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Front Cover: Daniel Turnbull in control of the evening!  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2025 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
Two Champions crowned! Congratulations to Angus 

Smith for taking a record equalling fifth Adult Championship 
and to JJ Hughes-Dowd for taking a record equalling 
second Junior Championship. Both took their titles in style 
with race wins! 
 
Congratulations also to Barry Johnson for taking the 
Masters and James Crunden for back-to-back Early Parents 
wins. 
 
We have a very busy month of October ahead of us, mainly 
with the Carrera Digital side of the Club. However Phil Rees 
and I will be working on the Bulldog Ring corporate track as 
well as an interesting twist to the next track on our HO 
Calendar, Donington Park. Watch this space. 
 
Oh and we well might have a new racer from Rotherham at  
the Donington Park evening. Let’s hope that comes to 
fruition. 
 
See you all on 21Oct25. 
 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7451 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 745 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Gordon Reynolds  Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Setting Up, Marshalling, RC & PA Luca Whittaker Marshalling   
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA  Jim Dudley  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, Marshalling & PA Chris Bowles Marshalling & PA 
Darryn Mutch Race Control    Barry Johnson Marshalling & PA 
Dan Turnbull Race Control & Marshalling Colin Blake  Marshalling & PA 
James Wardle Marshalling & PA   Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling   
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
James Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 

    

2. Angus & JJ take 5th & 2nd Championships! 
 

Congratulations to Angus Smith for taking the Adult 2025 DHORC HO Championship last night at 
Pukekohe. He joins an illustrious group of three other Members, Martin Chadwick, Simon 
Goodlip and Lee Pateman who have all won 5 Adult Championship. 
 
Congratulations also to JJ Hughes-Dowd for taking back-to-back Junior Championships. He 
becomes the 11th Junior to take two Championships. With one year to go as a Junior can he 
become the first to take the triple crown in 2026? 
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Angus joined DHORC at our very first Club Night on 07Jul92 and won DHORC 745 last night. He 
had a break from the club between 1996 and 2017 but came back in force. In his 238 Club Nights 
he has taken 96 (4th most) Poles, 80 (5th) wins, 91 (2nd) fastest laps and 97 (2nd) most race laps. 
 

JJ joined DHORC on the 18Oct22 running in 91 Club Nights to date. In that time he has 50 (3 rd  
most) Poles, a record breaking 50 wins, 44 (4th) fastest laps and 47 (4th) best race laps. 
 

3. JJ beats 10-year-old Junior win record! 
 

Congratulations again to JJ Hughes-Dowd for beating the original Junior win record of 49 victories 
held by Adam Hall back in 2015, by becoming the first Junior to take 50 wins at Pukekohe. 
 

 
Nick Sismey 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 745:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      294 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        46   Angus Smith        34   
Luca Whittaker         30      Reuben Litherland     26   Jim Dudley        23 
Dan Hughes-Dowd   12     JJ Hughes-Dowd       12   Mike Graham         12 
Jimmy Graham         12     Lee Pateman         12   Stuart Gray         10 
Gordon Reynolds     10      James Wardle         10   Andrew Woodhouse  10 
Jenson Woodhouse 10 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       294 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       233  
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Round 26   
 Pukekohe – GC 
30th September 2025 

 

Race Report 
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Two Champions on one night, Angus Smith and JJ Hughes-Dowd, with dad Dan 
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Lee Pateman took his 294th fastest lap in F1 and finished 2nd here in GC  
while Barry Johnson won the GC ‘D’ Final closing out the top ten.  
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Angus takes 5th Championship with 80th win 
 
 

‘A’ Final. – Angus Smith joined Martin Chadwick together with current Members Lee Pateman 
and Simon Goodlip on five Adult Championship victories with his 80th Club Night win in the GC 
Pukekohe race. His 12th win of the year meant he could no longer be beaten to the 2025 title with 
a maximum of eight Club Nights remaining. Before the start of the ‘A’ Final he recorded his third 
straight Pole, notching up his 18th of the year and 96th of his career. During Qualy he equalled his 
own race laps record on Blue Lane, of 45.6 laps, set at the 09Apr25 meeting. Interestingly both F1 
& GC Adult ‘A’ Final winners on Tuesday equalled the existing laps record on their way to victory! 
 

Thanks to the fastest lap and most race laps in Qualifying Angus went home with his eighth perfect 
50 points haul of the year. These were also the fastest and most laps of the night, so he recorded 
his 91st (12th) and 97th (14th) respectively. In his 3,500th three-minute race Lee was Angus’ biggest 
worry. Lapping just 0.05 seconds slower he only lost out on the win by 0.5 laps with Reuben 
Litherland winning his fourth Final of the night, the ‘B’, to take back-to-back thirds after his back-
to-back seconds last week! F1 Club Night winner Chris Bowles set the fastest lap in the Finals but 
stepped down with car problems losing out to Reuben by a lap. The latter now moves into top spot 
in the Final Challenge after amassing 10.0 Final points in New Zealand having just run in his 250th 
Club Night across both the Juniors (152 in 1st =) and the Adults (98 in 39th =) since 21May13 at 
Albacete. 

 

 

 ADULT REPORT GC Finals GC Finals 
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James Wardle had a terrific win in the ‘E’ Final battling throughout with Gordon Reynolds, 
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‘B’ Final. – Lewis Blacker, who lead the Final Challenge by 7.5 points going into the two Pukekohe 
Club Nights, only added 1.5 points here for coming second to Reuben plus the 0.5 points from the 
F1 Final. Therefore his healthy lead now sits as a 0.5 point deficit. He was 3.6 laps behind Reuben 
in fifth but 3.0 laps ahead of Nick Sismey as they swapped places re their grid slots, Nick taking 
back-to-back sixth place finishes.  
 
Denis Latham jumped up six places from Qualifying to finish in seventh after the ‘C’ Final win 
closing out an excellent evening for him! 

 
‘C’ Final. – Dan Turnbull also reached his 250th (12th all-time) Club Night in the GC race, although 
all of his have been in the Adults, since 07Nov13 at Le Mans. Losing out to Denis by 1.6 laps he 
maintained his eighth place grid slot beating the ever improving Stuart Gray by just 0.3 laps. Tenth 
went to the returning Barry Johnson after his ‘D’ Final win. He was in the same ballpark as Dan 
and Stuart on 29 laps to their 30. Having qualified with the same laps as Denis, the latter recorded 
more race laps than Barry and therefore started his Final campaign on the ‘C, which he won, Barry 
started from the ‘D’ which he won! 

 
‘D’ Final. – Jim Dudley was again in the pink with 11th, even though it was a place lower than 
where he finished in F1. Only Barry beat him in the ‘D’ and only by a tenth, after he lost out in the 
F1 ‘C’ Final by less than a tenth. Some close racing there Jim! A further 1.4 laps back was Colin 
Blake who kept ‘E’ Final winner James Wardle at bay by 2.5 laps. 
 
‘E’ Final. – Gordon Reynolds, the Masters’ winner in F1, had an incredible race with James here, 
both lapping at exactly the same speed, James eking out a 1.3 lap lead at the flag. 
 
 

Early Parents’ ‘F’ Final. – James Crunden again took the Early Parents’ Final win (15th) but this 
time it was Mike Graham in second (16th) 2.3 laps further back. While James improved his overall 
Qualifying from 11th in F1 to 9th here it wasn’t good enough for Pole as that went to Dan Hughes-
Dowd in seventh. However he took third (17th) here another 2.5 laps while Championship leader 
Andrew Woodhouse left with two Wooden Spoons for the first time in aeons in fourth (18th) 1.2 
laps behind Dan. Mike closed the gap to Andrew in the Championship from 8.5 to 6.0 points over 
the two Pukekohe Club Nights with Dan scoring the same points as Mike, remaining 3.0 points 
back in third. 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry bags a win! 
 

Barry took the second Masters win of the night from Angus, with F1 winner Gordon sharing third 
with Jim. Nick and Stuart were in joint fifth. Angus continues to lead the Championship, but now 
from Gordon rather than Nick who drops down to third. Angus’ lead is 8.5 points with Gordon 0.5 
points ahead of Nick. 
 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Stuart Gray and Jim Dudley, our most senior racers, are showing many of the youngsters 
the way! 
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JJ takes back-to-back Championships with record 50th win! 
 

‘A’ Final. – JJ Hughes-Dowd became the first Junior to record 50 Club Night wins at the second 
Pukekohe race of the night, from 91 starts, his 19th victory of this campaign, and sixth straight. 
However, while he again took home a maximum 50 points haul which gave him back-to-back 
Championships, there was a chink in his armour during the GC Club Night! JJ’s 50th (19th) Pole 
was his sixth in a row with his 73.4 laps beating the absent older brother JT Hughes-Dowd’s 
Qualifying record of 68.0 laps set on 01Oct24. JJ also set his 47th (18th) most race laps with his 
sixth in a row and again beat a JT track record, set on the same date, 37.2 laps to 36.2.  
 

The chink in the armour came from Baxter Crunden who not only notched up his third fastest lap 
from only 17 starts amongst fierce opposition he even had the audacity to take a track record off 
JJ! On 09Apr24 JJ lapped in 4.35 seconds, here Baxter ran a 4.17 second lap in winning the ‘B’ 
Final! That would have been good enough for sixth in the Adults! He wouldn’t fair quite so well in 
the ‘A’ however finishing some laps off in fourth, but the potential for win number two isn’t far away! 
 

Between JJ and Baxter came Jenson Woodhouse in second, 3.9 laps back and Luca Whittaker, 
in his 100th race, 4.7 laps further back in third.  
 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Jimmy Graham lost out to double Pukekohe ‘B’ Final winner Baxter this time, lapping 
within the same second but struggling to match Baxter on lap numbers.  

 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Lewis Blacker had to concede the lead in the Final Challenge to Reuben Litherland. 
 

 
 

Baxter Crunden won both F1 and GC ‘B’ Finals 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Junior ‘B’ – Winner Baxter and Jimmy Graham (5th) 
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Junior ‘A’ – Baxter (4th), winner and Champion JJ, Luca Whittaker (3rd) 
 and Jenson Woodhouse (2nd) 
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Adult Early Parents’ ‘F’ – Dan (17th), Mike Graham (16th), Andrew Woodhouse (18th) and 
winner James Crunden (15th) 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Adult ‘E’ – Winner James and Gordon Reynolds (14th) 
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Adult ‘D’ – James (13th), Jim (11th), winner Barry and Colin Blake (12th)  
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Adult ‘C’ – Barry (10th), winner Denis Latham, Stuart (9th) and Dan Turbull (8th) 
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Adult ‘B’ – Denis (7th), Lewis (5th), winner Reuben Litherland and Nick Sismey (6th) 
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Adult ‘A’- Reuben (3rd), Lee (2nd), Chris Bowles (4th), winner & Champion Angus Smith 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Donington Park 
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Donington Park claims a sizeable portion of Britain's motor racing heritage, being the country's 

first true road circuit to be built and the oldest still in current usage. From the classic Grands Prix 
of the 1930s through to the modern era, the East Midlands venue has posed a popular challenge 
for riders and drivers. 
 
Rescued from dereliction by the late Tom Wheatcroft in the 1970s, the circuit has undergone a 
relatively turbulent few years since its failed bid to capture Formula One by leaseholders, only to 
re-emerge under the family's ownership.  Now the circuit has a bright future having been leased to 
Jonathan Palmer's MotorSport Vision concern. 
 
The circuit now boasts a strong race calendar, with yearly visits of the World Superbikes, British 
Superbikes, BTCC and British GT/F3, alongside a historic festival, national racing and off-track 
events, including the Download music festival. 
 
Our track is a combination of the current track and the original pre-war track where the cars go 
much further down the Melbourne loop as shown below. It may be extended further depending on 
how much room we have. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf
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	Angus takes 5th Championship with 80th win
	Barry bags a win!
	JJ takes back-to-back Championships with record 50th win!
	Points!

