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Our fourth Carrera Digital year concluded with some 

great racing on the Luanda Roval and Oval. Thank you so 
much to the 29 racers who helped close out the 2025 season 
in style and thank you to the 47 racers who ran in our 69 Club 
Nights throughout the year. We added 16 new Carrera Digital 
Members during the year which is quite extraordinary.  
 

Having run HO for 30 years it was a real gamble to take on 
and invest in Carrera Digital in 2022, a gamble we are so 
pleased we took. Two years later we gambled again to move 
from our home for 32 years, Rolls-Royce, to Great Northern 
Classics and again it paid off. DHORC has grown and grown 
over the last 12-months across both CD and HO, including 
surpassing 65,000 followers on Facebook.  It is a privilege to 
be part of such an amazing club, thanks to all for your 
continued support. 
 

Congratulations to Reuben Litherland and Steve White for a 
joint Roval win and thank you to Victor de Oliveira for running 
out of fuel on the last lap of the Oval gifting me the win! 
Congratulations also to our Group winners, Lewis Blacker, 
Dan Hughes-Dowd, Stuart Gray, Daniel Kalyan, Jag 
Kalyan, Lee Pateman, Phil Rees and Martin Thorpe. 
 

There are 42 days between our last race in 2025 and our first 
test on 13Jan26. Have a fantastic festive season and see you 
in 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
Nick Sismey 
Edwards,  
 
 

 
 

 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  
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News & Views…………...…………..…….…057.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 208 to 209 
 

Phil Rees  SU, RC & Everything Else  José Borges Marshalling & PA 
Steve Whittaker Setting Up & Marshalling  Ted Whittaker Marshalling 
Liam Smith  Setting Up, Results, Marsh & PA Terry Mullen  Marshalling & PA 
Stuart Gray Spares, Marshalling & PA   Tom Gray  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & PA  Steve White  Marshalling & PA 
Cameron Hawes Marshalling & PA   Martin Thorpe Marshalling & PA  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering, Marsh & PA  Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA  
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling, RC & PA  Reuben Litherland Marshalling & PA 
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling, Tyres & PA  Richard Booth Marshalling & PA 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Dave Trantom Marshalling & PA   Gabriel Ng  Marshalling & PA 
Andrew Staniec Marshalling    Colin Blake   Marshalling & PA 
Laura Edwards Marshalling    Dave Edwards Marshalling 
 

2. Race Group organisation for 2026 
 

Before we move onto the facts for 2025 I think we should just agree on how we should take the 
club forward into 2026. With apologies, I honestly thought we would lose more racers going into 
2026, however I’m delighted to say we didn’t, and we therefore have more racers than we could 
possibly expect with an estimated 38 Tuesday racers plus three weekend racers. 
 

There are three ways we can therefore run Club Nights in 2026, based on the time taken shown in 
the chart below. We can discuss further at the first Test Night on 13Jan26. Please don’t discuss on 
the WhatsApp Group otherwise it will get out of hand. Thanks. 
 

1. Run 36 racers in 6-Groups with everyone running 2 x 15 minute Endurance Races. This would 
mean we forfeit 1 x 5 Sprint Race however it would be rare for anyone to have to Stand Down. 
If there were only 30 of us on a night then we would reinstate the 5-minute Sprint Race. 

2. Run 30 racers in 5-Groups with everyone running  2 x 15 minute Endurance Races and 1 x 5 
minute Sprint Races but if there is ONE space then two of the Stand Down racers will get 1 x 
15 minute Endurance Race and 1 x 5 minute Sprint Race. This will again help the Stand Down 
racers. 

3. Run it as we have this year, with 8 rather than 6 Standing Down, and as a space opens up the 
first Stand Down racer gets all three races as normal and see how it goes. 

 
 

We have also closed Carrera Digital Membership for now and won’t add any new Members until 
the Tuesday numbers, and I hope they don’t, drop to 35 racers. 
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3. How did we do in 2025? 
 
 

Thank you all for your amazing support in 2025, a year that broke all of the Carrera Digital records. 
We had 69 Club Nights, beating the previous record of 63 in 2024. Average attendance was up 
from 24 to a record 26 which is quite exceptional for any slot car club! Turn up percentage was 
down to its lowest at 64.94% but that was because we had some of our record 47 members (of 
which 16 were new) who didn’t last the whole journey so if they weren’t attending that impacts on 
the percentage. Laps and miles covered were also records, over double what we saw in our first 
year, 2022.  
 

We ran on 14 different circuits with eight new ones, Bathurst being our third track with topography. 
Our other two 3D tracks, Road America and Road Atlanta are back in 2026. 
 

 
 

Victor de Oliveira took home two Championships, the main together with the Sprint Race, while 
Phil Rees topped the charts in four, the NASCAR Cup, Group Challenge, Team Group Challenge 
with Reuben Litherland and the Weekend Group Challenge.  
 

Andrew Staniec came in strong at the end of the year to snatch the 70+ Group Challenge while 
Tom Gray won Round 13, the Jono Johnson Memorial Trophy. Finally Richard Booth and Nick 
Sismey made it to the top step in the Weekend Team Group Challenge. 
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4. RR employees MC Corporate event – 04Dec25 
 

With thanks to Dan Hughes-Dowd, Phil Rees, Gordon Reynolds, Nick Sismey and Dan 
Turnbull we ran our 4-lane Bulldog Ring Tomy AFX track and Bulldog Lexan cars for a Rolls-
Royce Motor Club Christmas Party. We had 27 racers on track with Matt Chapman taking the win 
from Robert Thorpe and Neil Bennet. 
 

 

 
 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 10      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 11      

 

 
 

2nd     1st           3rd  
Robert Thorpe   Matt Chapman   Neil Bennet. 
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5. Facebook Followers hit 65,000! 
 

We just keep growing, with 65,000 Followers now as of 11Dec25. 
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6. Great Northern Classics’ Christmas Party-05Dec25 
 

With thanks to Reuben Litherland, Nick Sismey and Kev Spink we also supported Great 
Northern Classics’ Christmas Party on 05Dec25. 
 

 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 18      

 
 
 



  22025 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 34th Season - 20256 

 

Page 19      

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Luanda Roval 
 

                             
 

2nd December 2025 

Race Report 

Round 68  
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A very pleased Reuben Litherland won his penultimate Club Night as a Carrera Digital 
Member. While Reuben is concentrating on HO next year Colin Blake has bought his 

winning car and Controller as he will run in both classes in 2026. 
 

 
 

Steve White matched Reuben to take our sixth joint win. 
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Phil Rees was king of Race Control again and only lost out on the race win by a tenth, 
winning Group B 
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Good to have Dave and Laura Edwards back racing (and marshalling) with us at Luanda 
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Martin Thorpe took the Group C win finishing just outside the podium in 4th  
 

 
 

Lewis Blacker helped out with Race Control when Phil was racing taking the Group E win 
and 12th overall. 
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     Reuben & Steve take home the spoils 
 
 

Reuben Litherland and Steve White became our sixth pairing to take a joint Carrera Digital victory 
on Tuesday night on our longest circuit of the year, our 196’ Luanda Roval, both on 55.2 laps. And 
we so nearly had our first three way tie with Phil Rees but a tenth behind on 55.1. Had Steve not 
been carrying a one lap penalty for a previous win he would have taken the soul win however rules 
are rules and it was nice to see Reuben take victory in his penultimate 1/32nd Club Night as he 
concentrates on HO in 2026.  
 

We almost had a maximum grid of 30 racers however, unfortunately, Luke Hobson got caught in 
traffic travelling up from his new job at the Williams F1 team so was unable to attend. That still left 
29 to fight it out on the Roval and Oval. With the track having been built Saturday evening, after 
the Bathurst weekend, we were a little worried that the cold nights may have affected it and so 
when the first Group race began and cars were going slow and stopping our fears were realised! 
After about ten minutes of faffing we then decided to run another Group to see if it really was the 
track. Thankfully they ran perfectly and for the rest of the night we didn’t miss a beat. Whether it 
was some of the cars causing problems in the first Group we are not sure, but when they raced 
later there were no problems; odd!  
 

It was Reuben’s second career victory, both this year, with Steve reaching 19 and nine for the 
year. Interestingly, while Victor de Oliveira smashed Dean Garbett’s fastest lap record by over a 
second, down from 13.118 secs to 12.021 the race laps recorded by Reuben and Steve were 4.5 
laps off Dean’s record from last year, leaving them eighth in the all-time lap scores! This was 
Victor’s fourth straight fastest lap, hitting a total of 70 with 41 for the year, both records! With 
Reuben and Phil winning their respective Groups from sixth on the grid they both took home the 
maximum 11 Group points, beating Dean’s record of ten from 2024. While they had already won 
the Team Group Challenge and Phil the Group Challenge after Bathurst, had there still been any 
challengers this would have put them to bed! 
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Simon Goodlip did a great job at Parc Ferme in Angus’ absence, here booking in Steve 
and Ted Whittaker’s cars 

 

 
 

Dave Trantom, Cameron Hawes and Andrew Staniec waiting for racing to start. 
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The top four places were filled with Group winners as Martin Thorpe was nine tenths behind Phil 
as he took the C, his 25th and final Group win of the year. Tom Gray returned after missing the 
Bathurst weekend to take fifth on 53.9 laps, three tenths behind Martin with Tom leading a pack of 
five racers covered by two tenths and eight covered by 0.6 laps. A tenth behind Tom were Simon 
Goodlip, Nick Sismey and Jenson Woodhouse all on 53.8 laps, all in sixth. Simon had taken a 
record 69th Pole with his 21st of the year. Lee Pateman followed these three a tenth further back 
in ninth. 
 

Tenth place belonged to Liam Smith who had kindly helped to build Luanda on Saturday night 
with Nick, Phil and Steve Whittaker, with Liam two tenths behind Lee and then Steve a tenth 
behind Liam in 11th. Lewis Blacker was the Group E winner, in 12th, another tenth back. As 
mentioned above eight finishers within 0.6 laps! Victor would have made it nine racers within seven 
tenths had he not been carrying a one lap penalty from Bathurst, finishing 1.1 laps back in 13th. 
 

 
 

Two tenths of a lap covered the next three with first time winner, at Bathurst, Ted Whittaker in 14th 
on 51.6 laps, running in Group A for the first time, leading home Jag Kalyan and Colin Blake, in 
only his fourth Club Night, on 51.5 and 51.4 laps respectively. Stuart Gray returned after missing 
our flyaway race in Australia to take 17th on 50.8 while Dan Hughes-Dowd was our final Group 
winner taking the D in 18th which he shared with Andrew Woodhouse on 50.4 laps. With Dan 
starting at the back of the D grid he also took 11 points for the win, joining Phil and Reuben atop 
the most Group points chart at the Luanda Roval. Gabriel Ng, one of our weekend racers, was 
able to make Luanda after his great showing the previous weekend in the southern hemisphere. 
He was the fourth racer to finish on 50 laps just cracking the first tenth of the 51st lap. 
 

Our 21st finisher was the new 70+ Group Challenge Champion Andrew Staniec who beat the 
Weekend Team Group Champion Richard Booth by 0.2 laps with José Borges startling the field 
in 23rd by setting the second fastest lap of the race, just 0.050 seconds slower than Victor, beating 
his previous best of fifth at Bathurst. Terry Mullen set the 11th quickest time finishing in 24th while 
it was great to have Dave Edwards and Laura Edwards back for the first time since Watkins Glen 
on 04Nov25 and for Laura Catalunya on 29Jul25, with Dave pipping his lady wife by 0.4 laps to 
take 25th. 
 

Dave Trantom and Cameron Hawes were both starting their third evening of Carrera Digital 
racing, this one going the way of Dave by 0.2 laps in 27th while Daniel Kalyan and his superb KFC 
liveried Audi R8 was, unusually, at the foot of the table on 29th. 
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Gabriel Ng was able to attend despite normally just running at the weekends 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Group A – Reuben, Ted, Simon, Victor de Oliveira, Nick Sismey & Steve 
 

 
 

Group B – Phil, Jenson Woodhouse, Steve, Colin, Tom Gray & Lee Pateman 
 

 
 

Group C – Cameron, José Borges, Stuart Gray, Liam Smith, Terry Mullen & Martin 
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Group ‘D’ – Dan Hughes-Dowd (sat down), Andrew, Dave, Richard Booth, Daniel Kalyan  
& Gabriel 

 
 

 
 

Group ‘E’ – Laura, Dave, Jag Kalyan, Andrew Woodhouse & Lewis Blacker.  
Dan (again sat down) won Group D 
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