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Front Cover: Tom Gray marshalling in front of the new Big Screens  
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Thanks for reading Part 1, enjoy Part 2. 
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Okayama 
 

                             
 

27th May 2025 

Race Report 

Round 21  
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Round 21 winner Angus Smith kindly builds up first time podium finisher (in Round 22) 
Connor Bacon’s Porsche 911 while Richard Booth gets ready to hand his car in. 
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Group A – Liam Smith, Tom Gray, Nick Sismey, Angus, Dean Garbett & Victor de Oliveira 
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Group B – Phil Rees, Jenson Woodhouse, Lewis Blacker, Connor & Terry Mullen 
 

 
 

Group C – Dan Hughes-Dowd, Macaully Duston, Daniel Kalyan, Adi Rowland & Reuben Litherland 
 

 
 

Group D – José Borges, Stuart Gray, JT Hughes-Dowd, Richard & Jag Kalyan 
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Group E – Kev Spink, Simon Rankin, James Bowles, Andrew Woodhouse & Steve Whittaker 
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Macaully did a great job recording the tenths and helping with updating the results 
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Angus 1st win since February 
 

 

Angus Smith was back on the top step of the podium at our second Japanese Evening of the 
year, to take his record 42nd career victory and third of 2025, for the first time since 08Feb25. Our 
new 131’ Okayama circuit saw 26 racers on the grid with four competitors unfortunately dropping 
out on the day. This meant only Group A of the five Groups ran six racers with the remaining 
Groups all running five. It was an Evening of PBs with many racers improving their best results. 
 

Some 2.2 laps behind Angus came a very happy Nick Sismey, his Porsche 911 lapping quicker 
than his Qualifying time, his best result since DHORC-CD 145 on 07Feb25 at Monza. Joining these 
two was an equally happy Adi Rowland who made his very first podium in only his 21st start, 1.4 
laps behind Nick. This was one place better than his previous PB of fourth at Catalunya in March. 
He also set the second fastest lap of the race, beating his seventh at Fuji in April.  

 

 
 

With two Group winners on the podium, Angus (A) and Adi (C) incredibly Kev Spink beat all of his 
Group, the E, all of the D, most of the C, all of the B and most of the A to take a fantastic fourth 
overall from 26th and last on the grid! In only his fourth race he moved up 20 places from his 
previous best finish, with his first Group win, 0.9 laps behind Adi. He also beat his best Qualifying  
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Jag had a best finish of 15th and son Daniel 17th at Okayama 
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position by 15 places, up from 23rd to 8th (Note: Grid position above is based on your ranking score 
from the last nine races not just Qualifying) and set the 8th fastest lap beating his 21st at Fuji, his 
only other Evening of Carrera Digital racing to date. 
 

 
 

Reuben Litherland brought his Audi home in fifth, 1.5 laps behind Kev having had a fantastic 
battle with Adi in the C. He was followed in by a very tactical Victor de Oliveira sharing sixth with 
Dean Garbett, American muscle joining up with German power, half a lap back. Victor was running 
with a one lap penalty after winning the last Endurance race at Fuji so decided to finish outside the 
podium places to lose that penalty going into the second Okayama Endurance race. Nick did notice 
this as he came upon a slow Corvette on the straights a couple of times, no white flag though! 
Victor had earlier set his 29th (7th) Pole and, when he was going quick, set his 36th (10th) fastest 
lap but didn’t beat his record Qualifying lap time. 
 

We had six racers finishing on 74 laps. The above two shared 74.8 while Phil Rees and Macaully 
Dutson were only 0.2 laps back on 74.6 each, in eighth. This gave Phil his 5th Group win of the 
year, the B. Liam Smith was then a tenth further behind on 74.5 actually in tenth and Connor 
Bacon, with a hastily rebuilt, on the night (by Angus), Gulf Porsche 911, yet another tenth back on 
74.4 in 11th.  The Evening would get much better for Connor. 
 

Four time winner Lewis Blacker was the only one on 73 laps, 1.1 behind Connor in 12th while 
Steve Whittaker, despite his car having to be re-coded in after the start of the race, took 13th, the 
last of the 70+ lap racers. Prior to this race Steve had set the 6th fastest Qualifying lap in the Test 
on 06May25 beating his 17th at Catalunya in March. He would be the only racer at the end of the 
Evening still to have a best time from the Test Night. JT Hughes Dowd backed up his E win in the 
Sprint Race at Fuji with a Group D win here and 14th overall, while exactly a lap behind was Jag 
Kalyan in 15th.  
 

Dan Hughes-Dowd had to give away two places to son JT as he finished in 16th but there were 
still ten other racers behind him. Terry Mullen was struggling somewhat at Okayama, although 
things are afoot to improve his situation for Le Mans. He finished 17th, 0.8 laps behind Dan while 
there were two racers in 18th. Out third pair of the Evening belonged to Stuart Gray and Daniel 
Kalyan both on 67.5 laps as they lapped only a tenth of a second apart, Daniel closing out the C. 
Tom Gray was also struggling, but with pit stops as he took an unexpected 20th, and last in the A. 
 

The initial ‘J’ dominated the next three spots with the returning James Bowles in 21st, 2.7 laps 
ahead of José Borges in 22nd and Jenson Woodhouse another 0.7 laps back in 23rd. Jenson 
was one of three racers in the bottom four to close out their respective Groups, his was the B. 
Simon Rankin just edged Andrew Woodhouse for fourth in the E so Andrew closed that Group 
while Richard Booth, suffering car problems, would close out both the D and the race in 26th.  
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Simon and James, running in the E, took home a best 24th and a PB 15th respectively 
 

 
 

Terry has already prepared for a better Le Mans after a so, so Okayama 
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Okayama 
 

                             
 

27th May 2025 

Race Report 

Round 22  
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Victor was back atop the Podium in both Rounds 22 & 23 with Adi taking his first Podiums 
in Rounds 21 & 22. He also set his first fastest lap in Round 23. 
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Victor back to the top! 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira, free from any penalties, fought for top spot and succeeded in securing it with 
his 33rd career win, becoming the first racer to get into double figures for the year with 10 victories. 
He was able to surpass Angus Smith’s 81.3 race laps record set in Round 21 with 82.3 here. His 
37th fastest lap and 11th of 2025 (equalling the absent Simon Goodlip) also saw him lower his track 
record time set in Qualifying on 06May25 from 8.791 seconds to 8.575. Back-to-back Poles left 
him with 30 and 8 front grid spots, respectively. Despite having and retaining, after this race, as he 
finished on the podium, a lap penalty after winning the previous round Angus took second 1.3 (0.3) 
laps back. Victor closed the gap to the absent Championship leader Simon by 80 to 8 points with 
Angus taking the most points from Japan and now being 94 points further back in third. 
 

We had two drivers in third, one that had only taken his first podium in the previous round and one 
new to the podium. Adi Rowland backed up his Round 21 third with another here on the same 
78.1 laps as Connor Bacon who was totally new to Podium procedures and hence missed the 
ceremony. Connor’s previous best had been 4th at Daytona on 11Feb25. Both took their respective 
Group wins, with Adi taking three on the trot. Two new podium finishers in one night! Adi had also 
taken second on the grid beating his previous PB of 10th at Catalunya in March and made it three 
Group wins in a row. 
 

 
 

The next four racers would have all beaten third place in the previous Round. Dean Garbett’s 78.5 
saw him one place better in fifth this time, Reuben Litherland’s 78.3 dropping him a place to sixth 
while 78 dead would move Lewis Blaker up five places to seventh! Nick Sismey’s second in the 
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Group C grid 
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previous round dropped to eighth this time, on 77.9 laps, but he did crash on the final corner before 
the pit entry when on just 4% of fuel. Being marshalled and placed on the outside lane after the 
final lane change meant he had to do an extra lap without the fuel, at half speed and without the 
lap counting. We believe you lose at least three laps if you run out of fuel, which would have put 
him in third. Lesson learnt.  
 

 
 

Steve Whittaker had a much better run this time, his car properly coded for the full 15-minutes. 
He finished 0.4 laps behind Nick in ninth on 77.5, which beat his previous best of 12th at Fuji in 
April. He also set the ninth fastest lap beating his 13th at Catalunya in March. He also took his sixth 
Group win with the E. Liam Smith also recorded 77 laps like the two above him and matched his 
first Round of the night in tenth, 0.2 laps back. Kev Spink added another PB with the sixth fastest 
lap in Round 22 beating his eighth in Round 21. However he dropped seven places overall from a 
PB fourth to 11th here even though he recorded the same 76.8 laps in both races! 
 

Phil Rees added half a lap to his first run finishing on 75.1 laps but dropped four places to 12 th 
with JT Hughes-Dowd jumping one place to 13 with 4.3 more laps. This again gave him the Group 
D win. Just a tenth behind JT was Terry Mullen improving his lot by four places thanks to an extra 
6.2 laps. While he felt he wasn’t having a good night he was still in the top ten in fastest laps. 
Macaully Dutson and Jenson Woodhouse were in our second shared placing in this Round, 
both on 73.6 laps and both in 15th. Macca had dropped seven places and a lap while Jenson gained 
eight places and 12.1 laps! 
 

Two laps further back was Stuart Gray who was on his way to leading the 70+ Group Challenge 
with another seven points here. Just a tenth behind Stuart was Daniel Kalyan in 18th having 
matched each other’s scores in Round 21, so closely matched are they, a tenth difference after 
30-minutes of racing! With 13 racers surpassing the 70 lap marker in the previous Round no less 
than 19 beat it this time with Dan Hughes-Dowd the last of the 19 on 70.2 laps recording 1.7 more 
laps this time. 
 

Richard Booth beat nephew Tom Gray to 20th by 0.7 laps, both quite a way down from where 
they can normally finish, particularly Tom. Richard had to swap cars between races and Tom was 
just struggling with his Porsche 911. José Borges, resplendent in his new DHORC-CD polo shirt, 
was next in line in 22nd finishing in the same position two races running, but 5.3 laps better off here. 
Andrew Woodhouse jumped two places to 23rd while Jag Kalyan dropped nine to 24th. He will 
be back! 
 

James Bowles and Simon Rankin were both introduced to DHORC-CD by Jag, James finishing 
0.4 laps behind the latter and in his 100th Club Night Simon took the Wooden Spoon in 26th.  
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Group B grid 
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Okayama 
 

                             
 

27th May 2025 

Race Report 

Round 23 
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José, very pleased with his new DHORC-CD polo shirt, took Group D in the Sprint Race 
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Victor Sprints to another Victory 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira kept up his dominance of the 5-minute Sprint Races on Tuesday night with his 
fifth win from seven starts. Despite being out of the points in Round 6 he still holds a 40.5 point 
lead over second place, in both this race and the Championship, Angus Smith, which was saw 
an increase to that gap by 4.0 points here. Victor’s margin of victory was just 0.6 laps with Connor 
Bacon backing up his first ever third place in Round 22 with his second here 0.8 laps behind 
Angus, together with back-to-back Group B wins. Victor took his third straight Pole, taking him to 
a career total of 31 and 9th of the year while his back-to-back wins on the night left him on 34 (11). 
This was also the first time a BMW had taken victory at DHORC-CD in 163 Club Nights. 
 

 
 

We had five racers finish on 29 laps, the first being Connor on 29.6. Then came Adi Rowland and 
Nick Sismey both on 29.4 laps with Adi taking his first career fastest lap with an 8.585 second lap, 
just 0.010 seconds shy of Victor’s track record. This also meant he took all three Group C wins on 
the night, made it a career best four Group wins in a row and seven out of the last eight Group 
wins! To add to that he also took the lead in the Group Challenge for the first time and moved up 
the second most number of places in the Ranking charts, 11, from 18th to seventh! Next up were 
Reuben Litherland and Liam Smith both on 29.2 laps in sixth, Liam’s best run of the night. 
Reuben was leading the Group Challenge but is now 1.5 points in arrears to Adi. He does however 
continue to lead the Group Team Challenge.  
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Lewis’ best was a 7th in Round 22   Group E grid 
 

 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 25      

Four racers finished on 28 laps with Dean Garbett leading the way in eighth on 28.9 followed 
home by double Group E winner Kev Spink on 28.7 while Jenson Woodhouse steadily improved 
his lot through the evening with a 23rd, 15th and now, without the need for fuel stops, a 10th on 28.5 
laps. This result meant Kev jumps a staggering 13 places in the Ranking charts from 36 th to 23rd! 
Steve Whittaker, despite a wheel coming off his car (and Dean kindly replacing it), came in 11th 
just a tenth behind Jenson. He also makes great progress in the Ranking, moving up 10 places 
from 30th to 20th.  
 

 
 

Only two finished in the 27s with José Borges taking his first Group (D) win of the evening and 
third of his career since joining this year. Lewis Blacker joined him in the 27’s on 27.2 laps with 
13th being his lowest finish of the evening. 
 

We then jumped to a race best six racers on the same lap, 26 laps, starting with Tom Gray and 
an evening best 14th with 26.8 laps. He had hopefully sorted his car woes as he set the fourth 
lowest lap time in this race. It was also the first time he had beaten his dad, Stuart Gray, all night. 
But even here there was only a tenth in it. Our third joint finish of the Sprint Race, James Bowles 
and Stuart completed 26.7 laps in 15th. Would you know it Daniel Kalyan was just 0.2 laps further 
back in 17th meaning he and Stuart were only separated by 0.3 laps after 35 minutes of racing at 
Okayama. Stuart now takes the lead in the very close 70+ Group Championship. This was also 
James’ best finish beating his 16th at Catalunya in March. Another tenth back was Richard Booth 
who still shares second in the Team Championship with Nick. Terry Mullen was the last of the 26 
lappers on 26 dead in 19th. 
 

Phil Rees was again running his NASCAR and again took the win with, like Victor, five wins from 
seven starts. We had three racers running NASCAR this time with JT Hughes-Dowd joining Phil 
and JT’s dad Dan Hughes-Dowd. JT, in his 100th Club Night, took second on 17.2 laps and Dan 
third with 16.9. This compared to Phil’s 25.9 which placed him 20th overall, JT and Dan, 25th and 
26th respectively. Following these result Team Vorsprung DHORC Technik (Phil & Reuben) have 
extended their lead over Old Rollers (Nick & Richard) by 9.0 points to 47.0 points while GT3 
Newbies (Adi & Scott) remain in third 9.0 points back in the Team Group Challenge. 
 

 
 

Between these three were four other racers. Macaully Dutson had done so well in the first race 
of the Evening with eighth, then dropped to 15th and finished off the night with 21st, some 0.3 laps 
behind Phil on 25.6. Two of our three fathers of racers, Jag Kalyan and Andrew Woodhouse, 
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shared 22nd, both on 24.8 laps with both of their sons above them! Simon Rankin’s yellow Lambo 
equalled its 24th place finish in Round 21. 
 

 
 

Dean, at Race Control, took a 6th, 5th and 8th at Okayama  Parc Ferme 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Steve is the only racer to retain a PB at Okayama from the Test Night. Despite his car 
having to be re-coded in one race and a wheel falling off in another he recorded his best 

ever finish of 9th and jumped 10 places in the Ranking charts. 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Adi takes over from Reuben atop the Group Challenge after Okayama 
 

 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 32      

 
 

Victor extended his lead in the Sprint Race Championship with another win 
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Stuart has jumped from third to first in the 70+ Group Challenge.  
Here sorting out spares with son Tom. 
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Phil’s fifth win extends his lead in the NASCAR Cup and continues to share the  
Team Group Challenge lead with Reuben. 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Kev made the biggest jump in the Ranking chart up from 36th to 23rd  
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Le Mans 
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Launched when Grand Prix motor racing was the dominant form of motorsport throughout Europe, 

Le Mans was designed to present a different test. Instead of focusing on the ability of a car 

company to build the fastest machines, the 24 Hours of Le Mans would concentrate on the ability 
of manufacturers to build sporty yet reliable cars. This encouraged innovation in producing reliable 
and fuel-efficient vehicles, because endurance racing requires cars that last and spend as little 
time in the pits as possible. 
 

At the same time, the layout of the track required cars with better aerodynamics and stability at 
high speeds. While this was shared with Grand Prix racing, few tracks in Europe had straights of a 
length comparable to the Mulsanne. Additionally, because the road is public and thus not as 
meticulously maintained as permanent racing circuits, racing puts more strain on the parts, 
increasing the importance of reliability. 

 

 

Circuit History 
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