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Front Cover: Baxter Crunden (son), Jim Crunden (dad) & Jim Dudley (step grandad)  

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
It’s a High 5 for Reuben Litherland after he became 

only the fourth Adult racer to achieve five consecutive 
victories, with both races at Long Beach going his way. Will 
he become only the third Member to take six wins in a row? 
 

Congratulations to him together with Mike Gretton for taking 
his second Masters’ win of the year, Jim Crunden taking his 
fourth Early Parents of 2026 and Baxter Crunden for his first 
Junior win since Jul’25.  
 

Having run the majority of the same tracks in 2025 and 2026 
it’s time for a change in 2027. Well for 14 of the current tracks 
that is as we will keep the new Donington Park and 
Jacarepagua together with the banked Nationaal Zandvoort 
and eight-lane routed dhorcingham oval circuits. The first one 
of the new year will be Laguna Seca, and as shown on Page 
5 Stuart Gray, Phil Rees and I have already carried out a 
test build to try out the famous Corkscrew simulation as well 
work out the inclines. 
 

While Phil and I both chose Laguna Seca, I then suggested 
another six of the 14, Phil the remaining seven. The first one 
on Phil’s list is the Japanese Tokachi Speedway, and on 
Nick’s, USA’s Arlington, both shown on Page 9. More to 
come. 
 

There are four weeks until the next evening, where we are at 
Zandvoort up on the Mezzanine on 28Apr26. Hopefully 
before then we will have run our Gazebo track at the British 
Touring Car Championship over the weekend of 18/19Apr26 
 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7601 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 760 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA 
Liam Smith  SU, RC & Packing Away  Gordon Reynolds Marshalling & PA 
Mike Gretton SU, Marshalling & Packing Away Matt Blood  Marshalling 
Ryan Goodere SU, Marshalling & Packing Away Luca Whittaker Marshalling    
Jim Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marsh & PA  Charlie Youart Marshalling 
Lewis Blacker  Spares, RC, Marsh & PA   Angus Smith Marshalling & PA 
Andrew Woodhouse Marshalling   Jenson Woodhouse Marshalling 
Ellis Woodhouse Marshalling    Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Jim Dudley  Marshalling & Packing Away 
  

2. Laguna Seca circuit Test Build – 18Mar26 
 

Stuart Gray, Phil Rees and I had a test build of our first track of 2027, the Laguna Seca circuit in 
California, USA. This included the famous Corkscrew using the downhill pieces we had made way 
back in the 1990s which had been attached to a wooden structure thanks to Stuart.  
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Once built we ran both F1 and GC cars to check they could negotiate the drop and they ran well. 
It will be amazing to see four cars racing and negotiating this iconic set of curves next year. Thanks 
for your time Phil and Stuart. 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 760:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      309 Club Nights   Lewis Blacker        61   Luca Whittaker         35 
Reuben Litherland   41        Andrew Woodhouse  25   Jenson Woodhouse  25   
Stuart Gray        14      Lee Pateman         10   Charlie Youart         10 
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Phil Rees      710 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       309 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       232  
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3. New Tracks 2 & 3 for 2027. 
 

The following two tracks will be run in Evenings two and three next year. Eleven more new 
tracks to be revealed! 
 

 
 

 
Nick Sismey 
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Round 09  
  

 Long Beach – GC 
 

31st March 2026 

 

Race Report 
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Reuben Litherland continues to dominate with his fifth win in a row, only the fourth Adult 
to achieve this. He also continues to lead the Championship. 
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Jim Crunden took his 4th Early Parents’ win of the year and continues to lead the Early 
Parents’ Championship. He also set a PB. 
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Reuben bangs in 5 wins on the bounce! 

 

‘A’ Final. – Reuben Litherland can’t stop winning in 2026, with his fifth straight win in the Adults, 
equalling his achievement in the Juniors! His 12th career win, half of them in 2026, came after 
beating Pole sitter Angus Smith by exactly a lap, despite the latter lapping considerably quicker, 
4.18 seconds to 4.54. With his 100th Pole in his 250th Club Night, Angus became the fourth 
centurion to reach this goal, with Lee Pateman, in third here, seven laps back, clearly in the lead 
with front row starts on 133 to date. Angus’ 73.3 laps to take Pole actually beat Lee’s 28Jun22 
record of 73.0 laps. Continuing the theme, in his 650th Club Night Lee also took a record 295th 
fastest lap, his first since 30sep25 at Pukekohe, while Angus took his first best race laps of the 
year to take him to 99.  
 

With Reuben taking his 4th and 5th consecutive wins at Long Beach he extends his Championship 
lead over Lee from 20 to 41 points, and with Lee taking 2nd and 3rd place finishes he increases 
his lead over third placed Nick Sismey, who only finished sixth here, from 37 to 54 points. Lewis 
Blacker joined the three podium sitters in the ‘A’ having won through from the ‘B’, exactly two laps 
behind Lee. All four cars finished on the same piece of track as shown on Page 41. 

 

 
 

 ADULT REPORT GC Finals GC Finals 
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Mike Gretton took his second Masters win of the year and set a PB. 
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‘B’ Final. – Liam Smith couldn’t take two ‘B’ Final wins in a row, despite lapping slightly quicker 
than Lewis, as the latter made his way to his second ‘A’ Final appearance of the year by 2.2 laps. 
In sixth behind Liam by 1.2 laps was Nick who had shared sixth on the grid with Lewis on 53.3 laps, 
Nick getting the better lane choice with the best race laps score. Little did it help him! 
 
Denis Latham won through from the ‘C’ to take seventh, having qualified on the same laps as 
Liam, 52.7 laps a piece, to secure joint eighth on the grid, but Liam went straight into the ‘B’ thanks 
to his better race laps’ score. Despite taking fourth in the ‘B’, 4.6 laps back, Denis’ 2.5 Final points 
took him into sole lead of the Final Challenge Championship with Lewis and Nick in joint second, 
just a point back. 
 
‘C’ Final. – Matt Blood took his best grid position with tenth beating his 11th set way back when 
on 18Sep12 at Silverstone. Dropping 1.5 laps to Denis despite lapping 0.17 seconds a lap quicker, 
Matt moved up two positions to eighth at the flag. Stuart Gray couldn’t quite match his eighth place 
finish in F1 taking ninth in GC, his third ninth place finish in the last four starts. While he finished in 
a different post code to Matt, 4.5 laps back, he was able to put 1.5 laps between himself and ‘D’ 
Final winner Mike Gretton who took his third straight tenth place finish. His 25.2 laps giving him 
the ‘D’ win was the 11th best race laps score of the evening, beating his 12th at Interlagos on 
27Jan26. Otherwise he had been very consistent with a 20.9, a 20.9 and a 20.4 laps in his other 
three races, the latter here in the ‘C’. 
 
‘D’ Final. – Ryan Goodere’s first run with his GC car bought him 11th on the leaderboard, two 
places better than his F1 result. He lost 1.7 laps to Mike but gapped Gordon Reynolds by 0.6 
laps, their lap times almost matching with Ryan recording a 6.11, Gordon a smidgen quicker with 
a 6.10 second lap as he finished in 12th. While Gordon matched his F1 result Jim Dudley went the 
opposite way to Ryan, from 11th to 13th here, nine tenths of a lap behind Gordon.  
 
Early Parents’ ‘E’ Final. – Jim Crunden had qualified an incredible fourth overall, equalling his 
best grid position to date. Fellow Early Parent Andrew Woodhouse took fifth on the grid, but a 
tenth further back. Had they been running in the later Finals one of them could well have made an 
‘A’ Final appearance. In the ‘E’ it was again just a tenth separating the two, Jim on 30.0, Andrew 
on 29.9 laps, so closely matched are they! Just 16 feet separated them after nine minutes of racing! 
Jim also set the fourth fastest lap of the Club Night beating his fifth on 22Jul25 at the dhorcingham 
oval. He continues to lead the Early Parents by 2 points as both he and Andrew scored the same 
points in California. They were the only two representatives of the five contending the 
Championship therefore Dan Hughes-Dowd remains in third but the gap increases from 9 to 48 
points. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike doubles up on wins in 2026 
 

Mike took his second win of the year from Angus with Gordon, Nick and Stuart all sharing third 
while Jim took sixth.  
 
Nick continues to lead Stuart by 3.0 points in the Masters’ Championship as both recorded the 
same points haul in California. Jim and Angus move into joint third another 2.5 points back. 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Lewis Blacker and Denis Latham both won Finals in GC with the latter leading this year’s 
Final Challenge Championship, a point ahead of the reigning Champion Lewis alongside 

Nick Sismey. Angus Smith took his 100th Pole in his 250th Club Night! 
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Baxter gets back to winning ways! 
 

‘A’ Final. – Baxter Crunden was back atop the podium for the first time since his inaugural win in 
the F1 V-Jet race at the dhorcingham oval on 22Jul25. His second career victory followed his 
second Pole, also set at dhorcingham last year but in the Bulldog GC Club Night. Not only did he 
take Pole, but he also beat Lewis Bowles track record of 48.7 laps, set on 28Jun22, scoring 49.4 
laps in his six-minutes of Qualifying. Baxter’s Pole gap to Jenson Woodhouse was 0.2 laps, twice 
that of their dad’s gap above. That grew to 2.3 laps in the ‘A’ although Jenson took his 7 th (2nd) 
fastest lap and 12th (2nd) best race laps thanks to his Yellow Lane run in Qualifying, both back-to-
back results. 
 

Luca Whittaker also took back-to-back results with two third place finishes on the West Coast, 
trailing Jenson by 5.2 laps. Ellis Woodhouse moved up from the ‘B’ to take on older brother 
Jenson, Baxter and Luca. The closest he got was to Luca as he closed out the ‘A’ in fourth for the 
third time in succession. 
 

With the absence of the reigning double Junior Champion and former 2026 Championship leader 
JJ Hughes-Dowd, Jenson took advantage to go from a 36 point deficit in second place to a 56 point 
lead. Luca remains in third 60 points back. 
 

Jenson also continues to lead the Final Challenge by half a point, but from Baxter this time (JJ 
dropping from second to fifth) while Luca again remains in third, but his deficit increases from 1.5 
to 3.0 points. Ellis now joins Luca in third thanks to his GC ‘B’ Final win 

 

 
 

‘B’ Final. – Charlie Youart gave Ellis a good run for his money here taking back-to-back fifth place 
finishes, his fifth of the year! 
 
Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Baxter Crunden took his second Pole and victory, while new kid on the block Ryan 
Goodere finished 11th in GC two places better than his F1 run. 

 

 
 

Ellis Woodhouse won the Junior ‘B’ finishing in 4th, Charlie Youart in 5th  
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Luca Whittaker took back-to-back third placed finishes at Long Beach 
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Gordon Reynolds took back-to-back 12th placed finishes, Lee Pateman took a record 295th 
fastest lap in his 650th Club Night finishing 3rd, while Liam Smith took a 5th here following 

a 4th in F1. Parc Ferme below. 
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Junior ‘B’ – Charlie (5th) and winner Ellis 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Junior ‘A’ – Ellis (4th), winner Baxter, Jenson Woodhouse (2nd) and Luca (3rd) 
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Early Parents’ ‘E’ – Winner Jim (14th) and Andrew Woodhouse (15th) 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Adult ‘D’ – Ryan (11th), Jim Dudley (13th), winner Mike and Gordon (12th) 
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Adult ‘C’ – Mike (10th), Matt Blood (8th), winner Denis and Stuart Gray (9th) 
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Adult ‘B’ – Denis (7th), Nick Sismey (6th), winner Lewis and Liam (5th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Lewis (4th), Angus (2nd), winner Reuben and Lee (3rd)  
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All four ‘A’ Final cars finished on the 8th tenth, but laps apart. 
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Qualifying Groups and Podiums 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Zandvoort 
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Circuit Zandvoort known for sponsorship reasons as CM.com Circuit Zandvoort, and 

previously known as Circuit Park Zandvoort until 2017, is a 4.259 km (2.646 mi) motorsport 
racetrack located in the dunes north of Zandvoort, Netherlands, near the North Sea coast line. It 
returned to the Formula One calendar in 2021 as the location of the revived Dutch Grand Prix. 
 

Our track is the Nationaal Circuit, which includes two thirds of the F1 track, with Phil Rees’ excellent 
banked sections. 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 
 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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