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Front Cover: Sonoma Raceway up on the Mezzanine.  
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A record 34 racers at CD Evening 58th. What an 

amazing Carrera Digital Evening with a capacity 30 racers 
running in the 2 x 15-minute Endurance Races and then four 
Stand Down racers adding to those 30 in the 5-minute Sprint 
Race. Thanks to those four for supporting the Evening, whose 
5-minute race ran before 20:00 hours so they didn’t have to 
stay all night! At the Sonoma Test Night the week before we 
voted on retaining the 30 racers on a Tuesday night rather 
than going to 36. 
 

It was panic stations at lunchtime Monday as I received an e-
mail from Great Northern Classics (GNC) to say the 
Conference Room had been booked. Luckily Steve Whittaker 
was at home, so he and I rushed over and moved all of the 
equipment up onto the mezzanine, and made sure there was 
space for the track. Cameron Hawes kindly moved his BMW, 
so we had the room! 
 

Congratulations to Simon Goodlip, Tom Gray and Victor de 
Oliveira for taking the wins on Tuesday and to our Group 
winners Lewis Blacker, Victor, Dave Edwards (2), Simon 
(2), Tom, Nick Jarram, Liam Smith (3), Steve White, Steve 
Whittaker (2) and Andrew Woodhouse (2). 
 

Thank you so much to Club Secretary Laura Edwards for 
presenting the trophies at Prize Giving on Tuesday. 
 

Talking of the Committee, thank you to Dan Hughes-Dowd 
for stepping into Dan Turnbull’s shoes as the latter, 
unfortunately, has decided not to run in the HO side of DHORC 
this year. 
 

See you all at Monza next weekend. 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
 
 

 
 

 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  
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News & Views…………...……..….…058 Part 1.    
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC-CDs 210 to 212 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Anthony Mitro Marshalling & PA 
Steve Whittaker Moving Stuff, Setting Up & Marsh Ted Whittaker Marshalling 
Stuart Gray SU, Spares, Marshalling & PA  Tom Gray  Marshalling & PA 
Liam Smith  Results, Marshalling & PA  Dave Trantom Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith SU, Scrutineering, Marsh & PA Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & PA 
Cameron Hawes Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Steve White   Marshalling & PA  
Simon Goodlip Scrutineering & Results  Chris Cooper Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling & Packing Away Richard Booth Marshalling & PA 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Nick Jarram Instagram, Marshalling & PA James Wardle Marshalling 
Andrew Staniec Marshalling    José Borges Marshalling & PA 
Laura Edwards Prize Giving & Marshalling  Dave Edwards Marshalling 
Colin Blake Marshalling    Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Terry Mullen Marshalling & PA   James Bowles Marshalling 
Mike Gretton Marshalling    Andy Mason  Marshalling 
Simon Rankin Marshalling     Leo Sismey  Setting Up  

   

2. Prize Giving 
 

With thanks to Club Secretary Laura Edwards for presenting the trophies, we had our Carrera 
Digital 2025 Prize Giving during the Sonoma evening. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Victor de Oliveira for winning the Main and Sprint Race Championships 
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Congratulations to Andrew 
Staniec for taking the 70+ 
Group Challenge. 
 
 
Congratulations also to Phil 
Rees for taking the NASCAR 
Cup, Group Challenge and 
Team Group Challenge with 
Vorsprung DHORC Technik 
alongside the absent Reuben 
Litherland. 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 8      

 
 

 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 9      

3. Corporate Event – Birthday Party – 28Feb26 
 

Phil Rees and I will again be running an HO track for Nathan Langden’s sons’ birthday party as 
we did last year, shown below. 
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4. Thanks to Mark Stephenson 
 

A big thanks to Mark Stephenson for printing off our track and table plans on A3 card. I used to 
work with Mark at Rolls-Royce (Aerospace) when he worked on site at Canon Printers. We have 
both since retired but Mark continues to support DHORC. As with all Clubs it is the hard work by 
so many that keeps them going, hence why we have just started our 35th year. 
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5. Facebook followers hit 70,000! 
 

We hit 70,000 Facebook followers on 16Jan26, we have since surpassed 71,000 on 26Jan26. 
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6. Troublesome Control Unit 
 

Andy Mason popped in to see us during the Sonoma evening and brought with him a Control Unit 
that came with an F1 set he recently purchased, as he couldn’t get it to work. Phil Rees confirmed 
that it wasn’t working therefore we suggested Andy visit Malcs Models to pick up a new one. 
 

Andy did just that and was blown away by the Ilkeston hobby shop, particularly as it also stocked 
model railway parts he couldn’t find elsewhere. He took the new Control Unit home, and all worked 
well. Phil is taking a look at the old unit. 
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7. New Member Andy Mason testing 
 

On the Saturday after the Sonoma evening Andy Mason visited Phil Rees’ man cave to get some 
Carrera Digital practice before he races at Monza. He is now our first reserve for Tuesday night’s 
followed by Matt Blood and Mike Gretton who have yet to test at Phil’s. Thanks to Terry Mullen 
and Steve Whittaker for also helping. 
 

 

 

8. We remain at 30 
 

Following a very quick review, 
during the break in testing at 
Sonoma, it was agreed that, 
despite us having an extra 
Tuesday racer this year, totalling 
37 we will still run 2 x 15-minute 
Endurance Races with fuel stops 
and 1 x 5-minute races per night for 
30 racers. That means there could 
be up to 7 racers on Stand Down. 
Last year we only had 3 all year, 
although we did have 4 at Sonoma! 
 
Nick Sismey 
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2025 Champion and Sprint Champion Victor de Oliveira kicked off 2026 with Pole Position! 
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Acknowledgments 
 

Phil Rees  Race Control & Everything Else Liam Smith         SU, Results, Marsh’ & PA 
Stuart Gray Setting Up, Spares, Marsh’ & PA Tom Gray  Results, Marsh’ & PA 
Steve Whittaker Setting Up & Marshalling  Ted Whittaker Marshalling   
Angus Smith Scrutineering, Marsh’ & PA Lewis Blacker Marshalling & PA 
Simon Goodlip RC, Scrutineering, Marsh’ & PA Richard Booth Marshalling  
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd Marshalling  
Steve White Marshalling & Packing Away Martin Thorpe Marshalling & PA 
Victor de Oliveira Marshalling & Packing Away Chris Cooper Marshalling & PA 
Daniel Kalyan  Cars, Marshalling & PA  Jag Kalyan  Marshalling & PA 
Andrew Staniec Marshalling & Packing Away José Borges Marshalling & PA  
Terry Mullen Marshalling & Packing Away James Bowles Marshalling & PA 
Nick Jarram Marshalling & Packing Away James Wardle Marshalling & PA 
Dave Trantom Marshalling & Packing Away Cameron Hawes Marshalling 
Simon Rankin Marshalling    Colin Blake  Marshalling & PA 
 
 

Overview 
 

Our fifth season of Carrera Digital racing started with a Test Night on the all new 136’3” Sonoma  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Raceway circuit which replicates the Californian track. 
Despite having no real long straights it was a real 
driver’s circuit with long sweeping bends intersected by 
several tight turns that caught many out at times. 
 

We had 29 racers on the night split into five Groups 
which were, as usual, built up as folk walked into the 
Conference Room. Everyone had four 5-minute Test 
runs with the majority having a further 5-minute 
Qualifying run. For those who couldn’t stay for this, we 
took their Qualifying time from their fourth Test run.  
 

Reigning Champion Victor de OIiveira lit up all three 
categories with the most laps, the fastest Test run and 
Pole position. He was followed home by two time 
Champion Simon Goodlip and Steve White. 
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Group A – Dan Hughes-Dowd, José Borges, Simon Rankin, Terry Mullen, Andrew Staniec 
& Dave Trantom 

 

 
 

Group B – James Bowles, Cameron Hawes, Richard Booth, Simon Goodlip,  
JJ Hughes-Dowd & Nick Sismey 

 

 
 

Group C – Ted & Steve Whittaker, Daniel Kalyan, Stuart Gray, Angus Smith & Phil Rees 
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Group D – Martin Thorpe, Victor, Steve White, James Wardle, Tom Gray & Jag Kalyan 
 

 
 

Group E – Nick Jarram, Chris Cooper, Lewis Blacker, Liam Smith & Colin Blake 
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Reigning weekend Team Champion Richard took 16th in Qualifying 
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James started his second year of      JJ (19th) is back in 26! Our 3 time race winner 
 DHORC-CD with 24th on the grid   is back full time after a year off in ‘25  

 

 
 

One of only three Members to have stood down, Daniel, may have to again at the first 
Sonoma race being in the top seven of the Stand Down after taking 25th on the grid. 
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Our newest Member Dave took 28th with his Porsche 911 
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Simon, ready for the next crash, took 27th in Qualifying while friend of Jag, Michael 
Scotney, came along with son and father-in-law to see what we were all about. 

 

 
 

  José switched to the TruSpeed Controller   Simon helped out at Race Control & 
rather than his thumb controller         Scrutineering taking 2nd on the grid which 

 finishing in 22nd.             may be Pole if Victor has to stand down. 
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Reigning 70+ Group Champion Andrew took 23rd while Martin sat in the pits as usual 
finishing at the back of the grid in 29th to keep his ranking score that bit higher. 
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Jag Qualified one place behind son Daniel in 26th while Chris, checking the times, took 4th  
 

 
 

Stuart goes into Round 1 of the 2026 CD Championship with the same ranking score as 
son Tom, however Stuart had the best ranking from the last race so takes precident. 
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Dan, taking 14th in Qualy, joins up with son JJ (19th) in the Team Championship this year 
while Nick (9th) forms new team Crash Team Racing with James Wardle (21st) 
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Ted (11th) and dad Steve (13th) have formed new team At Whitt’s End while another new 
team CD’s is formed between James and Terry sharing a laugh. Andrew looks on. 

 

 
 

Test Night Groups came together as folk arrived 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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