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Sonoma Raceway 
 

                             
 

20th January 2026 

Race Report 

Round 01  
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Two time Carrera Digital Champion Simon Goodlip helped out at Parc Ferme and with the 

Results Service but still had time to take the first win of the year. 
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Dave Edwards equalled his best finish with fourth in Round 1 
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       Double Champion takes first blood! 
 
 

Simon Goodlip, our only double (‘23/’24) Carrera Digital Champion, and his Audi R8, took first 
blood in California with his 46th career win to match ’22 Champion Angus Smith in the all-time 
charts in second place. This followed a club record 71st Pole position making it three in a row after 
his two Pole’s at Luanda. Both his 73.8 laps and 9.134 second Qualifying time were track records 
on our new 136’3” Sonoma Raceway. Simon also took his 58th fastest lap giving him a maximum 
45 points in Round 1. 
 

We had a capacity 30 car grid for our first two 15-minute Endurance Race of the year, with four 
racers waiting in the wings to run in our 5-minute Sprint Race later in the Evening. While Simon 
was still celebrating, the following evening, Steve White had to be consoled as we had forgotten 
he was carrying a one lap penalty from his win on the Luanda Roval! Therefore instead of being 
second on the grid, just a tenth behind Simon (having run out of fuel on the last lap!) he and his 
Porsche 911 dropped to fifth 1.1 laps back! This of course moved Group B winner Steve Whittaker 
with a similar Porsche 911 up a place to a PB equalling second, half a lap behind our winner. He 
also set the third fastest lap beating his fifth at Mexico City on 26Oct25. Second in the B with his 
BMW was Tom Gray, moving up to third, also on 73.0 laps, but just starting his 74th.  
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Dave Edwards and his McLaren made it three Group winners in the top four, taking the D, and 
also equalling his best finish, just two tenths behind Tom, with the unconsolable Steve a tenth 
behind him. Angus, running a pink Audi rather than his usual orange McLaren, was 1.3 laps behind 
Steve in sixth while fellow 2 Fast 2 Furious teammate Lewis Blacker’s Ferrari was but a tenth 
further back. Andrew Woodhouse, with the second Ferrari home, took the Group E win, 1.3 laps 
back, in eighth, showing the depth of racing skill throughout the grid.  
 

The first Lamborghini to see the checkered flag was in the hands of Dan Hughes-Dowd, taking 
ninth on 69.2 laps. A great start for his new Team Joy Riders, teamed up with his returning son JJ 
Hughes-Dowd. Dan also set the fifth fastest lap of the race. James Wardle and his Porsche 911 
hit the top ten for the very first time in his 12th start on 67.5 laps ,1.7 behind Dan, beating his 17th 
on 29Nov25 at Bathurst. This meant we had two from Group E, three from D, two from B and three 
from Group A in the top ten! Where was Group C? 

 

 
 

James Wardle swapping his car’s braids took a PB 10th in Round 1, while Nick Jarram was 
very consistent with a 13th, 14th & 12th including a Group E win in Round 3. 
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Lee Pateman’s Audi R8 joined James on 67 laps just passing the third tenth taking fourth in the 
A while the Porsche 911 of Anthony Mitro took fourth in the D, 0.9 laps behind Lee, in 12th. He 
set the ninth fastest lap which was one place better than his tenth at Sakhir on 08Jul25. Nick 
Jarram’s McLaren took seventh on the grid, a five place improvement from 12th at Suzuka on 
24Oct25. He would lose out to the tune of 2.4 laps to Anthony, lapping nearly 1.5 seconds slower, 
which did mean however he must have been more consistent.  
 

JJ is back! Our three time winner has returned full time in 2026 having only run at Mexico City in 
2025. He and his Audi R8 would take fifth place in Group A beating, third in Group B, Chris 
Cooper’s McLaren into 14th by six tenths of a lap, both on their 64th lap. Before closing out the first 
half of the 30 strong grid Chris took an impressive third on the grid beating his fourth some 193 
Club Nights ago on 16Aug22 at Daytona! 
 

 
 

Liam Smith was again instrumental in recording the tenths after each race and helping out with 
the results. In between this he posted a 16th place finish but also became the first Group C racer 
across the line to take his first Group win of the season. There was only a tenth of a lap between 
his green Audi R8 and Phil Rees running the very first Ford Mustang to hit a DHORC Carrera 
Digital race. James Bowles’ Porsche 911 was but another tenth back in 18th as he followed Liam 
home in the C, while yet another tenth was the gap to Daniel Kalyan’s striking KFC sponsored 
Audi R8 in 19th. The top 20 was closed out by Richard Booth and his McLaren, as he joined the 
70+ Group Challenge for the first time. His six points from third in the C took him straight to the top 
of that Championship. 
 

Cameron Hawes made it four Group C finishers in the last six places, his McLaren seven tenths 
behind Richard’s. Ted Whittaker rounded out Group A in 22nd his Audi R8 being one of five Audis 
on the top Group’s grid! He was 0.8 laps behind Cameron while in 23rd was Laura Edwards’ pink 
Iron Dames Ferrari which was another 1.6 laps further back in 23rd. Another tenth back was Colin 
Blake’s Audi R8 in 24th with fellow Group C racer José Borges’ identical Liqui Moly Audi R8 1.2 
laps to the rear, all six Group C racers spanning 16th to 25th.  
 

CD 2024 70+ Group Challenge Champion Stuart Gray was one of three 70+ racers in the last five 
places. His McLaren in 26th was exactly a lap ahead of fellow 70+ racer Dave Trantom’s Porsche 
911 with our youngest racer in 2026, 11 year-old Jenson Woodhouse in 28th with his striking red 
and white Lionspeed Porsche 911, 1.2 laps back. The second Lamborghini on the 30 strong grid 
was Simon Rankin’s yellow ARC Bratislava example which he took to 29th, bringing up the rear 
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of Group E while our reigning 70+ Group Challenge Champion Andrew Staniec brought Group D 
and the grid to a close with the first Wooden Spoon of the year. 
 

 
 

Group ‘E’ – Laura Edwards, Simon Rankin, Dave Trantom, James Wardle, Andrew 
Woodhouse & Nick Jarram. 

 

 
 

Group ‘D’ – JJ Hughes-Dowd, Dave Edwards, Andrew Staniec, Lewis Blacker,  
Anthony Mitro & Daniel Kalyan 

 

 
 

Group ‘B’ – Steve Whittaker, Chris Cooper, Jenson Woodhouse, Tom Gray, Stuart Gray & 
Phil Rees. Apologies Group ‘C’ was missed! 
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Sonoma Raceway 
 

                             
 

20th January 2026 

Race Report 

Round 02  
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Tom Gray took his third career victory in Round 2 
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             Tom takes his BMW to victory 
 

 

Tom Gray became the second racer to take a win with a BMW, beating Round 1 winner Simon 
Goodlip by four tenths of a lap thanks to Simon’s one lap penalty. His 75.6 laps, plus a lap, was 
the new track record for Sonoma but he had to settle for second this time and back-to-back Group 
A wins, with Tom recording his third career victor and first since Round 13 of 2025, together with 
the Group B win. Prior to this our double Carrera Digital Champion, Simon, set a record 72nd Pole 
with four in a row, and, during the race, took his 59th (2nd) fastest lap. He takes a 17 point lead over 
Tom in the Championship. 
 

Angus Smith moved up three places from Round 01 to take his first podium of the year 1.2 laps 
behind Simon with his teammate Lewis Blacker again both one place and one tenth of a lap 
behind him in fourth. He made it three Group winners in the top four with the D victory his prize. 
Andrew Staniec made a spectacular recovery from his worst ever finish, 30th and the Wooden 
Spoon, in Round 01 to record his best ever finish, fifth here, beating his sixth at Bathurst on 
29Nov25. Some turn around that! To add to that he also set the eighth fastest lap beating his 11th 
on the Luanda Oval on 17Dec24 with the reigning 70+ Group Challenge Champion taking the most 
points in that category in this race, seven. Steve Whittaker also took a PB with fourth on the grid, 
improving on his fifth on 24Oct25 at Suzuka. He dropped four places at the flag compared to the 
first race of the year taking sixth, half a lap back, leaving Sonoma with third place in the 
Championship, 12 points behind Tom. 

 
 

Despite losing his one lap penalty Steve White also dropped places, two, with seventh, six tenths 
behind Mr Whittaker whose son Ted Whittaker followed Mr White home, 1.4 laps the gap, while 
Andrew Woodhouse again beat his Group B racing son, taking ninth, and again won Group E. 
All five Group winner were in the top ten with Liam Smith again taking Group C and again the 
Group C winner was the last of the Group winners, but at least he was six places better off than 
Round 01. Dan Hughes-Dowd made sure all three dads did the double over their sons at Somona 
taking 11th leading home the 60+ lapper brigade of which there were 13 in this Round matching 
the earlier race. 
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Group ‘A’ – JJ Hughes-Dowd, Ted Whittaker, Lee Pateman, Angus Smith, Simon Goodlip 
& Steve White 

 

 
 

Again SmartRace kept the whole evening going without a problem. 
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Anthony Mitro was another one with a PB, taking the seventh fastest lap in Round 2, beating his 
ninth set in the previous race. Finishing in the same 12th place as Round 01 he had added 1.9 laps 
to his total beating Stuart Gray, in 13th by four tenths. He halved his finishing position in the 
inaugural race. With Stuart in 13th it meant Nick Jarram dropped a place to 14th despite improving 
his best lap score by 3.8 laps, thanks to everyone else improving their lot during the second race 
of the evening. He was only a tenth behind Stuart while Daniel Kalyan had to give good half a lap 
in 15th, his 4.9 lap increase moving him up four places. 
 

 
 

On the same lap as Nick and Daniel Colin Blake just started the second tenth of the 68th lap as 
the power ebbed away to lead the second half of the grid with 16th, second in the C. Colin improved 
by eight positions and 9.1 laps! James Wardle unfortunately went the other way dropping seven 
places to 17th from a PB tenth. This was as a consequence of completing one lap less, 66.5 laps 
his score this time. Lee Pateman just passed the finish line for the 66th time to take 18th also 
dropping seven places while Phil Rees, Champion in four categories in 2025, dropped two to 19th, 
his heavy Mustang taking some breaking in.  
 

Richard Booth became only our third Member to reach 200 Club Nights in DHORC-CD 2011, 
meaning he has only missed 11 races in just over four years! Thanks Richard. His 200th race saw 
him finish in 20th but retain the lead in the 70+ Group Challenge, adding six points to his total. 
James Bowles took a two place drop to 21st, three tenths behind Richard with Chris Cooper 
dropping seven down to 22nd, despite adding half a lap to his first round total! José Borges 
improved by two places to 23rd but added nearly five laps to his best score at Sonoma with Dave 
Trantom bringing up the rear of our five 70+ racers in 24th, his near six lap improvement moving 
him up three slots. 
 

Laura Edwards was very pleased to be able lead the Edwards’ clan this time with 57.4 laps being 
a slight decrease from Round 01 but still enough to beat her hubby! Three laps behind Laura came 
JJ Hughes-Dowd, our double Junior HO Champion, still getting back up to speed with these 
larger, heavier, slower cars. While he closed out Group A the next four racers closed out the four 
remaining Groups. Group E racer Simon Rankin was the last of the point scorers in 27th, Group 
C runner Cameron Hawes 28th, Jenson Woodhouse in B, 29th and Dave Edwards, after 
equalling his best ever finish of fourth in DHORC-CD 210 earlier closing out the grid and Group D 
in 30th.  
 
 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 19      

 
 

Andrew Staniec took his best ever finish in Round 2 with 5th. Andrew Woodhouse took two 
Group E wins 

 

 
 

Dave Trantom took a best of 24th at Sonoma 
 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 20      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sonoma Raceway (SR01) 
 

                             
 

20th January 2026 

Race Report 

Round 03 

Steve’s Porsche beat 
Simon’s Audi to 2nd by 
a tenth despite losing 

a front wheel! 
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Reigning Sprint Race Champion Victor de Oliveira kicked off his defence with a win! 
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                                    Victor leads home record grid! 
 

 

 
Victor de Oliveira was one of four racers to step down at Sonoma. For the whole of 2025 only 
three racers stepped down. Therefore we have already beaten that in 2026, with one extra Tuesday 
racer, leaving us at 37 as opposed to 36 last year. With four racers stepping down for the two 15-
minute Endurance Races but running in the 5-minute Sprint Race we had a record grid of 34 racers. 
The four step down racers ran in their own Group F. 
 

Victor took his 64th Pole thanks to being the only racer to go sub nine seconds during Qualifying 
on 13Jan26, his 8.819 second lap beating Simon Goodlip’s 9.134 seconds, also set in Qualifying. 
Victor couldn’t repeat this in the race however with Simon taking his 60th fastest lap and all three 
in 2026. However Victor continued to add to his club record of wins with the 55th of his career, nine 
ahead of Simon and Angus Smith. Victor’s 28.4 laps gave our reigning Sprint Champion the Group 
F and overall win over Steve White, who took Group A with three wheels on his wagon (Page 23), 
by 0.2 laps and Simon by 0.3 laps in an incredibly close finish. It was also the first time we had 
seen an Aston Martin take a DHORC-CD win! Simon lies joint third in the Group Challenge. 
 

 
 

Dave Edwards bounced back from the Wooden Spoon in the last race to claim seventh here and 
his second Group D win of 2026. Round 2 winner Tom Gray was two tenths behind Dave with 
Andrew Staniec, our other Wooden Spoon claimant, taking a much improved ninth to go with his 
PB fifth earlier. He now lies second in the 70+ Group Challenge. Lewis Blacker actually got ahead 

Steve Whittaker was 
again well inside the 
top ten with fourth, 
and his second Group 
B win of the year here 
as he takes the lead in 
the Group Challenge 
as well as the Team 
Group Challenge 
alongside son Ted 
Whittaker with Team 
At Whitt’s End. Chris 
Cooper had his best 
run of the night with 
fifth half a lap behind 
fellow Group B racers 
Steve, with Nick 
Sismey running in his 
first race of the year 
with his new Porsche 
911 after, like Victor, 
stepping down for the 
Rounds 1 & 2. He was 
0.2 laps behind Chris 
in sixth.  
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of fellow 2 Fast 2 Furious teammate Angus this time, by no less than nine places as he followed 
joint D racer Andrew home by 0.4 laps. Lewis and Angus sit second in the Team Championship by 
six points.  
 

 
 

The four Stand Down Group ‘F’ racers joined the fray for the 5-minute Sprint Race with Jag 
Kalyan, Terry Mullen, Victor de Oliveira & Nick Sismey taking to Sonoma for the first time. 

 

 
 

Only three wheels on Steve White’s second placed wagon! 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 24      

Anthony Mitro made Group D the most populous team in the top 11 places with four, as he finished 
four tenths behind Lewis. He also set 10th on the grid beating his 13th at Bathurst on 28Nov25. Nick 
Jarram was very consistent at Sonoma with a 13th then a 14th and now a 12th place finish taking 
his first Group win of the year, the E. He was followed home by just a tenth by triple Group C winner 
in California Liam Smith in 13th alongside Dan Hughes-Dowd, both on 24.7 laps! Ted and Andrew 
Woodhouse joined the three above on 24 laps, finishing on three and one tenth a piece in 15th 
and 16th respectively. Andrew joins Simon in third on 16.5 points in the Group Challenge. 
 

We then had six racers on 23 laps, including two on the same score and three sharing another! 
Stuart Gray and Daniel Kalyan shared 17th on 23.8 laps with only a tenth preventing us having a 
five way tie! James Bowles, Cameron Hawes and Angus all finished on 23.7 laps in 19th with 
James taking second place in the Group Challenge after three Rounds, seven points behind Steve. 
The last racer on 23 laps was James Wardle just crossing the line in 22nd as the flag dropped. 
 

 
 

Two Group C racers followed next with José Borges in 23rd and Richard Booth eight tenths back 
in 24th. His one Group point here ensure he stayed ahead of the 2026 70+ Group Challenge by 1.5 
points over reigning Champion Andrew with 2024 Champ Stuart another four points back. Phil 
Rees certainly has some more work to do on his big V8 Ford as 25th here went with his 17th and 
19th earlier, as he finished on the same 21 laps as Richard, six tenths back.  
 

Our remaining two step down racers passed the flag next, Terry Mullen, borrowing an Audi R8 
from Simon as his McLaren had tyre issues, beating Jag Kalyan’s Audi R8 by a tenth in 26th and 
27th. It was so kind of Simon for lending out his second car, but it was so fast Terry found it a real 
handful! 28th was the first non-scoring placing as usual. Lee Pateman found himself there in the 5-
minute race after taking 11th and 18th in the Endurance Races. He was another tenth back. 
 

Colin Blake and Simon Rankin was another pairing finishing in the same position with the same 
lap score, 29th and 19.0 laps. Dave Trantom followed home fellow Group E racer Simon in 31st 
with Laura Edwards closing out that Group two tenths behind Dave. She and hubbies Crash Test 
Dummies team lie third in the Team Championship three points back. 
 

Jenson Woodhouse was still coming to terms with his new Porsche 911 as he took 33rd with JJ 
Hughes-Dowd suffering car problems to become our third different Wooden Spoon winner in 34th, 
the first Member to be 34th! 
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Anthony Mitro recorded two fastest lap PBs and one qualifying PB. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Cameron Hawes took 19th in the Sprint Race, his best result of the evening. 
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James Bowles matched Cameron with 19th in the Sprint Race with a better 18th in Round 1 
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Colin Blakes best run was in Round 2 with a 16th place finish with Terry Mullen and Jag 
Kalyan Standing Down waiting for the Sprint Race. 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Classic photo with Stuart Gray in front of Scheckter’s F1 Tyrrell, as McLarens flash by. 
13th was his best in Round 2. 
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Great to have our only lady racer Laura Edwards at our first meeting of the year. As our 
Club Secretary she presented last year’s trophies and took a best of 23rd in Round 1 
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Chris Cooper did his fair share of marshalling at the final turn taking a best of 5th  
 

 
 

Simon Rankin’s Lambo took 27th in Round 2, Steve White’s Porsche 2nd in the Sprint Race 
while reserve racer Mike Gretton popped in to check out Carrera Digital. 

 

 
 

Daniel Kalyan was top marshal as usual taking a best 15th in Round 2 
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Liam Smith did a great job with the results service taking a best of 10th in Round 2 
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Richard Booth had a great start to his first year as a septuagenarian taking the lead of the 
70+ Championship. 
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Steve Whittaker leads the Group Challenge together with….. 
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…..the Team Group Challenge with son Ted Whittaker 
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Dan Hughes-Dowd had a very quick car taking the third fastest lap in Race 2 finishing 9th 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 44      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Members’ Statistics 
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Lewis Blacker at Race Control jumped an incredible 14 places in the Rankings after 
Sonoma after averaging seventh across all three races. 
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Jag Kalyan beats Lee Pateman to marshal the errant McLaren. Jag was on Stand Down so 
only ran in the Sprint Race, taking 27th with Lee’s best result being 11th in Round 1.  
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Our youngest CD racer Jenson Woodhouse struggled with his new Lionspeed Porsche 
911 as it was still running on standard Carrera tyres taking a best of 28th. 
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José Borges was very consistent with 25th, 23rd and 23rd place finishes at Sonoma. 
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Angus Smith again took control of Parc Ferme with a best finish of 3rd in Round 2 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Monza 
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The Monza Circuit (Italian: Autodromo Nazionale Monza, lit. 'National Automobile Racetrack 

Monza') is a 5.793 km (3.600 mi) race track near the city of Monza, north of Milan, in Italy. Built in 
1922, it was the world's third purpose-built motor racing circuit after Brooklands and Indianapolis 
and reportedly the oldest in mainland Europe. The circuit's biggest event is the Italian Grand Prix. 
With the exception of the 1980 running when the track was closed while undergoing refurbishment, 
the race has been hosted there since 1949. 

 

The first track was built from May to July 1922 by 3,500 workers, financed by the Milan Automobile 
Club – which created the Società Incremento Automobilismo e Sport (SIAS) to run the track. The 
initial form was a 3.4 square kilometres (1.31 square mile) site with 10 km (6.2 mi) of macadamised 
road – comprising a 4.5 km (2.8 mi) loop track, and a 5.5 km (3.4 mi) road track. The track was 
officially opened on 3 September 1922, with the maiden race the second Italian Grand Prix held on 
10 September 1922. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 
 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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