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Front Cover: Watkins Glen up on the mezzanine at Great Northern Classics 
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Three more great races to report on. Enjoy! 

 
Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
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Watkins Glen 
 

                             
 

16th September 2025 

Race Report 

Round 39  
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Championship leader Simon Goodlip dominated the two Endurance Races  

 

 

 
Parc Ferme 
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Ted Whittaker took a career best 3rd on the grid for Round 39 while dad Steve Whittaker 
took a career best 3rd overall in the race 
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Watkins Glen on the mezzanine at Great Northern Classics 
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Group A – Martin Thorpe, Nick Sismey, Steve White, Angus Smith, Simon  
& Victor de Oliveira 

 

 
 

Group B – Kev Spink, Lewis Blacker, Liam Smith, Lee Pateman, Tom Gray & Terry Mullen 
 

 
 

Group C – Anthony Mitro, JT Hughes-Dowd, Chris Cooper, Steve, Reuben Litherland  
& Phil Rees 
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    Simon breaks records in New York State 
 

 

Simon Goodlip was back to winning ways for the first time since Le Mans on 07Jun25 at our 25th 
different Carrer Digital track, Watkins Glen in upper New York State. Our Championship leader 
took his tenth win of the year and 43rd of his career, following a record 64th (16th) Pole, with the 
only lap under 9 seconds, and then extending his club record of fastest laps with his 53rd (13th).  
 

 
 

The evening ran with 29 racers on the grid, one short of the maximum, Simon took victory by 1.4 
laps ahead of 2022 Champion Angus Smith. However we had an all new racer on the podium for 
the first time, in third, Steve Whittaker. While he was 2.6 laps behind Angus, just 0.1 laps 
prevented Tom Gray and Nick Sismey joining him on the bottom step, Nick crashing with three 
seconds to go and not able to make any further progress. Steve’s first podium also gave him the 
Group C win with Tom taking the B and Simon the A. Steve’s previous best result had been 8th at 
DHORC-CD 176 on 29Jul25 at Catalunya. Congratulations Steve. 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 12      

 
 

Group D – Jag Kalyan, José Borges, Stuart Gray, Scott Bradley, Richard Booth 
 & Daniel Kalyan 

 

 
 

Group E – Simon Rankin, Ted, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Andrew Staniec & James Bowles 
 

 
 

Angus took second in both 15-mute races, Lee 24th and 20th but 5th in the Sprint Race 
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With three racers on 74 laps we also had three racers on 73 laps, so close are the Groups now. In 
sixth was Terry Mullen, and that was with pit stop problems. He held off Phil Rees by 0.4 laps 
with new dad Scott Bradley another two tenths back. With Scott taking Group D it meant we had 
four Group winners in the top eight places. 
 
Nick was at the back of Group A on the grid alongside Martin Thorpe so decided to mirror his 
tactic of backing off slightly but keeping it on terra firmer more often. For once Nick did that better 
than Martin with the latter coming in ninth leading a quartet of racers on 72+ laps. Truth be told 
Victor de Oliveira, running on the track for the first time as he missed the Test, would have 
matched Nick and Tom in fourth but his two lap penalty for winning the last two 15-minute 
endurance races dropped him six places to tenth on 72.6 laps, three tenths behind Martin.  
 

 
 
Reuben Litherland was hoping for a better showing but he did far better than his lap time would 
suggest with 11th, 0.2 laps behind Victor with Kev Spink the fourth racer in the 72’s with exactly 
72.0 laps. Stuart Gray certainly took to the Watkin’s Glen track in 13th on 71.8 laps, where one 
more tour would have seen him in the top ten. Liam Smith followed him home just making it onto 
his 71st lap. 
 
Dan Hughes-Dowd not only beat son JT Hughes-Dowd by a placing and 0.3 of a lap he also took 
his first Group win of the year, the E, in 15th, finishing half way up the grid. Two others were also 
on 69 laps, José Borges on 69.2 and Steve White, struggling with pit stops on 69.1 in 18th. 
 
Chris Cooper and Daniel Kalyan finished the first Club Night of the evening on 68 laps, Chris half 
way round the lap, Daniel just passed the second tenth in 20th. A pattern was starting to emerge 
as we then had two racers on 67 laps, two on 65 laps and two on 64 laps. Andrew Staniec led 
Richard Booth home in the 67’s, Jag Kalyan, Lee Pateman in the 65’s and Anthony Mitro, 
Lewis Blacker in the 64’s taking us to 26th. 
 
Ted Whittaker recorded an incredible third place on the grid in Qualifying back in August but had 
to settle for 27th here with James Bowlesttaking 1.2 laps out of Simon Rankin who took the 
Wooden Spoon in 29th. 
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Liam setting up his car before taking a best of 7th in the Sprint Race 
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Watkins Glen 
 

                             
 

16th September 2025 

Race Report 

Round 40  
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Jame’s best run was 27th in Round 40 while….. 

 

 

 
…Reuben was 11th in Round 39. He still leads the Team Group Challenge with Phil. 
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       Simon equals Angus’ race win record 
 

 

Simon Goodlip became our second Member to win 44 Carrera Digital Club Nights, alongside 
Angus Smith, on Tuesday night by taking back-to-back Watkins Glen 15-minute endurance race 
wins. His 11th win of the year saw him add 4.7 laps to his Round 39 score to set a new race laps 
record of 83.4 laps. The race results will actually show 82.4 laps as he started the race with a one 
lap penalty after his first win of the night, but 83.4 laps is now the track record. Prior to victory he 
also broke his own Pole record with his 65th and 17th of the year. This was Audi’s 52nd win since 
we began CD in 2022, eight ahead of its nearest rival McLaren on 44. 
 

 
 

Angus was again second but 3.1 laps back this time as opposed to 1.4 in the previous race, while 
Victor de Oliveira took third 0.9 laps behind Angus. Had he not had a one lap penalty still Victor 
would have taken second by a tenth. He also took his 51st (24th) fastest lap reducing Simon’s best 
lap time of 8.983 seconds down to 8.509. These three continue to hold the top three spots in the 
Main Championship. Simon extends his lead over Victor from 7 to 40 points while Angus closes 
the gap to Victor from 131 to 117 points.  
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Anthony again travelled from Coventry to take a best 17th in the Sprint Race while Terry’s 

trip from Ripley resulted in two top ten finishes in the two endurance races. 
 

 
 

Tom was a tenth of a lap away from a podium place in Round 39 
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Nick Sismey took back-to-back fourth place finishes, this time taking Martin Thorpe with him as 
he finished just 0.3 laps further back, both on PB 77+ laps. This meant that the top five were all 
from Group A this time. JT Hughes-Dowd took a PB in Final Positions with sixth together with the 
Group C win. Less than two laps down the road he beat his previous best of seventh at our first 
running of Monza on 20Jan24. Our third Group winner was Tom Gray taking back-to-back Group 
B wins, 0.6 laps behind JT, while Liam Smith and Terry Mullen made it a Group B one, two, three. 
Tom recorded 75.2 laps this time, Liam 74.9 and Terry 74.7, all an improvement over Round 39. 
 

 
 

Steve Whittaker was second to JT in Group C but four places back as he rounded off the top ten 
with Steve White joining him, Liam and Terry on 74+ laps, in 11th. Dan Hughes-Dowd, like son 
JT, moved up the table this time but three places, not the ten JT achieved. However Dan took 
back-to-back Group wins, the E becoming his at The Glen. Ted Whittaker was second in the E, 
0.2 laps in arrears as he finished 13th, up from 27th in the previous round. Kev Spink dropped two 
places despite an extra 1.2 laps to take 14th four tenths behind Ted. 
 

Scott Bradley and Stuart Gray had an incredible duel in Group D. There was simply nothing 
between them despite Scott lapping half a second quicker. Stuart did get caught out by the 
damaged double cross-over lane changer when one of the points stuck up however. We did stop 
the race but that may have helped Scott take the D win by 0.3 laps. He sportingly asked if there 
was anything we could do but we had to say, “That’s racing!”, or words to that effect, as the same 
problem affected Group A in Round 39. The track piece was replaced by normal straights for the 
remainder of the evening by Phil Rees. Funnily enough he was next up in 17th, 0.3 laps behind 
Stuart. 
 

Anthony Mitro and Chris Cooper were but a tenth apart finishing in C4 and C5, 18th and 19th 
respectively while Lee Pateman made it 20 racers with 70+ laps in Round 40 compared to 14 in 
the previous Round. Daniel Kalyan continues to outshine his dad Jag Kalyan with four 
consecutive results ahead of him on track. This time Daniel took third in the D, Jag sixth, in 21st 
and 25th, 5.1 laps the gap. In that gap were Richard Booth, Andrew Staniec and José Borges, 
with Richard matching his earlier 22nd place finish, Andrew dropping two places to 23rd and José 
dropping seven to 24th.  
 

While Jag closed out Group D Lewis Blacker was having a torrid time for him, closing out B in 
26th again, with three laps less than the first race of the night. The only way is up for Lewis. Both 
James Bowles and Simon Rankin moved up a place in the second race of the evening thanks to 
problems for Reuben Litherland who just couldn’t get his Audi to pit. Something that affects us all 
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one way or another at some point in time. Thank goodness there are 60+ Club Nights a year so all 
get a share. He would take the Wooden Spoon. 

 

 
 

Former Quorn racers Martin and Andrew headed home with a best 5th and 21st  
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Watkins Glen 
 

                             
 

Sprint Race 12  - 16Sep25 

Race Report 

Round 41 
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Victor simply cannot stop winning Sprint Races while the 5-minute race was Jag’s best 
finish at Watkins Glen with 19th  
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Victor conquers The Glen 
 

 

Victor de Oliveira looks almost certain to become our inaugural 5-minute Sprint Race Champion 
after his ninth win from 12 starts. His 42nd (19th) win leaves him just two wins behind our joint win 
record holders Angus Smith and Simon Goodlip. He also matched Angus in second place in the 
all-time Pole sitters with his 43rd (21st). Victor was the only racer to surpass 30 laps with his BMW 
taking its ninth win for the mark on 31.1 laps. 
 

 
 
Steve White finally got things sorted at Watkins Glen after a troubled couple of endurance races, 
taking second 2.1 laps behind Victor with Simon making the podium in all three races on the night 
in third, 0.6 laps back. His 54th (14th) fastest lap extended his record. Nick Sismey was the only 
racer to finish in the same place on all three Rounds with fourth yet again, while Lee Pateman 
also came alive in the Sprint Race taking a best of the evening fifth and the Group B win, his fourth 
Group win of the year and third in the last six Club Nights. 
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It wasn’t Lewis best night at Watkins Glen however he was still happy as always and 
helped out at Race Control. 
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Second in the Sprint Championship, Angus, was sixth, a tenth down on Lee with 27.1 laps. Victor 
therefore extends his lead over Angus from 67.5 to 78.5 points while Simon closes the gap to 
Angus from 9.0 to 3.0 points in third. Scott Bradley’s seventh place finish, 0.4 laps behind Angus, 
was a career best, beating his eighth on 18Mar25 at Catalunya in DHORC-CD 156. He also made 
it three Group D wins from three starts at The Glen. Scott shared seventh with Liam Smith who 
went one place better than the previous Round. Tom Gray missed out on a podium place in Round 
39 by a tenth and he missed out on seventh here by the same margin.  
 
Stuart Gray again had an incredible duel with fellow Group D racer Scott and again lost out by 
less than half a lap as he finished in 10th in his equal best evening of the year, averaging 13th in all 
three Rounds. Stuart has now more than doubled his lead in the 70+ Group Challenge from 7.0 to 
14.5 points over Terry Mullen with Andrew Staniec taking a point out of Terry, their gap now 12.0 
points. But a tenth behind Stuart was Steve Whittaker in 11th with José Borges soaring up the 
leaderboard to an evening best of 12th, two tenths back. He was the sixth racer on 26+ laps. For 
Steve it was his second Group C win of the evening, eighth of the year and eighth of his career. 
 

 
 
Ted Whittaker took his first ever Group win making the E his own in the Sprint Race a tenth behind 
José in 13th equalling his best result from the previous Round. Another tenth further back was Kev 
Spink and Chris Cooper sharing 14th and would you believe it there was only another tenth to 
Daniel Kalyan making it five straight wins over his dad. Reuben Litherland and Anthony Mitro 
were our third pairing in the Sprint Race, both on 25.3 laps and both in 17th. Jag Kalyan finished 
on the same lap as son Daniel and five others just crossing the start line for the 25th time in 19th. 
 
After two 22nd place finishes Richard Booth took 20th here two tenths behind Jag. Despite 
struggling at Watkins Glen Richard, along with Nick, in Team Old Rollers reduced Reuben and 
Phil Rees’  Vorsprung DHORC Technik lead in the Team Group Challenge by a massive 0.5 points 
down to 44.0. Team M&S consisting of Martin and Steve dropped back a further 3.5 points in third 
23.5 points behind the Old Rollers. Despite having a very quick car, taking the eighth fastest lap in 
all three Club Nights at the Glen, and posting a sixth and ninth earlier Terry dropped to 21st here 
0.8 laps behind Richard. 
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Lee at Turn 1 with Simon’s NASCAR and new wheels 
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Phil, mentioned above, took 22nd but he was one of three racers running NASCARs in the Sprint 
Race. His 23.5 laps saw him take his ninth straight Cup win and tenth of the year, with Dan 
Hughes-Dowd taking second (26th) and a tenth back JT Hughes-Down (27th). This was also the 
order in the Cup Championship, with Dan now 128 points back, JT a further 19. Phil also jumps 
from third to first in the Group Challenge with Reuben and Martin Thorpe remaining in second and 
third, 1.0 and 1.5 points back in an incredibly close championship! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

While the above three were 
fighting it out for NASCAR 
honours, between Phil and 
Dan were Simon Rankin, 
Andrew and Lewis Blacker 
and their GT cars. Simon, in 
his best run of the night, was 
a tenth behind Phil in 23rd 
with another tenth of lap 
between Simon and Andrew 
in 24th. Lewis’ 25th was 
actually his best run of the 
night after his two 26th place 
finishes. Clearly he has some 
work to do as this certainly 
wasn’t a reflection of his 
capabilities.  

 
James Bowles, due a test at 
Terry’s soon to set up his car, 
took 28th for the second time 
at Watkins Glen after his 27th 
in the previous race was 
thankful to Martin for 
preventing him from taking 
the Wooden Spoon. Martin, 
after taking ninth and fifth had 
problems here with his 
Porsche, which we are sure 
he can fix quickly. 

 

Phil, discussing with Jim Dudley the HO car bodies he 
had painted for him, took yet another NASCAR win. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 29      

 

 
Terry negotiating the chicane as Dan looks on 
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Chris did a great job in our tightest marshalling post 
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Scott had a great evening racing Stuart, taking all three Group D wins and his best ever 
finish of 7th in Round 41. And that’s despite no sleep for the last three weeks! 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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JT recorded his best ever finish of 6th in Round 40 
 

 
 

Richard was disappointed with his evening but still holds second place in the Team Group 
Challenge with Nick. José was a star marshal at Turn 1. 
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Stuart remains top of the 70+ Group Challenge, chatting to Simon 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Mugello 
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Mugello Circuit (Autodromo Internazionale del Mugello) is a motorsport race track in 

Scarperia e San Piero, Florence, Tuscany, Italy. The circuit length is 5.245 km (3.259 mi). It has 
15 turns and a 1.141 km (0.709 mi) long straight. The circuit stadium stands have a capacity of 
50,000. 
 

Grand Prix motorcycle racing host an annual event at the circuit (for MotoGP and smaller classes). 
In 2007 and 2008 the Deutsche Tourenwagen Masters held an annual event. The track is owned 
by Scuderia Ferrari since 1988, which uses it for Formula One testing. 
 

The first race of the A1GP 2008–09 season was originally planned to be held at the Mugello circuit 
on 21 September 2008. However, the race had to be cancelled due to the delay in building the new 
chassis for the new race cars. 
 

The circuit hosted its first ever Formula One race on 13 September 2020, named the Tuscan Grand 
Prix, as part of the season being restructured due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This Grand Prix was 
the 1000th Grand Prix for Scuderia Ferrari. 

 

 

Circuit History 
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