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Front Cover: First time winner Kev Spink in front of the Le Mans circuit.  
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Please enjoy the six Race Reports in Part 2 plus as 

much data as you can eat! 
 
Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
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Race Report 

Round 24  
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Reuben Litherland took a best finish of third in Round 29, winning Group C here. 
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Angus Smith was only off the podium once during the weekend winning Round 27.  
Dean Garbett only ran on Friday with a best finish of 17th  
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Martin Thorpe took second in the first Le Mans race and followed that up with two more 
podium finishes. Championship leader Simon Goodlip made two visits winning Round 26 

with Dan Hughes-Dowd taking third in the NASCAR race. 
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Anthony Mitro started the Evening as a Non-Member but left as our 38th Carrera Digital 
Member, our 1st Reserve. He won Group E in his very first race, only racing on Friday. 

 

 
 

Group E – Anthony, Andrew Staniec, Richard Booth, José Borges & Jag Kalyan 
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Nick takes 1st win in 2 years! 
 

 

Our first Club Night of six over the Le Mans weekend saw 28 racers on the grid for Round 24 of 
the 2025 season, one off the weekend record of 29 set a Monza in February. This included 
Anthony Mitro, our new 1st Reserve Member who only went and took his first Group win in his 
first ever race, finishing half way up the field in 14th place!  
 

Nick Sismey was back on top of the pile for the first time since 09May23 at Road Atlanta, taking 
his third career victory. This was also the first Porsche 911 win since 11Feb25, taking the make to 
41 victories to date. Nick became our seventh winner of the year. Victor de Oliveira took his 32nd 
career Pole and 10th of the year making it four in a row. He also set his 38th (12th) fastest lap 
breaking his Pole time of 12.235 seconds leaving it at 12.041. 
 

 

 

Behind Nick on the podium, by 1.3 laps, 
was Martin Thorpe taking his best result 
of the year as well as his ninth Group B 
win in 2025. Just a tenth further back was 
Angus Smith who was still carrying a one 
lap penalty from winning Round 21 at 
Okayama having not dropped out of the 
podium places since.  
 

Our other two Group winners were 
Reuben Litherland and Kev Spink in C 
and D, both finishing on 55.5 laps in 
seventh, meaning all five Group winners 
were in the top 14 places! 
 

The only PB in the first 15-minute 
Endurance race of the night went to Kev 
where he set the fifth fastest lap beating 
his sixth at Okayama on 27May25. 
 

This was also Lee Pateman’s 100th Club 
Night where he took 21st. 
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Group D – Dan & JT Hughes-Dowd, Stuart Gray, Bill Whitehouse & Kev Spink 
 

 
 

Group C – Daniel Kalyan, Phil Rees, Steve Whittaker, Macaully Duston, Chris Cooper & Reuben 
 

 
 

Group B – Lee Pateman, Lewis Blacker, Terry Mullen, Martin, Tom Gray & Adi Rowland 
 

 
 

Group A – Nick Sismey, Steve White, Angus, Dean, Victor de Oliveira & Simon 
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Macaully only raced in one Round on Friday but did a great job gathering the tenths etc  
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6th June 2025 

Race Report 

Round 25  
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Lee could hardly control himself with starting his 100th race in Round 24 
 

 
 

Phil as usual did the majority of the work at Race Control 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 16      

 

 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 17      

 
 
 

Kev’s McLaren started from Pole in the ‘D’ and took the overall race win! 
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Kev takes 1st win in 8th start! 
 

 

We were down to 27 for the second 15-minute Club Night on Friday evening as Macaully Dutson 
took leave of absence after doing a great job gathering the tenths data. 
 

Kev Spink had everyone opened mouthed up on the mezzanine at Great Northern Classics after 
the final Group, A, had completed their run as Kev had beaten everyone to take his first career 
victory, in only his eighth start. After he set his 58.1 laps in Group D, taking a trio of Group wins 
(he also won Group E at the last Club Night at Okayama), Nick said to him “you may have just got 
this” with three Groups still to go. And sure enough he had, beating his previous best of fourth at 
Okayama on 27May25. To go with his first win he also took fifth on the grid beating his PB of eighth 
also at Okayama. What a performance! His McLaren made it 42 wins for the mark.  
 

 
to reach his 33rd (11th) front grid spot together with his 39th (13th) fastest lap. 

 

Adi Rowland also took his best ever 
finish with second, 0.6 laps back, beating 
his third at Okayama. I must admit we 
really did think Adi would be the first of the 
newbies to crack the top step of the 
podium, however he isn’t far away now! 
This was his one and only Group (B) win 
of the weekend. 
 

Still carrying a one lap penalty Angus 
Smith took third again, so keeps his -1 lap 
for Round 26. He was 0.6 laps behind Adi 
and took the Group A win. Reuben 
Litherland made it four Group (C) 
winners in the top four which we don’t 
believe has happened before. Just goes 
to show how close all of the Groups are 
getting now! Richard Booth took Group 
E, his first win of the weekend. 
 

While Victor de Oliveira didn’t make the 
podium he did take his fifth Pole in a row 
to 
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Stuart, who continues to lead the 70+ Group Challenge, Spares wheeling and dealing with 
Adi who had his best ever Carrera Digital result with second in Round 25 and Simon. 
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Le Mans 
 

                             
 

7th June 2025 

Race Report 

Round 26  
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Andrew & Jenson just ran on the Saturday taking a best 12th and 16th respectively 
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Nick’s quick drivers’ briefing on Saturday morning 
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“Oooh” – Bill enjoying Le Mans with a best finish of 19th  
 

 
 

Terry was the only other racer to do a lap in under 12 seconds during the weekend, taking 
home a best finish of sixth in the Sprint Race. 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 24      

Simon sets new track record!  
 

 

Saturday started with a changing of the guard, with us losing six racers from the first Round on 
Friday night and gaining six more to still have a grid of 28, with 34 racers over the weekend. 
 

Simon Goodlip made it three different winners from three starts at Le Mans taking his fifth win at 
La Sarthe and with it became the only racer over the weekend to surpass the 60 lap mark, 
increasing Nick Sismey’s Friday night best of 58.6 to 60.3 laps.  This gave him his 42nd career 
win equalling Angus Smith’s all-time record, with his 9th of the year. He also extended his record 
of fastest laps with his 51st (12th) and of course won Group A. Audi extended its race wins to 49. 
 

Martin Thorpe took his second, second place finish in France and second Group B win, losing out 
to Simon by 1.6 laps. His 58.7 laps would have given him victory in both of the previous 2 Rounds! 
 

 

Angus was still carrying that penalty, but 
he was still making it onto the Podium, 
with his third, third place finish, exactly a 
lap behind Martin, which would have 
been second equal, but for that penalty.  
 

Round 25 winner Kev Spink made it 
three straight Group wins for the weekend 
and four consecutive despite also 
carrying the one lap penalty. Finishing in 
fifth however removed that for Round 27. 
On Saturday he had moved up from D to 
C but by now he was fearing no-one! He 
also set the second fastest lap beating his 
PB fifth on Friday night. Group D went to 
JT Hughes-Dowd as he rounded out the 
top ten while Richard Booth took back-
to-back Group E wins.  Victor de Oliveira 
made it six Poles in a row to take his 34th 
(12th) while Dave Edwards was third in 
fastest laps beating his fourth at Mugello 
on 21Jan25. 
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Simon before he broke the laps record for a 15-minute Endurance Race winning Round 26 
together with Liam Smith who only ran Saturday morning with a best finish of 5th and Phil 

who won the NASCAR race and increased his Championship lead. 
 

 
 

Daniel was our most prolific marshaller as usual, taking a best finish of 17th 
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Le Mans 
 

                             
 

7th June 2025 

Race Report 

Round 27  
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Dave Edwards only ran on the Saturday taking a PB equalling 4th in the Sprint Race but he 
did pop in Friday night and did some ad-hoc marshalling. Thanks Dave. 

 

 
 

Tom had a good weekend averaging seventh with a best finish of 5th in Round 28 
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Terry and Adi get everywhere! With Steve at Indianapolis & Arnage.  
His best finish being 9th twice. 

 

 
 

José ran in his first weekend event after first visiting us at the Monza weekend in 
February. He took a best finish of 22nd  
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Angus wins & gains another lap penalty! 
 

 

Angus Smith had managed to keep his one lap penalty from his win at Okayama five Rounds ago 
by repeatedly finishing on the podium since. He followed up his three third place finishes at Le 
Mans with a win and so goes into Round 27 with a two lap penalty while everyone else has cleared 
theirs! This was Angus’s record 43rd win, now one ahead of Simon Goodlip and 50th Group (A) 
win, two behind Simon. This also puts McLaren on 43 wins, most of them belonging to Angus. 
 

Steve White made his first appearance of the weekend onto the podium and fifth of the year as 
he took second, 0.4 laps in arrears. He and Simon made history by setting the very first joint fastest 
lap in 167 Club Nights, stopping the clock at 12.150 seconds. To match each other to the nearest 
one thousandth of a second is quite remarkable. While this was Steve’s fifth fastest lap it was 
Simon’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Simon’s 52nd (13th) and back-to-back 
following on from his fastest lap in Round 
26. Steve’s last was on 18Jun24. 
 

Martin Thorpe took his third podium and 
third Group B win of the weekend and 11th 
of the year with his seventh podium of 
2025, 0.3 laps behind Steve. 
 

Our next podium winner didn’t arrive until 
tenth place, this time with JT Hughes-
Dowd taking back-to-back Group D wins. 
Two places below him was Kev Spink with 
his first Group C win at Le Mans to go with 
his E and two D wins. Kev also took third 
on the grid besting his fifth two races 
earlier. 
 

Richard Booth was on a run and made it 
three Group E wins in a row in 16th. Victor 
de Oliveira made it seven Poles in a row 
as he notched up his 35th (13th) top spot. 
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Race in full swing as Phil sorts out a car in the pits 
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Le Mans 
 

                             
 

7th June 2025 

Race Report 

Round 28  
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Gabriel Ng & Simon Rankin also 
joined us on Saturday 
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Steve got his second win of the year by just a tenth in Round 28 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 35      

Steve’s tortoise beats the hares! 
 

 
We were back to 27 on the grid for the fifth and last 15-minute Endurance Race of the weekend 
with Liam Smith leaving for his son’s birthday party. 
 

Nick Sismey, standing next to Steve White on the podium, wished he hadn’t told Steve to 
concentrate on his race and not worry about the speed of the other cars down the Mulsanne 
straight. As Steve only went and won the race by a tenth over Nick! The latter had to do a splash 
and dash at the end, and he probably didn’t dash as quickly as he should, Steve passing him at 
the pit exit. Great to see such close racing though! This was Steve’s second win of the year, his 
first also being at a weekend event on 08Feb25 at Monza, and 12th of his career. Ahead of his win 
Steve also took his fourth career Pole, his last being at Luanda on 17Dec24. And like he did with 
his fastest lap in Round 27 he shared Pole with Simon Goodlip who took his 13th of the year and 
record 61st in his career. This was also the first time we had two racers on Pole!   
 

 

To add to that Angus Smith and Kev Spink 
both shared third on the grid! Angus would also 
lose one of his penalty laps as he finished 
outside the podium for the first time during the 
Le Mans’ weekend. 
 

Reuben Litherland took his first podium, and 
third Group (B) win with third 0.7 laps back. Kev  
made it five Group (C) wins out of five at La 
Sarthe in sixth with JT Hughes-Dowd making it 
three Group D wins in a row in 10th. Richard 
Booth went one better with four straight Group 
E wins in 13th.  
 

Simon continues to lead the Championship from 
Victor de Oliveira (who set his 40th (14th) 
fastest lap with a blistering track record of 
11.794 secs) and Angus, however Simon’s lead 
over Victor has increased from 8 points to 51 
while Angus has reduced his deficit to Victor 
from 94 to 59 points. 
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Group A’s cars in Parc Ferme with Steve’s racing winning Porsche in A4 
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Le Mans 
 

                             
 

7th June 2025 

Race Report 

Round 29 
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Richard won four Group E races during the weekend with a best finish of 13th. 
 Andrew took a 14th placed finish in the Sprint Race. 
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Victor finally got onto the podium in the Sprint Race after dominating Le Mans in 2024 with 
six wins. This was his sixth Sprint Race win from eight starts in 2025, and he set the 
official lap record stopping the clock at 11.794 sec (10.040 mph) in the previous race. 
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Victor continues to dominate 
 

 

 
For our sixth and last race of the weekend, which was our 900th Club Night across HO and CD, we 
were down to our lowest grid at Le Mans, 26, as Adi Rowland’s Porsche 911 was having problems 
in the previous round so decided not to run. This meant Tom Gray moved up in to A6 and the 
remaining five in Group B all moved up a place. This wasn’t spotted when the Provisional Results 
were issued on Sunday or when most of the Group point Championships were issued. Apologies 
for that, all corrected now. 
 

Victor de Oliveira may have  been quiet over the Le Mans weekend and not featured on the 
podium for the five Endurance Races, but he made plenty of noise in the final Club Night of the 
weekend, the 5-minute Sprint Race. Changing to his trusty BMW, that gave him Pole during the 
Friday Test Qualifying, he and Simon Goodlip set an incredible pace, without the need for fuel 
stops. Lap after they couldn’t be separated and we didn’t know who was going to take the win until 
the power elapsed, Victor taking it by a tenth! Angus Smith returned to the podium for the fifth 
time during the weekend with third, 1.5 laps back. 
 

This was Victor’s record seventh win at La Sarthe, and sixth Sprint Race victory from eight starts 
in 2025. He extends his Sprint Race Championship lead over Angus to 47.0 points with Simon 
another 9.0 points back. Of the 39 racers in the championship Dave Edwards was the biggest 
mover, up seven places from 31st to 24th after finishing a PB equalling fourth here and taking the 
Group C win. In total Victor has 35 career wins with 12 this year. He also took his 36th (14th) Pole 
and 41st (15th) fastest lap. 
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JT, Dan and Phil’s NASCAR’s await the 5-minute race at the end of the day 
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Phil Rees took his sixth NASCAR win of the year in 21st followed home by JT Hughes-Dowd and 
Dan Hughes-Dowd in 24th and 26th respectively. Phil therefore continues to extend his lead in the 
NASCAR Cup with Dan in second and JT closing in with third. 
 

 
 

Terry Mullen took the Group B win sharing sixth with former Group B racer Tom and Steve White. 
Fellow 70+ Group Challenge racer Stuart Gray matched Terry with a Group win by taking the D 
in 19th, his first Group win of the season. Stuart extends his lead at the top of the 70+ Challenge 
after Le Mans while Andrew Staniec moves back ahead of Terry into second. Andrew 
Woodhouse also took his first Group win of the year, the E, in 12th.  
 

Other notable results in the Sprint Race were Steve Whittaker taking the eighth fastest lap beating 
his ninth at Okayama on 27May25 together with Gabriel Ng taking 24th beating his 25th fastest lap 
at Catalunya on 18Mar25. 
 

In the Group Challenge Reuben Litherland regains his position atop the chart with Adi Rowland 
back in second, 13.5 points back. Nick Sismey jumps from seventh to third another 16.5 points in 
arrears. 
 

Before we tweaked the points due to Adi’s absence we had three groups of two teams on the same 
score in the Team Group Challenge. That all changed after the tweak with no teams now sharing 
the same points. 
  

The Vorsprung DHORC Technik team of Reuben and Phil still lead the Team Group Challenge, 
however Old Rollers (Richard Booth and Nick) have reduced the deficit from 47 to 40 points over 
the six Le Mans Club Nights. Team M&S of Martin Thorpe and Steve move up from eighth to third 
another 46 points back. 
  

While talking about Teams Vorsprung DHORC Technik also lead the Weekend Team Group 
Challenge. Old Rollers are again second reducing the lead from 14 to 7 points with Team M&S in 
third 13 points further back. 
 

Reuben also continues to lead the Weekend Group Challenge, 7.5 points to the good after both 
Monza and Le Mans with Nick jumping up from eighth to second while Martin remains in third, just 
1.5 points back after six more races. 
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The final laps of the 7,774.3 run over the weekend equating to 257.2 miles 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Okayama 
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Okayama International Circuit (岡山国際サーキット) sprang to prominence in the 1990s, an 

early pioneer of the membership club approach taken by other sporting venues - not least because 
its builder was a golf course magnate. 
 

Soon the call of racing events proved hard to ignore and the circuit, in its early guise as TI Aida 

Circuit (TIサーキット英田), even made its far as the Formula One calendar, twice hosting the 

Pacific Grand Prix before concentrating on national events. 
 

A change of ownership brought with it the change in name in 2005 and several years later a return 
of world class motorsport, this time in the guise of the World Touring Car Championships. 
 

Today the circuit continues to host the major domestic series on two and four wheels, including 
Super Formula, Super GT and the MFJ Superbike championships. 
 

The outright unofficial all-time track record is 1:10.218, set by triple-world champion Ayrton Senna 
in a Williams FW16, during qualifying for the 1994 Pacific Grand Prix. 

 

 

Circuit History 
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