC’s history with 35 out of a possible 
38. Only three of the 17 off 4-lane Evenings saw single Finals when the grid was above 24 racers. 
That gave us 31 Club Nights. Then there were the four Club Nights at the dhorcingham oval giving 
us our total of 35. It was during our return to DHORC after COVID  in 2021, when our numbers 
were low, that Angus Smith suggested we run both F1 and GC Finals rather than the single Finals 
we had always done before. This soon became the favoured way to run an Evening, but we 
restricted double Finals or two Club Nights on one Evening to a max of 24 on the grid. 
 

With an average of 23 racers to all 35 Club Nights this year that is still an excellent turn out, and 
while we lost four Members we gained four so started and finished the season with 28. A 68.27% 
(17th) turn up rate is also very healthy. We had five different Adult winners and four Junior winners 
as shown on Page 8, so wins were shared around with 47,033.4 laps or 950 miles completed. 

 

 
 



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 12      

 
 
 
 
 



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 13      

6. Updated DHORC Hall of Fame. 
 

The following charts show all of our Championship and Memorial Cup wins since DHORC’s 
inception in 1992. They only cover Championships that are currently run. 
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7. Our 2025 Calendar 
 

Our 2025 HO Calendar has a maximum of 36 Club Nights over 18 Evenings. The majority are in 
the Conference Room however the dhorcingham oval will be up on the Mezzanine as it won’t fit in 
the Conference Room. GNC have also asked us to run Monaco up there as the Conference Room 
has been booked that Evening. We may have to move for other dates but won’t know until closer 
to the time.  
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8. Facebook followers surpasses 17,000 
 

During the week after Zandvoort our Facebook followers went through 15k, then 16k and as we 
go to press they are sitting at 17,300! 
 

 
 

Nick Sismey 
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Round 35 
 

 Zandvoort – GC 
  

10th December 2024 

 

Race Report 
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Phil Rees took fifth in his 702nd and last Club Night for now. 
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Simon Goodlip’s 9th Adult win, which gave him his 12th Masters win, rewarded him with  
back-to-back Masters Championships 
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Simon closes out the year with his 99th win! 
 

‘A’ Final. – Simon Goodlip closed out our 33rd year of racing with his 99th career victory and 9th 
of 2024. With 35 Club Nights this year it is by far the most races we have run in a single year, 28 
being the previous record in 2022. He beat his main rival and 2024 Champion Angus Smith by 
1.3 laps in Qualifying, his 103rd (9th), both taking an Individual Qualifying Round (IQR) a piece. 
Angus’ IQR win on Red Lane was his 200th to date. He also set the fastest lap in Qualifying so took 
home four Qualy points to Simon’s one. Simon matched this lap time in the ‘A’ but neither took 
home the fastest lap of the night! 
 

Simon’s victory in the ‘A’ with 34.4 laps was 3.4 laps ahead of Angus. It was the most laps of the 
night notching up Simon’s 83rd (9th) best race laps, although Angus did get to within 0.9 laps of this 
score in Qualy. Lee Pateman jumped up three places from his grid position winning the ‘B’ and 
then taking the final podium placing, 1.5 laps behind Angus. It was he who set the fastest lap of 
the night with a 4.71 second lap in his first Final. This was his 289th career fastest lap, 210 ahead 
of his nearest challenger Angus on 79. It was however only his third in 2024, Lee’s last coming on 
23Jul24. Nick Sismey concluded his 666th Club Night with a devil of a drive into fourth! 
 

 
 

 ADULT REPORT GC Finals GC Finals 
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Lee Pateman took a record 289th fastest lap in 617 starts. 
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‘B’ Final. – Lewis Blacker’s final Final Challenge challenge came to rest in the ‘B’ Final after 
winning through from the ‘D’. Again he hadn’t deliberately qualified low, he again had car problems 
leaving him in 15th on the grid. Having passed through the ‘D’ he also leap frogged JJ Hughes-
Dowd, his Final Challenge nemesis, in the ‘C’ to conclude the Evening with 4.5 points after taking 
fourth here and seventh overall. It wasn’t to be his Evening in more ways than one has he stepped 
down after just 0.4 laps in the ‘B’. Unfortunately, for him 4.5 points were not enough to unsettle JJ’s 
Challenge lead! 
 
Ahead of Lewis in the ‘B’ was Phil Rees in his 702nd and last full time Club Night taking fifth and 
Liam Smith taking sixth. Phil lost out to ‘A’ Final podium destined Lee by nearly five laps with Liam 
another six tenths down the road. 

 
‘C’ Final. – Dan Turnbull, JJ and Lewis were so incredibly matched in the ‘C’ with Lewis only 
taking the win from Dan by a tenth and JJ finishing 0.3 laps further back. Dan took the fastest lap 
of the Final by 0.10 seconds from JJ with Lewis just 0.01 seconds slower!  
 
JJ had effectively won the Final Challenge before the Evening started so great was his lead. 
However miracles have happened in the past and Lewis could still have beaten him had the planets 
all aligned. At the end of the Zandvoort Evening Lewis had reduced JJ’s lead from 17.0 points to 
14.5 however JJ was the clear winner. Congrats JJ. A proud Dan Hughes-Dowd followed son, JJ, 
home to close out the top ten. 

 
‘D’ Final. – JT Hughes-Dowd was Lewis’ first quarry in the ‘D’ exactly three laps separating the 
two. In 12th was Stuart Gray who had easily out qualified these two, taking 10th on the grid 
alongside JJ. Despite his best lap score of the night he dropped 1.3 laps to JT who also recorded 
his best run at Zandvoort. Macaully Dutson felt better running his GC car but still struggled to stay 
with the cars ahead of him as he finished in 13th again. 
 
 

‘Early Parents’ F’ Final. – Andrew Woodhouse celebrated his Championship win in the third 
running of the ‘Early Parent’ Championship, previously run in 2018 and 2019, with his 23rd win of 
the year, from Pole. Alan Stevenson followed his home in 15th overall with F1 winner Mike 
Graham in 16th. Steve Whittaker made it back to back Wooden Spoons as he gets use to his new 
cars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon secures back-to-back Championships. 
 

Simon secured back-to-back Masters Championships with his 12th win of the year. The ‘21/’22 
Champ Angus took second alongside ’19 Champ Phil. Stuart finished in fourth with Nick in fifth. 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Both Jimmy Graham (above) and Luca Whittaker joined DHORC in 2024, Jimmy in January 
and Luca in November. Who will take their first win first? 

 
Jimmy finished 3rd and Luca 7th in the GC Club Night. 
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JJ’s Double Dutch 
 

‘A’ Final. – JJ Hughes-Dowd finished his third season at DHORC with a perfect 100 point score 
from the two Club Nights with his 33rd career win and 23rd of the year ,which breaks his own year 
record set in the F1 Club Night. This followed his 31st Pole which places him 9th in the all-time data 
sheets with his 21st Pole matching the year record held by former Junior Liam Smith. Older brother 
JT Hughes-Dowd had won the last two GC Club Nights but this time he had to concede to our 
Champ by 1.6 laps. JJ also secured the Junior Final Challenge and becomes the first Member to 
win both the Adults and Junior Challenges! 
 
JJ’s 26.3 laps and 5.64 second lap in the ‘A’ also gave him his 29th (21st) best race laps and 28th 
(22nd) fastest lap. This broke his and Liam’s annual fastest lap record. Jimmy Graham had 
qualified straight into the ‘A’ this time and maintained his third placed grid slot through to the flag. 
Jenson Woodhouse won through from the ‘B’ to secure fourth as we started to mirror grid 
positions and finishing places like the F1 Club Night. 

 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Timmy Stevenson made fifth grid position his own in Qualifying and kept Ellis 
Woodhouse at bay by 0.9 laps to retain that placing at the end of the Final. Luca Whittaker also 
matched his seventh on the grid with a seventh place finish as we again met perfect conformity. 

 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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A very happy JJ Hughes-Dowd secured both the Adult and Junior DHORC Challenges on 
Tuesday night to go with his Junior Championship which he won earlier in the year. 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Lewis Blacker, the new “Phil” at Parc Ferme 



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 32      

 



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 33      

 
 

Andrew Woodhouse and friend Mike Graham took a win a piece in the Early Parents Final, 
Mike F1 and Andrew GC. The latter also secured the Early Parents Championship.  

Jenson Woodhouse took a best third in F1. 
 

 
 

Macaully Dutson didn’t have the best of nights on track however helped out when we had 
to lock up the site for first time. Thanks for that Macca. 
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Stuart Gray has been instrumental in building cupboard storage sorted at GNC and it all 
proved worthwhile when our first HO Club Nights went so smoothly. Thanks Stuart. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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GNC’s Conference Room has never seen anything like it! 
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Junior ‘B’ – Luca (7th), Timmy Stevenson (5th), winner Jenson and Ellis Woodhouse (6th) 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Everyone helps everyone else. Simon helping Mike with his Viper chassis. 
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Junior ‘A’ – Jenson (4th) taking second in the Championship, JT Hughes-Dowd (2nd) and 
third in the Championship, winner JJ and Jimmy (3rd). 
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Early Parents ‘E’ – Steve Whittaker (17th), Mike (16th), winner Andrew (14th)  
and Alan Stevenson (15th) 
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Adult ‘D’ – Macaully (13th), JT (11th), Stuart (12th) and winner Lewis 
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A very happy Adult ‘C’ – winner Lewis, Dan Hughes-Dowd (10th), Dan (8th) and JJ (9th) 
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Adult ‘B’ Final – Lewis (7th) was happy until he withdrew after only 0.4 laps, Liam Smith 
(6th), Phil (5th) and winner Lee. 
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Adult ‘A’ – Lee (3rd), Nick Sismey (4th), winner Simon and Angus Smith (2nd) 
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Members’ Statistics 
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It just took some Antibacterial Surface Cleanser borrowed from the GNC office and the 
green permanent marker used by someone was gone for ever so we were able, to use 

GNC’s white board for the Qualifying positions and to list the podium places. 



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 56      



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 57      



  22024 – Derby HO Racing Club’s  33rd Season - 20246 

 

Page 58      

 

 
 

Serious stuff this Race Control, Parc Ferme and racing! 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Miami 
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Having made its F1 debut in May 2022, the Miami International Autodrome is a temporary 

circuit, but one designed to have a permanent feel. Set in the Hard Rock Stadium complex in Miami 
Gardens, home to the NFL’s famous Miami Dolphins franchise, the track is the culmination of a 
development process that simulated no less than 36 different layouts before settling on a thrilling, 
19-turn lap that provides a street circuit vibe, not dissimilar to Melbourne’s Albert Park. 
 
The inaugural Miami Grand Prix took place in 2022, the Florida race joining its Texan counterpart 
in Austin to become the second US race on the calendar – and the 11th different American venue 
to host a round of the Formula 1 world championship. 
 
A street-track spectacular. With the Hard Rock Stadium at its epicentre, the 5.41km layout features 
19 corners, three straights, three DRS zones, and top speeds of over 340km/h. There are elevation 
changes too, the main one found between Turns 13 and 16, with the track heading over an exit 
ramp and under various flyovers across uneven ground. The Turn 14-15 chicane, meanwhile, has 
an uphill approach, with a crest in the middle, and then drops down on exit. 

 

 

  

Circuit History 
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https://www.dhorc.co.uk/images/ruleimages/RR24.pdf 
 

https://www.dhorc.co.uk/images/ruleimages/RR24.pdf
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