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Front Cover: Watkins Glen up on the mezzanine at Great Northern Classics 

 
 

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2025  BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED 
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTS 

SmartRace, our “Official Timing Partner”. Who 

would have thought that such a prodigious software company 
would contact us and want to sponsor our little club? A big 
thank to Marc Bonsels for making the first move and 
becoming such a big part of DHORC. Please see Page 5. 
 

It may have been seven weeks since our last Carrera Digital 
Evening but with three Corporate events, which saw over 
2,000 racers on our tracks (please see our latest HO 
Magazine and Facebook), a Carrera Digital and an HO Test 
Night we certainly haven’t been idle. Our Facebook Page has 
also gone mad with over 55K followers and 55M hits. 
 

Congratulations to Simon Goodlip for taking the two 15-
minute Endurance Race wins at Watkins Glen and to Victor 
de Oliveira for taking the 5-minute Sprint Race win. Both 
continue to lead their respective Championships. 
 

Congratulations also to all of our Group winners on Tuesday, 
Scott Bradley (3), Dan Hughes-Dowd (2), JT Hughes-
Dowd,  Tom Gray (2), Lee Pateman, Steve Whittaker (2), 
Ted Whittaker, Simon (2) and Victor. 
 

We would just like to update you on a  few tweaks as far as 
Membership is concerned. Ted Whittaker has now come off 
the reserve list and become a fully-fledged member. Gabriel 
Ng, due to work commitments, has had to move to the 
weekend roster alongside Bill Woodhouse. We may also 
unfortunately soon lose JT Hughes-Dowd to the Navy. 
However we have Nick Jarram and James Wardle from the 
HO side of DHORC testing CD at Phil Rees’ on 04Oct25 so 
we may be back up to full strength with 36 racers soon. 
 

This is a 2 part magazine again, hope you enjoy. Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
 
 

 
 

 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 4      
 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 5      

News & Views…………...…………..…….…051.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 179 to 181 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else José Borges Marshalling & PA 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Spares, Marsh & PA  Tom Gray  Marshalling & PA 
Kev Spink   Setting Up, Marshalling, PA & Lock Terry Mullen Marshalling & PA 
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Liam Smith  Marshalling, Results & PA  Richard Booth Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Scrutineering, Marshalling & PA Simon Rankin Marshalling  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering, RC, Marsh & PA Chris Cooper Marshalling & PA 
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling, Tyres & PA  Adi Rowland Setting Up  
Martin Thorpe Marshalling & Packing Away Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Anthony Mitro Marshalling & Packing Away  James Bowles Marshalling 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Steve Whittaker Marshalling    Teddy Whittaker Marshalling 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JT Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling 
Andrew Staniec Marshalling    Scott Bradley Marshalling & PA 
Reuben Litherland Marshalling & Packing Away  Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & PA 

 

2. SmartRace – DHORC’s “Official Timing Partner” 
 

Marc Bonsels, the founder of the excellent SmartRace and SmartRace Connect Apps, contacted 
us on Monday 11Aug25 with a proposal for SmartRace to become DHORC’s “Official Timing 
Partner”. After we spent the next week e-mailing back and forth we had a Facetime call on Monday 
18Aug25 where we are delighted to announce we finalised the deal for three years. 
 

In simple terms this means that DHORC will promote SmartRace wherever we can. We have 
already added SmartRace to our Carrera Digital DHORC logo, have included a hyperlink to Marc’s 
site on all our Facebook reels from the Watkins Glen Test Night, which have already been viewed 
180,000 times, and will look at all other opportunities to get SmartRace out into the worldwide 
community. 
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3. Low Downforce & Car Prep Test Night – 07Oct25 
 

 
Club Nights proves the current rules are working. We certainly don’t want to affect those. 
 

This then allows for debate at the AGM in November but won’t affect the current modus operandi. 
 

We will also be running car preparation sessions so all can see how to set up your cars. 
 

4. Scott Bradley’s stunning photos 
 

Scott Bradley brought along his new camera to the Watkins Glen Test Night and took some quite 
stunning photos like the grid below. This and others have been posted on our Facebook Page. 

 

 

As mentioned during the Watkins 
Glen Test Night we plan to run a low 
downforce Test Night on 07Oct25 
on our Fuji circuit. When we say low 
downforce what we mean is that we 
will move the magnet shim, that 
comes with the rear magnet, from 
where it is normally situated, above 
the magnet, to underneath the 
magnet. This means the magnet will 
be further away from the track 
reducing downforce. 
 

This is purely to see what the effect 
will be and in no way indicates that 
we are looking to amend the rules 
in the future. I for one love the 
current rules and the high level of 
attendance at our Carrera Digital 
Club 
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Scott also took a few natural pics of us enjoying ourselves at the Watkins Glen Test. 
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5. Facebook followers reaches 55,000 
 

After reaching 50K followers on 09Jun25 it took just over two months to surpass 55K on 18Aug25. 
During that time we have had 6.7M views of our videos, with over 13M views during the last three 
months. Stop Press: We are heading towards 57K as we go to press. 
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6. Poynton’s reducing stock of Carrera cars 
 

Unfortunately Poynton’s won’t be able to provide Carrera cars going forward so we will remove 
their add from future magazines. Talking to Richard Poynton the other day he advised that as he 
doesn’t sell a lot of cars it has become more and more difficult to obtain cars from his supplier. 
They tend to favour larger model shops who do sell more. A shame as Richard has really helped 
to build up DHORC, we will always be grateful to him, hopefully things may change in the future. 
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7. Facebook hits reach 50 Million in 2025 
 

On 09Sep25 we received our 50 millionth hit on our Facebook page in 2025. 
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8. Silverstone WEC circuit - 2027 
 

To celebrate the hopeful return of the WEC Hypercars and GT cars to Silverstone in 2027 we are 
looking to run our own event that year on our version of the circuit. Thanks to Phil Rees for 
providing this proposed version of the GP circuit. Watch this space. 

 

9. Montrose Crystal sponsorship 
 

With thanks to https://montrosecrystal.com/ we have some more sponsored barriers for our tracks. 
 

 
 
 

https://montrosecrystal.com/
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 10.Scott becomes a dad! 
 

Congratulations to Scott for recently becoming a father, with son James 
 

 
Nick Sismey 
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Acknowledgments 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Simon Goodlip Marshalling & PA 
Kev Spink  Setting Up, Marsh, PA & Lock Simon Rankin Marshalling  
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Spares, Marsh’ & PA  Tom Gray  Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Scrutineering, Marsh & PA  Richard Booth Marshalling & PA  
Liam Smith  Marshalling & Packing Away Martin Thorpe Marshalling & PA 
Macaully Dutson Marshalling    Chris Cooper Marshalling & PA 
Terry Mullen Marshalling & Packing Away  Andrew Staniec Marshalling 
Steve Whittaker Marshalling    Teddy Whittaker Marshalling 
Dan Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling   JT Hughes-Dowd Marshalling 
Dean Garbett Marshalling & Packing Away Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Scott Bradley Marshalling & Packing Away Adi Rowland Marshalling & PA 
José Borges Marshalling    James Bowles Marshalling 
 

Overview 
 

Our fifth (although Le Mans was only a 5-minute test followed by a 5-minute qualy before the two 
15-minute races on the Friday night) Test of the year was on our all-new 134’5” Watkins Glen circuit 
based in upper New York State in the USA. Considering it was slap bang in the middle of the 
summer holiday season we were very pleased to have 27 racers on the grid. 
 

The real Watkins Glen’s highest profile races are IMSA, which includes GTs and the annual 
NASCAR race, also run in August (although next year it is in May). We had both of those car types 
on track. The real circuit also used to be the host to the USA F1 Grand Prix between 1960 and 
1981. Therefore there was no surpise to also see an F1 on track, thanks to Phil Rees – see Page 
7. 

 

While the layout of our version was 
pretty authentic of what is a rather 
simple flowing circuit, it was also 
very tricky with surprises. The 
chicane had to be shown respect 
and there were several other 
corners that you thought you could 
take faster than you actually could. 
Hence the need to test any new 
circuit to be able to suss it out. 
 

Simon Goodlip was able to suss it 
out the best as he headed all three 
columns in the results table, most 
laps in 5-minutes, fastest lap and 
then Pole position. He was the only 
one to go under 9 seconds in 
Qualifying although second placed 
Adi Rowland also achieved this 
during the test runs. Steve White 
took third while our newest Member 
Teddy Whittaker took an excellent 
fourth Terry Mullen could have 
taken third, had he matched his test 
lap time! 
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Group A – Macaully Dutson, Andrew Staniec, Kev Spink, Angus Smith, Phil Rees & Nick Sismey 
 

 
 

Group B – Simon Rankin, Jag & Daniel Kalyan, Terry Mullen, Stuart Gray & Richard Booth 
 

 
 

Group C – Steve White, Tom Gray, JT & Dan Hughes-Dowd, Simon Goodlip & José Borges 
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Simon headed all three columns at the Watkins Glen Test Night  
while James Bowles took 22nd in Qualifying 
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The Test Groups are made up as folk walk in the door to mix up racers of all abilities 
 

 
 

Group D – Steve & Teddy Whittaker, Liam Smith, James with Martin Thorpe 
 

 
 

Group E – Chris Cooper, Dean Garbett, Scott Bradley & Adi Rowland 
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Dan clearly enjoying the evening 
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Steve took third in Qualifying 
 

 
 

Martin admitted he messed up in Qualifying. Trying to score the highest lap time (so he 
stays in Group B) he mistakenly rolled over the timing line while entering the pits to set 

the 20th fastest lap. 
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Phil ran a GT, NASCAR and F1 car during the Test 
 

 
 

JT ran in the Test and Qualy but will he be at the Watkins Glen races on 16Sep25? 
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Teddy, Steve and Liam 
with Dean below 

Tom, Liam again & Kev 
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Andrew chatting to Caroline White, don’t tell Steve! 
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Thumbs up from José 
 

 
 

The Watkins Glen Boot 
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Stuart again helped out with set up 
while Scott took some great pics in-

between testing & marshalling 

Scott even trusted 
Chris with his camera! 
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Terry and Adi choosing tyres 
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Daniel beat dad Jag by just a tenth in number of laps in 5-minutes and then took 18th in 
Qualifying to Jag’s 25th  
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Parc Ferme Scrutineer Angus took sixth in Qualy 
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Simon took his Lambo to 24th in Qualifying 
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Test Groups 
 



   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


