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Front Cover: Chris Bowles, Denis Latham and Lee Pateman in front of the big screen!  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2025 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
Just a week after Jarama we were back racing at the 

former New Zealand track Pukekohe for Round 25 and 26 of 
the 2025 DHORC Championship. We revert back to the three 
week gaps again after these two Club Nights for the last four 
evenings of the year.  
 
Congratulations to Chris Bowles for taking his 7th Adult win 
of the year, to Gordon Reynolds for his 9th Masters, James 
Crunden his 5th Early Parents and JJ Hughes-Dowd for his 
16th Junior win. 
 
We must also congratulate Reuben Litherland for taking 
three Final wins and thank him for taking control of Parc 
Ferme for the first time during the night. 
 
It was also great to have Darryn Mutch back for a short while 
at Race Control. 
 
Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7441 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 744 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Gordon Reynolds  Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Setting Up, Marshalling, RC & PA Luca Whittaker Marshalling 
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA  Jim Dudley  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, Marshalling & PA Chris Bowles Marshalling & PA 
Darryn Mutch Race Control    Barry Johnson Marshalling & PA 
Dan Turnbull Race Control & Marshalling Colin Blake  Marshalling & PA 
James Wardle Marshalling & PA   Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling   
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
James Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 

    

2. Reuben steps into Parc Ferme’s big shoes! 
 

With Simon Goodlip unavailable on Tuesday night and Lewis Blacker arriving later due to college 
commitments Reuben Litherland stepped into some very big shoes and ran Parc Ferme at 
Pukekohe. He stole the show doing an amazing job. Thanks Reuben. 
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3. Darryn Mutch back at Race Control! 
 

It was great to have Darryn Mutch back at Race Control. His son Gabe joined DHORC in 2014 
and while Darryn never raced he always helped out on Race Control. Work commitments changed 
that, however he was on hols this week so helped out for the first hour. Thanks Darryn. 
 

 
Nick Sismey 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 744:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      293 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        45   Angus Smith        33   
Luca Whittaker         29      Reuben Litherland     25   Jim Dudley        22 
Dan Hughes-Dowd   11     JJ Hughes-Dowd       11   Mike Graham         11 
Jimmy Graham         11     Lee Pateman         11 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       293 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       233  



  22025 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  34th Season Tomy - 20256 

 

Page 9      

 
 
 
 



  22025 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  34th Season Tomy - 20256 

 

Page 10      

 
 
 

 
 



  22025 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  34th Season Tomy - 20256 

 

Page 11      

 
 
 



  22025 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  34th Season Tomy - 20256 

 

Page 12      

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Round 25   
 Pukekohe – F1 
30th September 2025 

 

Race Report 
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Colin Blake chatting to Round 25 winner Chris Bowles, who took his 7th victory of the year 
 

 
 

Denis Latham equalled his best ever grid position with 3rd. 
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Reuben did an excellent job at Parc Ferme considering it was his first time. He went on to 
take third after three Final wins setting a new race laps record! 
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Chris Bowles back-to-back wins! 
 
 

‘A’ Final. – Chris Bowles made it back-to-back wins in both 2025 and at the Pukekohe circuit, 
having won the GC Club Night at Jarama a week earlier and the previous GC Club Night at the 
New Zealand track on 01Oct24. This was his 7th win of 2025 in what has been his most successful 
year since turning senior on 04Jan00, although he had a break between 2002 and 2017. He has 
now taken a total of 9 Adult wins from 162 starts to go with the 15 Junior wins from 78, together 
with the 1999 Junior Championship. His 33.6 laps in the ‘A’ equalled the old 3-minutes laps record, 
with the emphasis on “old”.  
 

Preceding the win Chris also took his 4th (2nd) Pole, his first since 07Jan25 at Miami. He shared 
this with Angus Smith who also recorded 63.0 laps to take his 95th (17th) and back-to-back front 
row grid slot. With Chris setting the highest individual number of race laps in Qualy he had first lane 
choice using Red Lane to his advantage to beat Angus by 1.2 laps. 
 

Reuben Litherland took a break from managing Parc Ferme for the first time, which he did 
incredibly well, to have an incredible run in the Finals after a poor Qualy, which he admitted was 
due to too many crashes!. He beat opposition in the ‘D’, ‘C’ and ‘B’ before taking third in the ‘A’, 2.6 
laps behind Angus, resulting in 7.0 very valuable Final points! This beat Lewis Blacker’s 6.5 Final 
point Pukekohe record from 09Apr24 
 

 
 

Denis Latham took his first top three Qualifying grid slot on a 4-lane track on Tuesday night, having 
taken a best of second at our dhorcingham oval in July. We were all watching the remaining 
Qualifiers, after his run, to see if they would beat him but as the last Qualifying race finished there 
was a big cheer in the room as Denis made third! He however couldn’t hold Reuben’s progress 
back as he finished 1.1 laps in arrears in fourth, again his best finish on a 4-lane track. Just 0.11 
seconds covered the four lap times in the ‘A’. 

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 
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Gordon Reynolds, sporting his new DHORC, Polo won his 9th Masters in Pukekohe F1 
 

 
 

James Crunden would win both Early Parents’ Finals at Pukekohe, with son Baxter who 
won both Junior ‘B’ Finals 
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‘B’ Final. – Lee Pateman was in waiting for Reuben as he popped out of the ‘C’ Final. Having set 
his record 294th (5th) fastest lap on Green Lane in Qualy, with his 4.77 second lap, breaking the 
absent Simon Goodlip’s 4.79 from 01Oct24, Lee was in the mood for a fight. However what he 
hadn’t expected was Reuben to set a new race laps track record of 33.8 laps beating Simon’s 33.6 
laps (the old record referred to above) from the same date. This was Reuben’s first most race laps 
in 97 Club Nights, there are bound to be more in the future! Lee was battered and bruised 3.2 laps 
back, with the fourth most race laps of the night and second most outside the ‘A’. Reuben was also 
0.03 seconds faster than him. 
 
Nick Sismey wasn’t in the same time zone as these two, taking sixth with Lewis seeing his Final 
Challenge points lead evaporating, 1.3 laps behind Nick in seventh. 

 
‘C’ Final. – Stuart Gray continues to produce some great performances with eighth from top spot 
in the ‘C’, only the flawless Reuben knocking him off his seventh placed grid slot, 1.8 laps the 
deficit, but Stuart only lapping 0.06 seconds slower! Both the returning Dan Turnbull and Jim 
Dudley, running his very pink F1, finished on 25.9 laps with the nod going to Dan in ninth, Jim 
tenth. This was Jim’s 20th Club Night, and he became the 98th Adult Member to reach this goal!  
 
‘D’ Final. – Barry Johnson, in his first race since dhorcingham in July, was one of the first to take 
Reuben on in the Finals but Reuben was already hitting sub five second laps in his third F1 race 
of the night taking out a 4.2 lap lead at the flag! Behind Barry in 12th was James Wardle, Barry’s 
two tenths of a second per lap quicker lap time giving him a 3.2 lap cushion. Gordon Reynolds, 
having fought his way out of the ‘E’ found Yellow Lane tricky taking 13th. He became our 99th Adult 
Member to reach 20 Club Night starts! 
 
‘E’ Final. – Colin Blake lapped quicker than Gordon but lost out by a mere 0.3 laps as the ‘E’ Final 
came to a close, finishing in 14th. 
 
Early Parents’ ‘F’ Final. – James Crunden took Pole for the Early Final and converted that into 
his fifth win of the year, with Dan Hughes-Dowd beating second on the grid Andrew Woodhouse 
to second, 3.1 laps behind James. Mike Graham also beat friend and Championship leader 
Andrew to third, 1.9 laps behind Dan and 1.1 laps ahead of Mr Woodhouse who took his second 
Wooden Spoon of the year in 18th overall. 
 
 
 
 
 

Gordon leads the way with 9th win! 
 

Gordon continues to lead the way with wins, with his ninth of the year, ahead of Championship 
leader Angus, Stuart and Barry in joint second. Nick took fifth with Jim sixth. 
 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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JJ Hughes-Dowd was one victory away from his second Junior Championship after his F1 
win. Dad, Dan took 16th in the Adults. 
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JJ one win away from 2nd Championship 
 

‘A’ Final. – JJ Hughes-Dowd made the most of older brother JT Hughes-Dowd, second in the 
Championship and the only one able to prevent him from taking his second title, being away, by 
dominating proceedings at the Pukekohe F1 Club Night. His fifth straight Pole took him to his 18th 
front grid slot of the year and 49th of his career, while he equalled Adam Hall’s all time win record 
with his 49th (16th), also his fifth in a row. His fifth straight fastest lap was also a record lap time, 
4.92 beating his own 5.10 second lap set on 09Apr24. He now moves into fourth in the all-time 
fastest lap charts. The same goes for best race laps with his 46th (17th) and fourth in a row. 
 

JJ’s maximum 50 point’s haul all but guarantees him his second straight Junior Championship after 
the later GC Club Night. His winning margin over second on the grid and second at the flag, Jimmy 
Graham was 1.5 laps, with Jenson Woodhouse also mirroring his grid slot finishing third, another 
2.8 laps back. The grid to finishing position match up continued with Baxter Crunden winning 
through from the ‘B’ to take fourth. 
 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Luca Whittaker fought hard in the ‘B’ but couldn’t match his older rival taking fifth. 
 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Jimmy Graham and Jenson Woodhouse preparing for their podium finishes 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Junior ‘B’ – Winner Baxter and Luca Whittaker (5th) 
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Junior ‘A’ – Record equalling winner JJ, Jimmy (2nd), Baxter (4th) and Jenson (3rd) 
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Early Parents’ ‘F’ – Mike Graham (17th), Dan (16th), Andrew Woodhouse (18th) & winner 
James (15th)  
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Adult ‘E’ – Colin (14th) and winner Gordon 
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Adult ‘D’ – Gordon (13th), Barry Johnson (11th), winner Reuben and James Wardle (12th) 
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Adult ‘C’ – Winner x2 Reuben, Jim Dudley (10th), Stuart Gray (8th) and Daniel Turnbull (9th) 
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Adult ‘B’ – Lewis Blacker (7th), winner x3 Reuben, Lee Pateman (5th) and Nick Sismey (6th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Reuben (3rd), Denis (4th), winner Chris and Angus Smith (2nd) 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf
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