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Front Cover: Ruapuna in full swing.  

 
 

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026  BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED 
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTS 

Part 2 of Magazine Issue 061 covers the three Club 

Nights at Ruapuna, the Championship standings and the 
Members Statistics. 
 

I have never been a big fan of Al, but when it can produce such 
incredible posters as below, who can’t be impressed! See you 
on 14Apr26 in Spain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Edwards,  
 
 

 
 

 

Editorial 

www.dhorc.co.uk  
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Ruapuna 
 

                             
 

17th March 2026 

Race Report 

Round 15  
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Martin Thorpe took his second win of the year in Round 15. Lewis Blacker, after refuelling, 
took a best of ninth at Ruapuna in the same Round. 
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Late Comer Racing teammates Victor de Oliveira and Chris Cooper both took second in 
the first race of the evening. This was Chris’ best result while Victor won the Sprint Race. 
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Colin Blake took two Group D wins, with 13th in Round 15 & 8th in Round 17’s Sprint Race. 
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                Martin takes 1st win at Ruapuna 
 
 

 
Martin Thorpe took his Porsche 911 to the first win at our new Ruapuna circuit with his second 
win of the year following victory at Monza in January. His seventh career win saw him beat reigning 
Champion Victor de Oliveira and his Late Comers Racing teammate Chris Cooper by 1.5 laps 
as their Aston Martin and McLaren closed out the podium places, both in second. Victor was on a 
one lap penalty but that didn’t affect his finishing position while Chris matched his best ever finish 
achieved only once previously on 21Jan25 at Mugello. Victor’s Pole was his sixth of the year, 
taking him to 69 for his career while his fifth straight fastest lap takes him to a record 79th (8th).  All 
three took Group wins, Martin the ‘B’, Victor the ‘A’ and Chris the ‘C’, his first of the year. 
 

 
 

Dan Hughes-Dowd and son JJ Hughes-Dowd were only separated by 0.4 laps in sixth and 
seventh, on 72.3 and 71.9, both taking second in their respective Groups, Dan’s Lamborghini 
matching his best ever finish, at the last race at Mugello. JJ’s Porsche 911 however was just over 
two tenths of a second quicker than the Lambo. Joining JJ on 71 laps were Tom Gray and Lewis 
Blacker with their BMWs together with Nick Sismey’s Porsche 911 on 71.5, 71.4 and 71.2 laps 
respectively as they closed out the 70+ lappers and the top ten. 
 

Sixteen racers recorded laps between 69.9 and 60.6, led by Terry Mullen who made it three 
BMWs in the last four places. He was fourth in the ‘B’ while Liam Smith’s Audi was fifth, 0.6 laps 
back in 12th. We then had the first two Group ‘D’ runners, both running Audi’s like Liam. Colin 
Blake’s Liqui Moly version beat Jag Kalyan’s Red Bull livered car by three tenths of a lap to take  

We had a capacity grid of 
30 cars at our New Zealand 
track. Being a new circuit, 
Victor’s 8.893 second lap in 
Qualifying was a track 
record as was Martin’s 75.4 
laps. Our double Champion 
(in ‘23/’24) Simon Goodlip 
took second in the ‘A’ just 
two tenths behind our pair 
in second. Again he was 
carrying a one lap win 
penalty. He and his Audi 
would have moved up to 
tsecond without it, while our 
third one lap penalty carrier 
of the Round, Steve White 
and his Porsche 911, was 
another 1.1 laps back in 
fifth, so wouldn’t have 
improved without the 
penalty. Both these two 
lose their penalty for Round 
16 as they weren’t on the 
podium, while Martin and 
Victor gain and retain 
theirs. 
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Andrew Staniec won all three Group ‘E’ races at Ruapuna with a best finish of 15th in the 
Sprint Race. 
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his third straight ‘D’ win and fourth of the year, as they finished on 68.4 and 68.1 laps, Colin 0.9 
laps behind Liam. 

 
Two Porsche 911s followed in 15th and 16th Anthony Mitro beating Group ‘E’ winner Andrew 
Staniec to 15th by half a lap, 67.7 to 67.2 while 70+ Group Challenge leader Richard Booth’s 
McLaren was but a tenth behind our reigning 70+ Group Challenge Champion, in 17th. Two more 
Group ‘D’ racers followed Richard home, our youngest racer Jenson Woodhouse with his 
Porsche 911 and James Wardle, also with a Porsche 911, in 18th and 19th, 66.8 laps to 66.6. 
James’ mate Nick Jarram, in his first race since enjoying the real Daytona 500 in Florida, joined 
these two on 66 laps with a 66.5, the third Porsche 911 in a row, just a tenth back on James. Dave 
Edwards’ McLaren followed home fellow Group ‘C’ racer Nick in 21st on 64.8 laps. 
 

Group ‘D’ were the first Group to get all of their six cars over the line with Andrew Woodhouse’s 
Corvette taking the honours in 22nd on 63.5 laps while Macaully Dutson’s Ferrari was the second 
Group ‘E’ racer to finish on 62.8 laps in 23rd. Exactly a lap further lap back Ted Whittaker’s Audi 
was the final Group ‘B’ car across the line in 24th while James Bowles’ Porsche 911 took 25th, 1.1 
laps behind Ted on 60.7. 
 

 
 
Over the final five finishers three closed out their respective Groups. Group ‘C’ was next with José 
Borges and his Audi, a tenth behind James on 60.6 laps in 26th. He was also the 16th and final 
racer in the 60+ lap group. Andy Mason and Dave Trantom took up the fourth and penultimate 
position in Group ‘E’ with 54.6 and 54.4 laps with their Ferrari and Porsche. On only 53.0 laps was 
our 2022 Champion Angus Smith and his McLaren in 29th. This was his worse ever result in 205 
starts, his previous worst being 24th, as he closed out the ‘A’. The reason for him being at the 
wrong end of the finishing results was that he couldn’t get into the pits! He was able to change 
lanes everywhere else but not into the pits! Whether he was simply going to fast, straight after a 
corner, so his car wasn’t straight for the sensor to pick up his car’s under chassis light, we don’t 
know, but the remaining 29 cars didn’t have a problem! 
 

Simon Rankin became the third of our 12 Wooden Spoon winner in 2026 to take a second 
Wooden Spoon this year, his Lamborghini finishing on 51.5 laps closing out the final Group, the 
‘E’. Porsche dominated the grid at Ruapuna with 11, followed by Audi-6, McLaren-4, BMW-3, 
Ferrarr-2, Lamborghini-2, Aston Martin-1 and Corvette-1. 
 
 



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 14      

 
 

Group ‘E’ – Andy Mason, Simon Rankin, Dave Trantom, Andrew, James Bowles & Macaully Dutson 
 

 
 

Group ‘D’ – James Wardle, Jag Kalyan, Richard Booth, Andrew Woodhouse, Colin & Jenson Woodhouse 
 

 
 

Group ‘C’ – José Borges, Dave Edwards, Nick Jarram, Anthony Mitro, JJ Hughes-Dowd & Chris 
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Ruapuna 
 

                             
 

17th March 2026 

Race Report 

Round 16  
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Steve White made Round 16 his own with his record sixth win of the year, later matched 
by Victor in the Sprint Race while Terry Mullen took a best of ninth in this Round. 
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            White’s white Porsche right there! 
 
 

Steve White became the first racer to take six Carrera Digital victories in 2026 moving up four 
places from the previous Round to set a new Endurance Race laps record of 79.2, beating fellow 
M&S teammate Martin Thorpe’s 75.4 laps in the earlier race. Martin would drop to third this time 
despite recording 2.1 laps (3.1 without his penalty) more, with 77.5, but did take back-to-back 
Group ‘B’ wins. In-between these two was Victor de Oliveira a mere tenth of a lap behind Steve. 
Had he not retained his one lap penalty from his last 15-minute race at Mugello Victor would have 
won by 0.9 laps. Therefore truth be told he now holds the Endurance race laps record with 80.1. 
 

 
 

Three times winner JJ Hughes-Dowd continues to progress up the leaderboard taking fifth, his 
best result of the year to date, 0.8 laps behind Simon on 75.7 and with it the Group ‘C’ win. Liam 
Smith halved his finishing position compared to the first race of the night, his 75.1 laps placing him 
in sixth. Dan Hughes-Dowd dropped one place between races while Chris Cooper dropped six 
as they completed their second and final 15-minute run at Ruapuna in seventh and eighth on 74.5 
and 74.3 laps. In Round 15 we had ten racers recording over 70 laps, here we had 16 

 

The second half of these 16 was led by Tom Gray and Terry Mullen, both in ninth and both on 
73.6 laps. This was a drop of one place for Tom but a two place improvement for Terry as well as 
his first 70+ lap run at Ruapuna for the 70+ Group Challenger. Jag Kalyan took his first Group ‘D’ 
win of the evening in 11th a lap behind our above pairing while Lewis Blacker and Nick Sismey  

While Steve took 
his 25th career win, 
Victor added to his 
Poles and fastest 
laps, with 70 (7) 
and 80 (9) 
respectively, the 
latter increasing his 
record of fastest 
laps, now 18 ahead 
of former fastest 
lap leader Simon 
Goodlip who 
finished in fourth 
just as in Round 15, 
but with 1.8 more 
laps on 76.5. 
Simon’s two fourth 
place finishes 
keeps him in the 
Championship lead 
but Steve has 
closed the gap from 
38 to 24 points 
while reigning 
Champion Victor 
moves up from 
fourth to third 78 
points further back. 
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JJ has his mojo back with a 7th, 5th & 6th place finish at Ruapuna with the Group ‘C’ win in 
Round 16. He was subsequently our biggest improver in the Ranking Chart, up eight 

places to 11th. 
 

 
 

Ryan Goodere popped into GNC for the first time when we were setting up and was back 
later to help out with marshalling and packing away and looks to race later in the year. 
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took fifth in their respective Groups, Lewis in the ‘B’ with 72.4 laps and 12th, Nick in the ‘A’ with 
72.1 and 13th. Angus Smith again closed our Group ‘A’, which was the first to complete this time, 
but 15 places better off than in the previous race with 14th. He was still suffering from pit lane entry 
problems but not as dire as in Round 15.  
 

The final two racers to record over 70 laps were Colin Blake and Anthony Mitro who straddled 
the half way point of our 30 strong grid in 15th and 16th on 70.8 and 70.6 laps. While they both 
surpassed 70 laps for the first time they actually dropped two and one place respectively from the 
previous run. Just 12 racers were on 60+ laps this time compared to 16 last as the whole field 
improved their lot. Richard Booth improved his lap score by 2.6 laps but retained 17th place and 
a D3 finish. However this time Jenson Woodhouse joined him in D3 on 69.7 laps, a 2.9 lap 
improvement as well as a one place improvement. 
 

 
 

Ted Whittaker made sure Group ‘B’ was the next to get its six cars across the finish line as he 
took 19th sharing the 68th lap with James Wardle in 20th, finishing on 68.5 and 68.1 laps a piece, 
Ted jumping up five places James dropping one. Andrew Staniec, just like fellow former Quorn 
racer Martin, took back-to-back Group wins, his 67.2 laps seeing him take 21st, a five place drop, 
but the Group ‘E’ win again. Nick Jarram was again beaten by his mate James, although this time 
Andrew got in between them. Nick improved his lot by 0.2 laps, with 22nd, while James had added 
1.5 laps to his first Round lap score. 
 

José Borges jumped three places to 23rd thanks to a near four lap improvement, his 64.5 laps 
beating the final racer in Group ‘D’ Andrew Woodhouse by 1.4 laps as he took 24th on 63.1. Five 
of the last six finishers came from Group ‘E’ with Macaully Dutson leading the way home a tenth 
behind Andrew on 63 laps in 25th. Third in the ‘E’ was James Bowles 0.6 laps ahead of fourth 
placed Andy Mason who took back-to-back 27th place finishes on 61.6 laps. Finishing in E5 was 
Dave Trantom with a back-to-back 28th place finish, his fourth 28th place finish in the last five 
starts, clocking 61.5 laps. Simon Rankin dropped nearly five laps compared to Round 15 but 
jumped up from 30th to 29th as Dave Edwards had car problems only recording 39 laps before 
calling it an evening. He becomes our fourth of 12 Wooden Spoon holders in 2026 to take a second 
trophy home. 
 

In Round 15 we saw a total of 1,996.1 laps recorded, here in Round 16 there were 2,062.9 laps 
run so on average everyone improved by 2.2 laps! 
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Group ‘B’ – Ted Whittaker, Liam Smith, Dan Hughes-Dowd, Terry, Lewis & Martin  
 

 
 

Group ‘A’ – Nick Sismey, Angus Smith, Tom Gray, Victor, Steve & Simon Goodlip 
 

 
 

Jenson was very consistent at Ruapuna with 18th, 17th & 18th place finishes 
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Ruapuna (SR05) 
 

                             
 

17th March 2026 

Race Report 

Round 17 
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Steve Whittaker and Daniel Kalyan (below) were two of three Members that stepped down 
at Ruapuna and so only ran in the Sprint Race. Steve won Group ‘F’ and finished 9th while 

Daniel was second in the ‘F’ and finished in 21st.  
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Phil Rees was our third Stand Down racer only running in the Sprint Race in Group ‘F’ 
taking 24th in-between managing Race Control. 
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                                        Victor’s 3rd Sprint Race win! 
 

 

 
Victor de Oliveira, our reigning Sprint Race Champion took his third Sprint Race win in our fifth 
5-minute race of the year, which takes him to a record equalling sixth win of the year across both 
Endurance and Sprint Races. His record 60th race win followed his 71st (8th) Pole with four 
consecutive front grid starts, while he also took a record 81st (10th) fastest lap with his seventh in 
a row. Again being a new circuit and this being the first Sprint Race at Ruapuna, his 31.3 laps was 
a track record, as was his 8.770 second lap time, beating his Pole time for Rounds 15 and 16 of 
8.893 seconds set at the Test Night on 24Feb26. He therefore holds all three records at the New 
Zealand track, our 30th different track since we started Carrera Digital on 18Jan22. 
 
For the Sprint Race we had three stand down racers in action for the first time that evening. 
However with Dave Edwards calling a day after the second Endurance Race we had 32 on the 
grid rather than 33, with Group ‘C’ only having five starters. 
 

 
 

lead from 1.5 to half a point while Victor closes the gap to Steve from 17.5 to 11.0 points. Chris 
Cooper, like his Late Comers Racing teammate Victor took two Group wins on the night, again 
taking the ‘C’ a mere tenth of a lap behind Simon on 28.1 laps. 
 
JJ Hughes-Dowd continues to produce some excellent results by following Chris home in the ‘C’ 
with sixth this time, two tenths back, while Angus Smith finally, thanks to no pit stops being 
required, made it into the top ten for the first time on the night, with seventh, 0.6 behind JJ. Colin 
Blake also took his second Group win of the evening, again making the ‘D’ his own in eighth while 
Steve Whittaker made it five Group winners in the top nine with 26.6 laps to Colin’s 26.7. He 
would actually match Colin on 10.0 Championship points as he took the fifth fastest lap giving him 
an extra 0.5 points. Steve was running in Group ‘F’ with our other two stand down racers. 
 

Like Victor, Martin Thorpe made the 
podium for all three Club Nights with a first, 
a third and now a second, 2.2 laps back. 
However he took more Group wins by 
taking all three on the night to Victor’s two. 
Team M&S were fully represented in two 
of the three podium celebrations with 
Steve White taking third this time, 0.7 laps 
behind Martin, although he would have 
taken second without a lap win penalty. 
Thanks to their Ruapuna results the M&S 
Team go from a 11.0 point deficit in 
second to the top of the Team 
Championship leaderboard by 4.5 points! 
 

Simon Goodlip would also have been on 
the podium without his one lap penalty, 
however with it he was fourth in all three 
Ruapuna races with 28.2 laps this time. 
The top three remain the same in the 
Sprint Race Championship with Simon still 
leading, however Steve has reduced that 
lead 
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Macaully and Liam did a great job with collecting the tenths and helping with the results. 
While Andrew took a best of 15th, Macca took a 23rd and Liam a 6th place finish. 
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While a tenth of a lap separated eighth and ninth, the same separated ninth from tenth, tenth from 
11th and 11th from 12th so closely matched were the racers here! Tenth went to second in the ‘B’ 
Lewis Blacker, with third in the ‘B’ Liam Smith in 11th and third in the ‘C’ Anthony Mitro in 12th, 
with lap scores of 26.5, 26.4 and 26.3. We then had two pairings following each other. In joint 13th 
were Dan Hughes-Dowd and Ted Whittaker in joint B4 and both on 25.9 laps while Jag Kalyan 
and Andrew Staniec were both in 15th on 25.7 laps, with Andrew taking his third straight Group ‘E’ 
win and Jag second in the ‘D’ after winning the Group last time out. This meant Jag set the Group 
points record for Ruapuna at 22. 
 

With the 2.5 Group points from taking third in the ‘D’ with 25.1 laps in 17th Richard Booth retained 
his lead in the 70+ Challenge although Andrew has halved that lead from 15.0 to 7.5 points. 
Richard also moves from second to first in the Group Challenge by a mere point. Liam moves up 
a place to second just one point back while Steve White leapfrogs three positions to third, now half 
a point behind Liam. Jenson Woodhouse followed Richard across the line in the ‘D’, 0.4 laps 
back on 24.7 laps, while Richard’s Old Rollers’ teammate Nick Sismey dropped to 19th on 24.5 
laps. Two more racers joined Jenson and Nick on 24 laps, Jenson’s dad and JAW Racers’ 
teammate Andrew Woodhouse on 24.3 laps and also running in his first and only race of the night 
as on stand down, Daniel Kalyan on 24.2 laps in 21st. 
 

 
 

Five racers then finished on 23 laps headed by Terry Mullen in 22nd on 23.7 laps. He remains in 
third in the 70+ Group Challenge but drops from a 1.0 point deficit to 14.5 points after Ruapuna as 
he closed out the first Group in the Sprint Race, the ‘B’. Nick Jarram was the second of the 23 lap 
squad on 23.5 with Phil Rees, our third step down driver, taking third in the ‘F’ and 24th overall on 
23.3 Laps. His and Simon’s Audistang team now lie second in the Team Challenge dropping from 
top spot thanks to Phil having to stand down in the two Endurance Races here. On 23.2 laps was 
Macaully Dutson, unable to emulate his triple Group ‘E’ win at Mugello in February as he took 
25th. In 26th was fellow Group E racer James Bowles just starting his 24th lap as he crossed the 
line when the power ebbed away. Good news for Macaully however as he and Barrier Bashers’ 
teammate Liam jumped up two positions to third, 8.5 points back in the Team Championship. 
 

Tom Gray couldn’t get his Group A BMW to perform nearly as well in the Sprint Race as the two 
Endurance Races as he finished in his worst position of the year 27th, only his second result of the 
year outside the top ten. His 22.7 laps was half a lap ahead of Dave Trantom who made it five 
28th place finishes from his last six starts! Four tenths of a lap behind Dave was José Borges with 
also his lowest result of the year 29th, with James Wardle taking 30th, Simon Rankin 31st and 
Andy Mason becoming our 13th Wooden Spoon winner of the year in 32nd.  
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Angus, cleaning tyres at Parc Ferme, struggled with entering the pits for some reason. His 
best Endurance Race finish was 14th with a 7th in the Sprint Race without pit stops. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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 James took 25th, 26th & 26th          Ted improved from 24th to 13th  
 

    
 

Dave’s took three 28th place finishes, Simon 30th, 29th & 31st, while José was best with a 23rd  
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Group ‘F’ only ran in the Sprint Race – Daniel, Phil & Steve 
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Friends Nick & James where James won the rivalry with a best of 19th, Nick 20th  
 

   
 

Dan matched his best ever finish of 6th in Round 15 while Anthony took a best of 12th  
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Simon continues to lead both the Endurance and Sprint Race Championships 
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Richard continues to lead the 70+ Group Challenge and moves into the lead  
of the Group Challenge 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Catalunya 
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The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya was built in 1991 and began hosting the Spanish 

Grand Prix that same year. Construction also coincided with the Olympic Games scheduled to take 
place in Barcelona the next year, where the circuit acted as the start and finish line for the road 
team time trial cycling event. The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya should not be confused with the 
Montjuïc circuit, which hosted the Spanish Grand Prix four times between 1969 and 1975 and, 
unlike the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, is actually located within the city of Barcelona. 
 

Because so much testing is done at this circuit, Formula One drivers and mechanics are extremely 
familiar with it. This has led to criticism that drivers and mechanics are too familiar with Catalunya, 
reducing the amount of on-track action. 
 

When first used, overtaking was frequent as cars could follow closely through the last two corners 
and slipstream down the long straight. As aerodynamic balance became more critical, this 
overtaking method drastically decreased as the cars were unable to follow each other through the 
fast final corner due to turbulence created by the leading car.  The 2007 season saw the first of the 
two final sweepers replaced with a slow chicane to reduce speeds through the final corner, where 
serious accidents could occur, and in an effort to improve overtaking. 
 

This is the circuit we are running. 
 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 
 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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