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Front Cover: Liam Smith had his best result of 2026 in the Monaco F1 Club Night  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
A first Pole since December 2024! We thought after 

taking Pole Liam Smith would then go on to take his first win 
in over eight years, but it wasn’t to be as Reuben Litherland 
took back-to-back wins to deny Liam the chance of glory. 
Congrats to both for fine performances though. 
 
Congratulations also to Angus Smith for becoming the sixth 
different Master winner in 2026, Jim Crunden for taking his 
second Early Parents’ win and to Jenson Woodhouse for 
finally cracking the first step of the Junior podium this year! 
 
Having run our new Monaco upstairs last year it was a bit of 
a squeeze in the Conference Room, and we had to separate 
the racers either side of Race Control due to the box in the 
ceiling on one side. This did make it a little difficult to see the 
hairpin from Red and Blue hand controller points, but 
everyone managed very well.  
 
We hadn’t used the “Tunnel” during the build, which Chris 
Bowles questioned when we put the pictures out on the 
WhatsApp group. Luckily Phil Rees knew where it was, so 
we fished it out before the racing started just to add a little 
more jeopardy to the racing! 
 
Phil and I ran our first Corporate event of the year on 
28Feb26, see Page 5. It turned to chaos at the end but was 
great fun. Thanks Phil. 
 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7571 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 757 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Liam Smith  SU, RC, PA & Locking Up  Gordon Reynolds Marshalling & PA 
Leo Sismey Setting Up    Luca Whittaker Marshalling    
Jim Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marsh & PA  Charlie Youart Marshalling 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, Marsh & PA   Angus Smith Marshalling & PA 
Dan Hughes-Dowd RC & Marshalling   JJ Hughes-Dowd  Marshalling 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Colin Blake Marshalling & Packing Away Max Blake  Marshalling 
Chris Bowles Marshalling & Packing Away Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Mike Graham Marshalling    Jimmy Graham Marshalling 
  

2. Albie, Chester & Louie’s birthday celebrations 
 

Thank you so much to Amy and Nathan Longden for inviting us to run a track again at their sons’ 
Albie, Chester and Louie’s birthday party at the John Fretwell Sporting Complex near Mansfield 
on 28Feb26. With 65 young children there Phil Rees and Nick Sismey turned the power down so 
all could race flat out. Everything went great, with young Fred Perry (not the Wimbledon 
champion!) again taking over Race Control! It wasn’t until we were inundated with ball pit balls at 
the end of the day when everything turned to chaos     . We gave as good as we got though! 
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Birthday boys 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 757:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      306 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        58   Luca Whittaker        32 
Reuben Litherland   38        Dan Hughes-Dowd    24   JJ Hughes-Dowd       24   
Andrew Woodhouse 22        Jenson Woodhouse  22   Stuart Gray        11 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       306 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       231  
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Round 06  
  

 Monaco – F1 
 

10th March 2026 

 

Race Report 
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Reuben Litherland again managed Parc Ferme before taking back-to-back wins having 
won the GC Club Night at Cadwell Park three weeks earlier. Colin Blake took 11th. 
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Gordon Reynolds took his first Final win of the year and 10th overall. 
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Reuben goes back-to-back! 
 
 

‘A’ Final. – Reuben Litherland started his Monaco evening the same way he finished his Cadwell 
Park evening three weeks previous, with a win! On our second visit to this configuration of the 
Monte Carlo track, with a proper hairpin, Reuben’s 18.8 laps in the ‘A’ saw him break his own F1 
laps record set on 11Mar25 by 1.7 laps. His third win of the year gave him his ninth career victory, 
with his 18.8 laps giving him his 7th (3rd) best race laps in the Adults.  
 

Liam Smith continues to produce some excellent results with his F1 which, started at the end of 
2025 and continues into 2026. He took his first Pole position since DHORC 718 on 10Dec24 at 
Zandvoort, and we were so hoping he would take his first win since DHORC 192 on 24Feb18 on 
the Rockingham Infield, which he loved. However Reuben was just too strong for him in the ‘A’ with 
Liam taking his best result of 2026 and his third second place finish in his last seven starts. His 
next win can’t be far away! As well as taking the Pole record, as this was the first time we had run 
double Finals on this config, Liam also took his 10th (2nd) fastest lap beating Angus Smith’s 8.77 
seconds set last year with an 8.59. These were Liam’s eighth and ninth track records. In winning 
the ‘B’ Final it was reigning double Champion Angus’ first Final win of the year as he finished in 
third 1.2 laps behind Liam. 

 
 

Chris Bowles had taken third on the grid but struggled to match the other three in the last 3-minute 
F1 race of the night taking fourth, 0.8 laps in arrears of Angus. 

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 
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Jim Crunden took Pole and then his second Early Parents’ win of the year. 
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‘B’ Final. – Denis Latham continues to feel at home well inside the top ten with his best result of 
the year, fifth. While he was nearly a second slower than Angus and lost out on an ‘A’ Final placing 
by 2.2 laps he was able to keep Final winner extraordinaire Lewis Blacker at bay by 0.4 laps. 
Lewis moved up from 10th on the grid to take sixth thanks to two racers ahead of him on the grid 
being in the Early Parents’ Final, beating one racer ahead of him in the ‘C’ and one in the ‘B’.  
 
Having taken his first win for nearly 18 months in the F1 Club Night at Cadwell Park Lee Pateman 
took sixth on the grid but struggled to find any form in the ‘B’ dropping 3.2 laps to Lewis finishing in 
seventh. 
 
‘C’ Final. – Nick Sismey was able to lap 0.4 seconds quicker than Lewis in the ‘C’ mainly down to 
his speed down the straight but his lack of consistency through the very tight Monaco bends saw 
him lose out by seven tenths of a lap to take eighth. The record seven time winner in the Principality 
was well off the pace overall.  
 
Stuart Gray jumped from 11th on the grid to finish ninth two laps down on Nick while Gordon 
Reynolds took his first Final win of the year, the ‘D’, to finish another two laps back in tenth. 
 
‘D’ Final. – Colin Blake, wearing his latest bucket hat from the UK Open darts event at Minehead, 
Somerset, couldn’t match Gordon here giving away half a lap come the flag, taking 11 th, despite 
virtually matching him on lap times. 

 
Early Parents’ ‘E’ Final. – Jim Crunden made the most of the absent Championship leader Steve 
Whittaker by taking the win in the first of the two Early Parents’ Finals at Monaco. He certainly 
didn’t have it all his own way however as Pole sitter and reigning double Early Parents’ Champion 
Andrew Woodhouse matched him lap after lap, tenth after tenth right through to the flag, Jim 
winning by the length of the tunnel, with both cars finishing on 14.5 laps! 
 
Dan Hughes-Dowd, who shared the 2025 Championship with Andrew, took third here and 14 th 
overall 1.4 laps behind our top two with Mike Graham returning after a sabbatical at Cadwell Park 
to take 15th, his car unfortunately coming to a stop after 5.1 laps. 
 
 
 
 
 

Angus makes it six winners from six starts in 2026! 
 

Angus took his first Masters win of the year to make it six different winners from six starts. Gordon’s 
first Final win of the year saw him take second with Nick in third, Stuart taking fourth in a very 
reduced field. 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Jenson Woodhouse took his first Junior win of the season. 
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Jenson breaks down the JJ blockade! 
 

‘A’ Final. – Jenson Woodhouse was the first Junior to beat reigning double Champion JJ 
Hughes-Dowd to the top step of the podium in 2026 in the F1 Club Night. We all thought, with JJ 
taking his sixth straight Pole of the year and eighth consecutive, taking him to a record equalling 
(with Reuben) 61st Junior front grid slot, it would just be a matter of him converting this into his 
seventh straight win of the year. However car problems on his third lap saw him retire from 
proceedings leaving him in fourth, his worst result since his eighth at the dhorcingham oval in 
Jul’25. 
 

Jenson therefore took his first win of the year and the 11th in his 82 Junior Club Nights to date. He 
beat friend Jimmy Graham by exactly three laps and ‘B’ Final winner Luca Whittaker by 4.1 laps, 
with JJ’s car already in his race box by the time the flag dropped. JJ did however record his 12 th 
straight fastest lap taking him to 56 (6) with his 9.41 second lap beating his 9.78 set in the 2025 
race. He also made it 57 (6) best race laps with his eighth in a row. 

 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Both Max Blake and Baxter Crunden, like Jimmy, missed the Cadwell Park Club 
Nights. While Jimmy took second upon his return Max would take fifth and Baxter sixth. Max was 
just 0.4 laps behind the ‘A’ Final destined Luca with Baxter half a lap further back in sixth. 
 

Charlie Youart brought up the rear finishing the first set of Finals in seventh. 
 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Jimmy Graham returned after missing Cadwell Park to take his best result of the year, 2nd. 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Luca Whittaker won through from the Junior ‘B’ to take 3rd. 
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Junior ‘B’ – winner Luca, Max Blake (5th), Baxter Crunden (6th) & Charlie Youart (7th). 
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Junior ‘A’ – Jimmy (2nd), JJ Hughes-Dowd (4th), winner Jenson & Luca 3rd. 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Early Parents’ ‘E’ – Dan Hughes-Dowd (14th), Andrew Woodhouse (13th), winner Jim (12th) 

& Mike Graham (15th). 
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Adult ‘D’ – Colin (11th) 
& winner Gordon 
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Lewis Blacker, together 
with Dan, ran Race 

Control winning the ‘C’ 
Final & finishing 6th  
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Adult ‘C’ – Gordon (10th), Nick Sismey (8th), winner Lewis 
 & Stuart Gray (9th) 
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Adult ‘B’ – Lewis (6th), winner Angus Smith, Denis Latham (5th) & Lee Pateman (6th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Angus (3rd), winner Reuben, Liam Smith (2nd) & Chris Bowles (4th) 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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