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Front Cover: Adi Rowland standing proud in front of Sakhir, the venue of his 1st win. 

 
 

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2025  BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED 
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTS 

10 Winners in a year! Thanks to Phil Rees taking his first 

win in three years and Adi Rowland (Page 5) taking his first 
ever win on Tuesday night we now have ten different winners 
in 2025 beating the record of nine in 2023. And yet there are 
still two current racers who must get back to winning ways 
sometime this year and others who must take their first wins. 
We still have 27 Club Nights to go, who will be next to reach 
the top step of the podium? 
 
DHORC reached its 33rd Anniversary on Monday 07Jul25 and 
thanks to Sarah Smith we celebrated that in style at the Sakhir 
evening. Thank you so much Sarah (Page 7) 
 
We are already looking forward to our 2026 season and the 
proposed Calendar has been issued as covered on Page 8. 
We also reveal three new tracks in the same article. 
 
We are pleased to welcome Anthony Mitro as a fully-fledged 
Member as of Tuesday night leaving just Teddy Whittaker as 
a reserve driver. With JT Hughes-Dowd hoping to join the 
Navy later in the year it looks like Teddy will also go the way 
of Anthony soon. 
 
Next stop a return to Catalunya on 29Jul25, see you all there! 
 
Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  
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News & Views…………...…………..…….…049.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 173 to 175 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else José Borges Marshalling & PA 
Kev Spink   Setting Up, Marshalling, PA & Lock Terry Mullen Marshalling & PA 
Liam Smith  Setting Up, Marsh, Results & PA Macaully Dutson Marshalling & Results 
Adi Rowland Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Andrew Staniec Marshalling & PA 
Stuart Gray Spares, Marshalling & PA   Tom Gray  Results, Marsh & PA 
Angus Smith Scrutineering, Marshalling & PA Simon Rankin Marshalling  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering, Marshalling & PA Chris Cooper Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & PA  Scott Bradley Marsh, Results & PA 
Martin Thorpe WIFI, Marshalling & PA  Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Reuben Litherland Marshalling & PA   Anthony Mitro Marshalling & PA 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling, Tyres & PA  Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JT Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling 
Gabriel Ng  Marshalling & PA 

 

2. Congratulation to Adi Rowland for taking 1st win. 
 

Adi Rowland became our 14th Carrera Digital racer to take a win on Tuesday night in his 33rd Club 
Night, our second new winner in 2025 after Kev Spink at Le Mans. He is our tenth winner this year 
breaking the record of nine in 2023. 

 

  
 

 

Adi first became aware of DHORC at a 
Great Northern Classics’ Mince Pies and 
Motors event on 30Dec24. We were 
running our 8-lane Gazebo track and 
while another new 2025 Carrera Digital 
Member Scott Bradley had several goes, 
winning the free ticket for a Donington 
Park event, Adi had just the one go. 
 

However he became fascinated with 
DHORC, particularly the Carrera Digital 
Gulf Porsche 911 we had on show at the 
event. 
 

After numerous WhatsApp’s it was clear 
that Adi wanted to become part of the 
Club. He had two weeks to purchase a car 
and have a test at Phil Rees’ as our first 
Carrera Digital event of the year was the 
Mugello Test Night on 14Jan25. Both he 
and Scott attended. 
 

Since then Adi has run in 34 Club Nights, 
including the three races at Sakhir, taking 
his first fastest lap at Okayama at 
DHORC-CD 163 on 27May25 and first 
Pole at the same track at DHORC-CD 171 
on 17Jun25. Congratulations Adi. 
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3. DHORC’s Happy 33rd Anniversary thanks to Sarah Smith 
 

 

 

With thanks to Sarah Smith, wife of longtime 
Member Liam Smith, we celebrated DHORC’s 33rd 
anniversary in style at the Sakhir Carrera Digital 
evening on Tuesday 08Jul25. Our anniversary was 
the previous day, Monday 07Jul25. Sarah had 
produced some delicious cup-cakes decorated in 
edible DHORC logos and 33rd anniversary labels 
together with a wonderful cake with both Phil Rees 
and I on the top. Thank you so much Sarah. 
 
The club’s first HO Club Night was on 07Jul92 
following our first of 27 off HO Le Mans 24-hour races 
on 20/21Jun92. 
 
We have since run a staggering 733 HO Club Nights 
averaging 27 racers to each and every race. We 
have covered 1,740,948 laps and 204,231,460 feet 
which equates to 38,680 miles! 
  
However, that still doesn’t match the distance 
covered in our 27 off HO Le Mans races up to the 
final event in 2019. There we ran 1,131,515 laps and 
252,566,154 feet equating to 47,834 miles. 
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On 18Jan22, after 6-months of testing, we introduced 1/32nd Carrera Digital to our portfolio and 
have since run 172 Club Nights with an average of 23 racers to each meeting. In that time, we 
have covered 243,683 laps and 32,909,148 feet which adds up to 6,279 miles. Note: this was prior 
to the Sakhir evening. 
  

Therefore, our total stats are 3,116,147 laps equating to 489,706,762 feet, giving us a grand total 
of 92,794 miles of racing! Quite amazing. 
  

Thank you to all for your fantastic support, with particular mention to Phil Rees, who, with so many 
others, has made DHORC what it is today. 
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4. Carrera Digital 2026 Calendar & New Circuits 
 
Please find below our proposed Carrera Digital 2026 Calendar which again consists of 16 events 
running eight of the 2025 circuits, bringing back two from 2024 and adding three new ones.  
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5. Further Wi-Fi improvements thanks to Martin Thorpe 
 
With thanks to Martin Thorpe for adding further improvements to our DHORC Wi-Fi, which enabled 
more electronic devices to be connected at one time, I do believe the SmartRace Connect App 
worked pretty well for all at Sakhir on Tuesday. 
 
Nick Sismey 
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Sakhir 
 

                             
 

8th July 2025 

Race Report 

Round 33  
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Phil Rees took his first race win for three years in Round 33 

 

 

 
Anthony Mitro came off the reserve list and became a fully-fledged Member at Sakhir 
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Group ‘E’ – Gabriel Ng, Simon Rankin, Andrew Staniec, Dan Hughes-Dowd & Jag Kalyan 

 

 
 

Group ‘D’ – José Borges, Andrew Woodhouse, Anthony, Scott Bradley & Daniel Kalyan 
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Group ‘C’ – Chris Cooper, Stuart Gray, Phil, Macaully Dutson, JT Hughes-Dowd  
& Lewis Blacker 

 

 
 
 

Group ‘B’ – Liam Smith, Reuben Litherland, Terry Mullen, Martin Thorpe, Steve White & 
Tom Gray 
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Phil breaks 3-year wait for 3rd win! 
 

 

Phil Rees took his third race win of his career, 159 Club Nights after his second on 31May22 at 
DHORC-CD 14, on Tuesday night at our Sakhir circuit. His previous win had also been at Sakhir, 
his other at Sebring at DHORC-CD 4. What a fantastic result for someone who does so much for 
club. The good thing was that he didn’t win by default with the next in line having been docked 
laps. Double, reigning and current Championship leader Simon Goodlip, in second, 0.9 laps back 
was not carrying any lap penalties. He was followed home just 0.3 laps down the road by Adi 
Rowland with American muscle taking on German technology, Audi, Audi, Corvette.  
 

The first Club Night of the evening ran with 27 racers, one short of the average grids of 2025. Phil’s 
win was the ninth different winner of the year, equalling the record set in 2023. It was also Audi’s 
50th win at DHORC. Phil took the Group C win Simon the A. Martin Thorpe made it three different 
Group winners in the top four taking his Porsche to the top of the B just a tenth behind Adi and 0.8 
laps ahead of fellow B racer Steve White in fifth. This was Martin’s fourth straight B win. Nick 
Sismey made it three Porsche 911’s in a row in sixth 1.5 laps back. Five out of six German marks.  
 

 
 

variety of cars in the top ten, one BMW, one Corvette, one McLaren, three Audi’s, and four 
Porsches. Another Porsche (all five in different liveries) took 11th, that of Daytona winner Tom 
Gray sitting a tenth behind Lewis and Liam. A second Gulf liveried Porsche 911 of Scott Bradley, 
returning after a 12 race sabbatical, took 12th half a lap behind Tom while JT Hughes-Dowd, in 
what could be his last Club Night at DHORC (with the Navy calling), a further 0.4 laps back with 
his Audi R8 in 13th. 
 

Victor de Oliviera was 
carrying a two lap penalty after 
his previous two Endurance 
Race wins, but he would have 
only moved up one place, from 
seventh, without them as he 
was more than two laps 
behind Steve in fifth. His BMW 
shared seventh with a very 
pleased Stuart Gray and his 
McLaren, which was his best 
result of the year and only one 
off his PB. They were 0.6 laps 
behind Nick. Victor’s fastest 
lap from the last two races at 
Sakhir, back in Sep’24, gave 
him his 39th career Pole and 
17th of the year. His back-to-
back front grid slot was 
followed up by his 45th (19th) 
fastest lap. 
 

Lewis Blacker and Liam 
Smith also shared ninth place 
with their Porsche and Audi, 
1.3 laps back, so we had a 
variety  
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Group ‘A’ – Kev Spink, Nick Sismey, Adi Rowland, Simon Goodlip, Angus Smith 
& Victor de Oliveira 

 

 
 

Reuben unfortunately had a tyre blow leaving the grid in Round 33 so had to purchase 
some new ones off Stuart who took his best result of the year, 7th. 
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It was great to have Anthony Mitro back racing again for the first time since Le Mans, and now 
as a fully-fledged racer, taken off the reserve list. His Porsche took him to 14th a tenth ahead of 
Terry Mullen who suffered a couple of refuelling issues in 15th with his McLaren, which he would 
fix come the next Round later in the evening. Angus Smith would lose his one lap penalty after 
Round 33 as his McLaren could only take 16th, fuel stops also aggravating his run. He finished two 
tenths behind Terry while Jag Kalyan’s Audi R8 would be another 0.8 laps back in 17th, but with 
it he took the Group E win, his fourth of the year. 
 

 
 

Dan Hughes-Dowd will have a lot of backup cars soon, with JJ having retired last year and JT 
possibly moving on to bigger and better things. He followed Jag home in the E with his Ferrari 0.9 
laps back, the first Italian stallion in the top 18! The car that is. Dan was the meat between two 
Audi R8s with Daniel Kalyan 0.4 laps in arrears in 19th which he shared with Andrew Staniec and 
another differently liveried Porsche 911, the Ford GT put out to pasture for now.  
 

It was two Andrew’s in a row with Andrew Woodhouse running our second Corvette of the night 
for the first time in his 50th race start. With son Jenson away he could concentrate on getting to 
know his new set of wheels. Andrew would take 21st just two tenths up the road with Kev Spink 
and his splendid yellow and orange painted Porsche 911 (all of his own design) in 22nd with a 
deficit of 1.5 laps to Andrew. 
 

José Borges and his Pink Pig Porsche (livery number seven) had to give good three laps to Kev 
as he came home in 23rd while Simon Rankin, the only one to run a Lamborghini, was another 
ten laps in arrears in 24th. José however proved he has a very quick car as he set the sixth fastest 
lap beating his 14th on 18Mar25 at Catalunya. Reuben Litherland, who must be a winner 
sometime this year, had a tyre blow out on his Audi R8 at the start of the race so had to ask Stuart 
for some emergency spares so he could at least finish the race. He would only record 43.7 laps in 
25th. 
 

Gabriel Ng was the only one to run an Aston Martin as he finished in 26th with Macaully Dutson’s 
McLaren suffering either a chip or motor problem taking him to the Wooden Spoon trophy in 27th. 
Gabriel was one of eight racers who took 20th in Qualifying as none of them had run at Sakhir 
before. This was actually three places better than Gabriel had done in Qualifying before on 
08Apr25 at Fuji. 
 

The final car type count in the first Round of the night was. Aston Martin-1, BMW-1, Ferrari-1 
Lamborghini-1, Corvette-2, McLaren-4, Audi-7 & Porsche-10 
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José took the 6th fastest lap in the first race of the Evening, a PB 
 

 

 
Gabriel recorded his best grid slot with 20th in Round 33 
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Sakhir 
 

                             
 

8th July 2025 

Race Report 

Round 34  
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With his first win Adi became our record 10th winner in a year, while Terry took an evening 
best of 8th.  
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Chris joined the fray at Round 34, oh and there’s Terry again 
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Adi takes 1st win in 33rd start 
 

 
Adi Rowland finally did what he had been promising to do over the last 15 races or so, he took 
his first career victory and the 16th Corvette win in his 33rd start. He became our record 10th winner 
in a year and made it eight different winners in the last 12 Club Nights. His 76.3 laps was the 
second highest endurance race laps score at Sakhir, but still 2.1 laps behind Victor de Oliveira’s 
record set on 17Sep24. He also took the Group A win for the first time as well, his 11th Group win 
of the year. 
 

Our 2022 Champion Angus Smith moved into second after a lowly 16th in the previous race, some 
2.5 laps back, while our double Champion Simon Goodlip finished in third 0.2 laps behind Angus. 
Victor was a further 0.7 laps back in fourth, although he would have taken second had he not 
carried a one lap penalty. He also made it three Poles in a row with his 40th (13th) together with his 
46th (20th) fastest lap, equalling Angus in second place in the all-time charts, with his seventh 
consecutive fastest time. Adi was slightly disappointed not to take his second fastest lap as he was 
only 0.002 seconds slower than Victor. 
 

Simon extends his lead over Victor by 11 points to 33 in the main Championship after the two 
Sakhir Endurance races, while Angus drops back 8 points to a deficit of 89 points behind Victor. 
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Macaully’s family visited Sakhir to see what we were all about. His best result of the night 

was in Round 34 with 18th  
 

 
 

JT took a best finish of 12th in Round 34 so certainly not all at sea! 
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Steve White added 2.7 laps to his Round 33 score but remained in fifth taking the Group B win, a 
lap behind Victor, as previous Group winner Martin Thorpe dropped two places to sixth 0.3 laps 
back. Having won the first Round of the evening Phil Rees dropped to seventh on 71.1 laps, which 
would have been 72.1 laps without his lap penalty, 0.2 less than his first score, but took back-to-
back Group C wins. Terry Mullen was much happier with his pit stops this time taking eighth, 0.4 
behind Phil and 0.3 ahead of Nick Sismey. We had nine racers on 70+ laps this time compared 
to only four earlier. 
 
First of the 15 off 60+ lap racers was Tom Gray on 69.4 laps in tenth, one place better than Round 
33 and 3.7 laps further up the road, with Chris Cooper joining us for the last two races of the night 
taking the grid to 28. He would finish 0.7 laps behind Tom in 11th with fellow Group C racer JT 
Hughes-Dowd moving up one place to 12th two laps behind the newcomer. Kev Spink shared 
13th with Group D winner Daniel Kalyan on 66.3 laps, Kev jumping up nine places, Daniel six.  
 

 
 
Our second joint finishers were next up with Anthony Mitro and Liam Smith both in 15th and both 
on 65.8 laps. This was Anthony’s best result to date beating his 18th at Le Mans on 06Jun25. 
Reuben Litherland’s new tyres helped him move up the leaderboard from 25th to 17th so he was 
going in the right direction, 0.4 laps back. Macaully Dutson’s McLaren motor change by Liam saw 
Macca jump up to 18th on the same lap as Reuben but four tenths further back. Jag Kalyan again 
won Group E with 64.8 laps in the bank compared to 63 earlier while Stuart Gray took a bit of a 
drop from seventh to 20th a tenth behind Jag.  
 
Lewis Blacker also dropped well outside the top ten this time, 12 places back in 21st on 64.3 laps 
closing out Group C. Second in the E was Dan Hughes-Dowd, half a lap back in 22nd, again with 
the only Ferrari on the grid. Another tenth down the track were Scott Bradley’s Gulf Porsche’s 
lights burning bright, third in the D. Following a Ferrari and a Porsche was Andrew Woodhouse’s 
Corvette 1.2 laps in arrears in 24th three places further down the road than Round 33.  
 
Andrew Staniec’s Porsche and Simon Rankin’s Lambo both shared 59 laps with Andrew taking 
25th 0.4 laps ahead of Simon. José Borges took eighth on the grid with his Pink Pig, beating his 
16th on 18Mar25 at Catalunya, but was only able to convert that to 27th here. It was Gabriel Ng’s 
turn to take the Wooden Spoon this time as he closed out this Club Night in 28th.  
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Andrew is also running a Corvette like Adi’s, taking a best of 21st twice on the night 
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Sakhir 
 

                             
 

8th July 2025 

Race Report 

Round 35 
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Steve took a best finish on the night of 2nd in the Sprint Race, Martin 3rd  
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                                 Victor’s dominance marches on! 
 

 

 
Victor de Oliviera domination of the Sprint Race Championship continues with his seventh win 
from ten starts. His fourth straight Pole and 19th of the year from 34 Club Nights takes him to a 
career total of 31. He converted that to a 2.7 lap victory over Steve White who was back on the 
podium for the first time since his win at Le Mans last month, his 27.0 laps giving him the Group B 
win. This was Victor’s 38th (15th) win and with it he smashed his own lap record of 9.630 seconds 
set on 17Sep24 leaving it at 9.357. His eighth straight fastest lap equals his own consecutive PB 
record taking him to 47 (21) quickest lap times. He know moves into second in the all-time charts. 
 

Another 0.6 laps behind Steve came friend Martin Thorpe taking his ninth podium finish of the 
year. Will our four time winner become our 11th winner of 2025? He was followed home by our 
other two main Championship contenders, Simon Goodlip, a tenth back and Angus Smith half a 
lap down the road. The top three in the Sprint Race Championship consist of the same racers as 
the main Championship, although Victor extends his lead to 53.5 points over Angus with main 
Championship leader Simon in third, closing the gap to Angus to 13.5 points. 
 

 
 

Still celebrating his first win in Round 34 Adi Rowland cruised into sixth here while Nick Sismey 
and Liam Smith broke off results duty to lead a quartet of shared results. They matched each 
other on 24.7 laps to both take seventh while Chris Cooper and Anthony Mitro couldn’t be 
separated sharing 24.6 laps and ninth, Chris taking the Group C win, Anthony the D. We went one 
better in 11th with a three way tie on 24.1 laps between Lewis Blacker, Terry Mullen and a still 
recovering Reuben Litherland. Finally the pairing of Scott Bradley and Tom Gray both notched 
up 24.0 laps in 14th. Just 0.7 laps covering nine racers, quite amazing! Going back to Anthony, he 
set PBs in every category here, his 19th on the grid beat his 20th, his ninth at the flag beat 14th both 
at Le Mans while his 10th in fastest laps beat his 15th from the previous Round. He would also be 
the joint highest mover up the Ranking charts post Sakhir, moving up five positions to 23rd.  
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Simon’s best finish was 23rd in Round 35 with Kev going ten places better in Round 34 
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Reuben continues to lead the Group Challenge however that lead has been drastically reduced by 
second placed Adi. After his tyre blow out in Round 33 Reuben was chasing his tail as Adi reduced 
the gap from 21 to 8.5 points with Phil now moving into third 4.5 points back. Reuben and Phil’s 
Vorsprung DHORC Technik Team have extended their lead over  the absent Richard Booth and 
Nick’s Team Old Rollers from 45.5 to 62.5 points in the Team Group Challenge. Steve and Martin’s 
Team M&S have taken a big chunk out of our second placed team reducing the gap from 42 to 
18.5 points. There are also several teams very close to each other as all challenge for the top spot. 
 

 
 

After nine racers finishing on the 24 lap only one was left on the 23rd lap, namely Andrew Staniec 
who cleared six tenths of that lap to finish 16th, his best finish of the night, and with it the reward of 
the Group E win. Three racers finished on the next lap down, Kev Spink on 22.8, Jag Kalyan on 
22.4 and Stuart Gray on 22.3 laps. In our closest 2025 Championship Stuart has converted a one 
point deficit into a five point lead as he returns to the top of the Veteran’s 70+ Group Challenge 
ahead of Terry with Andrew a further five points back. 
 

In 20th was Phil Rees, but more importantly he was the first NASCAR Cup driver over the line 
taking his seventh straight NASCAR win and eighth of the year. Our second and third NASCAR 
racers were Dan Hughes-Dowd in 24th and son JT Hughes-Dowd in 25th just a tenth apart. Phil 
continues to dominate proceedings, extending his Cup lead over Dan to 101.0 points, who is 
another 17.5 points ahead of JT.  
 

 
 

Between Phil and Dan came Andrew Woodhouse, Daniel Kalyan and Simon Rankin, all sharing 
21 laps with Dan but on 7, 6 and 1 tenth in 21st, 22nd and 23rd respectively. Andrew equalled his 
best score; Daniel was three above his best while Simon recorded his best of the night. José 
Borges took 24th but despite this matched Anthony with a five place improvement on his Ranking, 
moving up to 28th. Gabriel Ng was saved from the Wooden Spoon by Macaully Dutson who’s 
McLaren again lost power. Liam is reviewing its motor and chip for the next race at Catalunya. 
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Jag in his Ferrari polo watching an Audi R8 through the hairpin, took two Group E wins 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Tom closed out the top ten in Round 34 

 

 

 
Lewis went one better with ninth in Round 33 
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Scott returned from a 12 
Club Night sabbatical to 

take a best of 12th in 
Round 33.  

 
Daniel took a best of 13th 

in Round 34 and the 
Group D win. 
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Kev’s superb paint job on his Porsche 911 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Victor and Simon lead the Sprint and Main Championships respectively 
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Phil continues to lead the NASCAR Cup and the Team Group Challenge with Reuben 
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Stuart returns to the top of the Veteran’s 70+ Group Challenge 
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Reuben continues to lead the Group Challenge and the Team Group Challenge with Phil 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Catalunya 
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The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya was built in 1991 and began hosting the Spanish 

Grand Prix that same year. Construction also coincided with the Olympic Games scheduled to take 
place in Barcelona the next year, where the circuit acted as the start and finish line for the road 
team time trial cycling event. The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya should not be confused with the 
Montjuïc circuit, which hosted the Spanish Grand Prix four times between 1969 and 1975 and, 
unlike the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, is actually located within the city of Barcelona. 
 

Because so much testing is done at this circuit, Formula One drivers and mechanics are extremely 
familiar with it. This has led to criticism that drivers and mechanics are too familiar with Catalunya, 
reducing the amount of on-track action. 
 

When first used, overtaking was frequent as cars could follow closely through the last two corners 
and slipstream down the long straight. As aerodynamic balance became more critical, this 
overtaking method drastically decreased as the cars were unable to follow each other through the 
fast final corner due to turbulence created by the leading car.  The 2007 season saw the first of the 
two final sweepers replaced with a slow chicane to reduce speeds through the final corner, where 
serious accidents could occur, and in an effort to improve overtaking. 
 

This is the circuit we are running. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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	Phil breaks 3-year wait for 3rd win!
	Adi takes 1st win in 33rd start
	Victor’s dominance marches on!
	Points!

