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Front Cover: Lee Pateman congratulating Nick Sismey on reaching 700 Club Nights.  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
700 Club Nights out of 753! It took me 427 days longer 

than the first to reach this goal, Phil Rees, who achieved this 
on 26Nov24 at DHORC 717, which meant he only missed 17 
Club Nights in 32 years, quite incredible. While I was lucky 
enough to be travelling the world with Rolls-Royce (Aero), 
Phil, with help from many others, kept the ship afloat and 
going in the right direction. I always remember many years 
ago we both said we would get DHORC to 500 Club Nights 
and then decide whether we would carry on. We reached that 
goal in 2015 with a big celebratory race at Donington Park 
and without really thinking about it just carried on as the Club 
means so much to us both. We then go and add Carrera 
Digital to our portfolio in 2022 and simply haven’t looked 
back. The club is more popular now than it has ever been 
and the following on Facebook is unbelievable. Thank you all 
so much for your support. 
 

Phil decided to just race in Carrera Digital at the end of 2024 
although he did do a few races at the beginning of 2025 to 
help when I broke my leg and still runs at the dhorcingham 
oval. His total number of races is 710, with my two races at 
Interlagos I am now on 701. I’m coming for you Phil! 
 

Congratulations to Simon Goodlip and JJ Hughes-Dowd 
for taking back-to-back victories in the Adults and Juniors, to 
Jim Crunden for the Early Parents’ win and Mike Gretton 
for taking his first Final victory that also gave him his first 
Masters’ win. 
 

Also a big thank you to Mike Graham and Andrew 
Woodhouse for their companies renewing the sponsorship 
of our barriers.  Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7531 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 753 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Jim Crunden Setting Up & Marshalling  Baxter Crunden Marshalling 
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Colin Blake  Marshalling & PA 
Steve Whittaker Marshalling    Luca Whittaker Marshalling     
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marsh & PA  Jim Dudley  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, PF, Marsh & PA Mike Gretton Marshalling & PA 
Simon Goodlip Race Control, Marsh & PA  Max Blake  Marshalling 
Dan Hughes-Dowd Marshalling    JJ Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Ellis Woodhouse Marshalling    Charlie Youart Marshalling 
Denis Latham Marshalling & Packing Away Chris Bowles Marshalling & PA 
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling  
 

2. Nick reaches 700 Club Nights 
 

Nick Sismey became the second Club Member to reach 700 Club Nights at DHORC 753. On the 
night Lee Pateman, who will be the third (with 56 to go), was available to congratulate Nick for 
reaching this target as shown on the cover. 
 

At the following Carrera Digital Monza meeting the first to achieve this goal, Phil Rees, on 
26Nov24, was available to congratulate his friend of 34+ years. During that time Nick has started 
3,745 races, completed a record 77,105.5 laps, 8,805,272 feet and 1,668 miles. He has also taken 
four Championships, 86 Poles and Race Wins, 52 Fastest Laps and 91 Best Race Laps. 

 

 
 

DHORC was founded on 07Jul92 after our first HO Le Mans 24-hour 
race on 20/21Jun92 on our 199’ eight-lane Le Mans track where all of 
the track, cars, controllers etc were kindly donated by Tomy. Phil 
became part of the Toyota Team when one of his colleagues pulled 
out of the race. Had that not happened I can’t imagine DHORC still 
being around today. Thanks Phil for your incredible support. 
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3. Barrier Sponsors CSL & Woodland renew in 2026! 
 
A big thank you Mike Graham, Managing Director of CSL Conveyor & Automation Solutions who 
has been an HO Member of DHORC since 20Feb24 for again agreeing to sponsor our barriers. 

 

 
 

The same to Andrew Woodhouse, Director of Woodland Auto Centre, who has been a Member 

of DHORC since 09Aug22 (together with sons Jenson and Ellis) for again agreeing to sponsor our 
barriers in 2026. 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 753:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      302 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        54   Luca Whittaker        28 
Reuben Litherland   34        Dan Hughes-Dowd    20   JJ Hughes-Dowd       20   
Andrew Woodhouse 18        Jenson Woodhouse  18 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       302 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       239  
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4. Bulldog Club Chassis magnet strength revision 
 
Following the Sonoma Carrera Digital Test Night on 13Jan26 there were discussions about the 
150 “Carrot” magnet strength suggested for the Bulldog Club Chassis. One view was that the 
Bulldog magnet strength should match the 200 “Carrot” strength of the Viper chassis. 
 
To cut a long story short it was agreed that we should up the 150 to 175 “Carrots” and then review 
again at the end of the year. 
 
The 2026 Rules & Regulations booklet has been updated accordingly. 
 

 
 

5. Corporate events 
 

We have two more Corporate events that we could be adding to our Calendar this year, one at 
Statfold's Miniatures & Model Engineering event and another at Loughborough Scouts. Phil Rees 
and I are visiting Statfold this Friday afternoon. Watch this space 
 
Nick Sismey 
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Round 02  
  

 Interlagos – F1 
 

27th January 2026 

 

Race Report 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 14      

 
 

Simon Goodlip made it two wins from two starts while Lewis Blacker took 4th, his best 
finish since 2024! Both helped out at Race Control and Parc Ferme. 

 

 
 

Mike Gretton took his first Masters win with his first Final win while Denis Latham keeps 
on winning Finals to extend his lead in the Final Challenge! 
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Lee Pateman had just enough time away from twiddling with his cars to take second! 
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Simon keeps 100% win record as Nick hits 700 Club Nights! 
 
 

‘A’ Final. – Simon Goodlip made it back-to-back wins in 2026 to maintain his 100% record of 
being on the top step of the podium with his 106th (2nd) victory. With 24 racers on the grid, 16 Adults 
and 8 Juniors, we were at the max number for double Finals. Simon took his 107th career Pole, his 
first since 11Nov25, breaking his 42.5 laps Qualifying record set on 18Jul23, with 42.8 on Tuesday.   
 
Lee Pateman took second 0.8 laps in arrears from second on the grid with Chris Bowles another 
1.5 laps back. The podium mirrored both the last Club Night at Interlagos in 2025 and the first Club 
Night of 2026. Chris is unbeaten on fastest laps in 2026 with two out of two, his fourth straight 
fastest lap taking him to 11 in his career. Simon took his 89th best race laps. 
 
Nick Sismey became the second Member to reach 700 Club Nights in DHORC 753, after the 
absent Phil Rees reached 700 a couple of years ago and celebrated this by winning the ‘B’ Final, 
taking fourth overall seventh tenths behind Chris. 

 

 
 

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 
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Jim Crunden took his first Early Parents’ win of the year with son Baxter taking 5th  
 

 
 

Colin Blake’s ‘D’ Final was his 100th race at DHORC taking 11th overall. 
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‘B’ Final. – Reuben Litherland provided the closest competition to Nick, lapping within 0.14 
seconds and staying within a lap at the flag, six tenths back.  
 
Denis Latham added to his Final Challenge lead with another Final win, the ‘C’, taking him to sixth 
overall, with 3.0 Final points, ahead of our reigning Final Challenge Champion Lewis Blacker 
whose F1 really didn’t get going here as he took seventh some 3.8 laps behind Denis. 

 
‘C’ Final. – Stuart Gray made it back-to-back eighth place finishes, only losing out on a ‘B’ Final 
placing by sixth tenths of a lap behind Denis, while Mike Gretton took his very first Final win in 
only his third start, taking the ‘D’, before also beating a racer in the ‘C’ to finish in a best yet of ninth, 
0.5 laps behind Stuart. Another four tenths back was Jim Dudley almost matching Mike on lap 
times, as he closed out the top ten. 

 
‘D’ Final. – Colin Blake was the only other racer in the ‘D’ but had to give nearly two laps to Mike 
by the time the power ebbed away in what was his 100th race start! 
 
Early Parents’ ‘E’ Final. – We also had just two racers in the first Early Parents’ Final with reigning 
Champion Dan Hughes-Dowd outgunning Mike Graham to the tune of 1.1 laps, giving reigning 
Wooden Spoon Champion his first Wooden Spoon of the year in defence of his title!  

 
Early Parents’ ‘F’ Final. – Having qualified eighth overall Jim Crunden battled it out with 12th 
placed qualifier and Round 1 winner Steve Whittaker, also in his 100th race, for top honours early 
in the evening. Again lap times were very closely matched as Jim eked out the win by 1.2 laps to 
become our second winner of the year.  
 
Joint 2025 and double Champion Andrew Woodhouse would take third ahead of Dan, exactly a 
lap separating the two. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike takes first Masters’ Win! 
 

Mike’s win in the ‘D’ Final, together with third in the ‘C’ gave him 3.0 Final points, enough to take 
his first Masters’ win ahead of Nick in second, Simon in third with Steve and Stuart in joint fourth. 
Jim took the sixth and final place finish.  
 

 
 

MASTERS REPORT 
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JJ Hughes-Dowd made it two Junior wins from two starts with Reuben Litherland taking 
5th in the Adults as well as managing Parc Ferme for the most of the night. 

 

 
 

Jimmy Graham ran in his first race of the year taking third. 
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JJ makes it two from two! 
 

‘A’ Final. – JJ Hughes-Dowd goal to become the first Junior to record three Championships 
remains on target as he took his second win of the year from his second start. On the way to a 
record 55th (2nd) win he took his fourth straight Pole, with a 57th (2nd) top qualifying spot taking him 
to second in the all-time charts. It was also his 59th Final win which places him second in that 
category as well! Jenson Woodhouse took second on the grid and Jimmy Graham, in his first 
race of the year, third. There they remained to the flag, Jenson 1.6 laps behind our winner, Jimmy 
0.7 laps behind Jenson. 
 

In the Final JJ’s 18.0 laps was enough for him to take his fourth straight best race laps notching up 
his 53rd (2nd) while his 8.09 second lap on Red Lane in Qualy saw him break friend Lewis Bowles’ 
fastest lap record of 8.15 seconds set on 18Jul23 as well as JJ’s own set on 28Jan25. This was 
JJ’s eighth straight fastest lap and takes him to 52 in his career. Max Blake also broke the old 
record with an 8.14 but didn’t stay for the Finals. 
 

Luca Whittaker burst through into the ‘A’ after an emphatic victory in the ‘B’ to take fourth overall. 
 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Baxter Crunden was the only one to get close to Luca, seeing the latter pass him once 
during the three-minute race and then add another two tenths as he rolled to a stop in fifth. Ellis 
Woodhouse would take sixth ahead of Charlie Youart with Max taking eighth already back at 
home! 

 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Max Blake also ran his first race of the year taking 4th in Qualifying but leaving before the 
Finals 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Junior ‘B’ – Winner Luca Whittaker, Baxter (5th), Ellis Woodhouse (6th)  
& Charlie Youart (7th) 
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Junior ‘A’ – Winner JJ, Jenson Woodhouse (2nd), Jimmy (3rd) & Luca (4th) 
 

 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 27      



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 28      

 
 

Early Parents’ ‘F’ – Mike Graham (16th) & winner Dan Hughes-Dowd 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 30      

 
 

Adult Early Parents’ ‘E’ – Steve Whittaker (13th), winner Jim (12th),  
Andrew Woodhouse (14th) & Dan (15th) 
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Adult ‘D’ – Winner Mike & Colin (11th) 
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Adult ‘C’ – Jim Dudley (10th), winner Denis, Stuart Gray (8th) & Mike 9th  
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Adult ‘B’ – Winner Nick Sismey, Denis (6th), Reuben (5th) & Lewis (7th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Lee (2nd), winner Simon, Chris Bowles (3rd) & Nick (4th) 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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