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         Front Cover: Max Blake and Jacarepagua 

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2025 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
Our 1st year at Great Northern Classics has been 

simply amazing with a record 67 Members across both HO 
and Carrera Digital. We have raced 124,636.1 laps across 
both scales and 4,088 miles! To be able to run tracks both in 
the Conference Room and up on the Mezzanine amongst 
some fantastic cars and bikes has been incredible. While we 
loved racing at the Rolls-Royce Welfare for 33 years our 34th 
year has been so special. 
 

Thank you so much to all of you for supporting DHORC this 
year, with setting up, running the Club Nights, marshalling, 
packing away as well as helping out with our 15 Corporate 
Events. It is the latter that ensures the club continues in the 
way it does. We also have to thank our new sponsors, UK 
Car Events, CSL, Woodland Auto Centre, Workshop 
Tools and Montrose Crystal together with SmartRace in 
Carrera Digital. 
 

Welcome to our three new racers for 2025, at Jacarepagua, 
the returning Matt Blood with friend Mike Gretton and Junior 
Charlie Youart, which meant we had 14 new HO racers in 
2025 and 23 across both classes. New Members accounted 
for over a third of our Membership in 2025 which is a 
testament to how much new folk have enjoyed the club. 
 

Congratulations to all of our winners on Tuesday and our new 
Champions as covered later in the magazine, which is in two 
parts. All that is there 
is left to say is wishing 
you all………………….. 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7511 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 751 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Gordon Reynolds  Marshalling & PA 
Steve Whittaker Setting Up & Marshalling  Luca Whittaker Marshalling   
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Charlie Youart Marshalling 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, Marshalling & PA Chris Bowles Marshalling & PA 
Simon Goodlip Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Colin Blake Marshalling & Packing Away Max Blake  Marshalling 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marsh & PA  Angus Smith Marshalling & PA 
Dan Turnbull Race Control, Marshalling & PA Luke Hobson Marshalling 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling 
Jim Dudley  Marshalling & Packing Away James Wardle Marshalling & PA 
Matt Blood  Marshalling    Mike Gretton Marshalling 
Lee Pateman Marshalling & Packing Away 

    

2. Max Blake returns to take his 1st Junior win! 
 

Having missed the last 15 Club Nights Max Blake returned to the oche for the first time since 
Round 16 at the Red Bull Ring on 15Jul25 and promptly took his first career Junior win in his 14th 
start! He did it the hard way by first having to win the ‘B’ Final before taking his first ‘A’ Final win. 
Congratulations Max. 
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3. New and returning Members! 
 
Matt Blood (right) returned to DHORC for the first time since 05Feb13 after racing with us in nine 
Club Nights. He encouraged friend Mike Gretton to come along too. They both ran as Members 
at Jacarepagua and we are delighted that they have both signed up for the 2026 season. Welcome 
back Matt and welcome Mike. 

 

 
 

Having raced in five previous Club Nights as a Non-Member Charlie Youart, son of Andrew 
Woodhouse’s partner, ran as a Member for the first time at Jacarepagua. Welcome Charlie. 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 751:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      300 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        52   Luca Whittaker        26 
Reuben Litherland   32        Dan Hughes-Dowd    18   JJ Hughes-Dowd      18   
Gordon Reynolds    16        Andrew Woodhouse 16   Jenson Woodhouse  16 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       300 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       237  
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4. Special guest - Stan Martindale Padley 
 

Stan Martindale Padley contacted us about visiting DHORC through Messenger. We were 
therefore very pleased when he was able to join us on Tuesday night with carer Rachel. He had a 
few laps of the track with both types of cars before the evening began and will hopefully be back 
for more practice in 2026. 
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5. Congratulations to our new Champions 
 

Four Championships went right down to the wire to Round 32. Lewis Blacker took the Adult Final 
Challenge for the second time, JJ Hughes-Dowd the Juniors for the third, while Dan Hughes-
Dowd’s win in the final Early Parents’ race of the year saw him match Andrew Woodhouse on 
44.5 points with both taking eight wins this year making them joint Champions! A second win for 
Andrew and first for Dan. Angus Smith took the Masters for the third time. Congratulations all. 
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6. Bulldog Club Chassis sell like hot cakes 
 

We ordered 15 Bulldog SRT (renamed Bulldog Club) chassis off Barry Johnson at Slot Cars Direct 
this week and all 15 were sold on Tuesday night at Jacarepagua. The Bulldog Club Chassis is 
being introduced to the GC class next year to run alongside the Viper. 
 

With the cost of the Viper going up and us struggling with availability we had to introduce the 
Bulldog to ensure the GC class continues at a fair price. During the Test Night earlier this year only 
one Member went quicker with the Viper than the Bulldog therefore it is certainly a very comparable 
chassis. We are all looking forward to seeing how it goes in 2026. 
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7. How did we do in 2025? 
 

What a year it has been for our first full season at Great Northern Classics! While no new records 
have been set in HO we did break the overall Membership (across HO and CD), set purely by HO 
in 2015 of 66, with 67 this year. Of those 67, 45 raced in HO (some racing in both HO and CD) 
which is the best since 2018. Having 14 new Members in HO was incredible with only four other 
seasons beating this. We again had a fantastic turn out averaging 26 racers to each Club Night, 
as we did with CD. That is an amazing average for any slot car club. Percentage attendance was 
down to 64.86% but still very high, being affected every time anyone couldn’t attend. 
 

The 32 Club Nights this year was only beaten by the 35 last year.  
 

 
 

Originally when we first ran DHORC Tomy were very kind to us and used to provide free cars for 
all racers who attended at least 75% of our races. That changed to a £5 voucher from DHORC 
when Tomy pulled out of the slot car market. While we agreed not to give money rewards anymore 
we still refer to it as £5 voucher. This year 13 Member attained this. Thanks all for your support. 
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8. Hall of Fame 
 

Here are the update Championship winners since 1992. 
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9. Rules & Regulations 2026 
 

The 2026 Rules & Regulations Booklet will be put together over the festive period ready for the 
start of our 35th season. 
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 10.Beanie Hats 
 

DHORC Beanie hats was an original idea by Dan Hughes-Dowd and then Steve Whittaker 
recently ordered two when we were at Fitzmark Workwear at Eastwood, one for Ted and one for 
Luca. They look great, well at least the one on my wife Suzy does! Please let me know if you would 
like one, we have already had five orders. 

 

 
 

Nick Sismey 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2025.pdf
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