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Front Cover: Victor, Chris and Jag enjoying life at the final turn.  
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Please find the three Race Reports covering the 

Fortaleza evening here in Part 2 of this magazine.  
 
 

Nick Sismey 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Edwards,  
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Fortaleza 
                           

 
 

26th May 2026 

Race Report 

Round 21  
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Victor de Oliveira dominated the two 15-minute Endurance Races. 
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Daniel Kalyan was again the first to marshal in the most difficult places. 
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Andy Mason was the only racer on Tuesday to set a PB. He qualified 19th for Round 21 
beating his 22nd on 31Jan26 at Monza. 
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          Victor’s victory despite a 1 lap penalty 
 

Victor de Oliveira didn’t let a one-lap penalty prevent him from taking back-to-back Endurance 
Race wins. He took the first ever win at our all new 140’10” Autódromo Internacional Virgílio Távora 
at Eusébio, based near Fortaleza, in Brazil. We call it Fortaleza for short! This went with his 15-
minute race win last time out at our quickly thrown together Autodromo di Franciacorta, thanks to 
a sudden change in venue at our previous home.  
 

Victor’s record 63rd win and 9th of 2026, with his Aston Martin, was 2.8 laps ahead of Martin 
Thorpe’s Porsche 911 with which the latter took a hattrick of second place finishes and a seventh 
straight Group ‘B’ win. The gap would actually have been 3.8 laps had Victor not been carrying a 
one-lap penalty. Victor’s 87.5 laps without the penalty would stand as the track record for the night. 
Steve White was also carrying a one-lap penalty but that didn’t affect his result in third as his 
Porsche 911 was 1.3 laps behind Martin. Second and third for M&S teammates strengthened their 
lead in the Team Group Championship. 
 

 
 

Victor recorded his 75th (12th) Pole position back on 05May26 during the Test night with a time of 
7.992 seconds (the only racer to go under 8 seconds), his eighth straight Pole. He shaved just two 
thousandths of a second off that time during the race, his record 85th (14th) and 11th straight 
(equalling his own record) fastest lap leaving the track record at 7.990 seconds. With Victor’s Late 
Comers Racing teammate Chris Cooper in fourth, 1.9 laps behind Steve, with his McLaren, it was 
incredible to see two teams already dispensed with!  
 

José Borges led home Group ‘C’ in fifth with back-to-back Group wins, just one place above his 
best ever finish. His blue DTM Audi R8 was a mere 0.3 laps behind Chris, finishing on 80.2 laps, 
the last of the 80+ lap finishers. We had four Group winners in the top six with Phil Rees steering 
his heavy Mustang ahead of the 13 other cars recording 70+ laps to take Group ‘D’. Angus 
Smith’s orange McLaren was half a lap back in seventh, just a tenth separating him and the BMW 
of Tom Gray on 78.8 laps. With two racers in the 78’s we had three in the 77’s. 
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Fighting talk between Chris Cooper and Terry Mullen! 
 

Did you see 
how I took 

Steve Whittaker 
out in Turn 1 of 

the 1st lap? 

I did, watch 
me behind 

Nick Sismey! 
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Andrew Staniec’s Porsche 911 was exactly a lap behind Tom but two tenths ahead of Lewis 
Blacker’s Ferrari 488 on 77.8 and 77.6 laps respectively. Steve Whittaker’s time would come 
later, his Corvette showing its speed with the fourth fastest lap of the race as it finished in 11 th 
another half a lap back. With five cars in each Group, Steve would close out Group A first. 
 

Anthony Mitro was back with his Porsche 911 after missing the Autodromo di Franciacorta 
evening in April, taking his fourth 12th place finish of the year. Jag Kalyan joined him on 76+ laps, 
three tenths back, his Audi R8 on 76.2 laps to Anthony’s fellow Porsche SC owned car on 76.5 
laps. As has become the norm recently, Jag and Daniel Kalyan were closely matched again on 
Tuesday with Daniel’s KFC liveried Audi R8 following his dad’s Red Bull sponsored car home in 
16th, 1.4 separating the two. Richard Booth took his third Group win of the year, this time the E, 
his McLaren finishing on the same lap as Daniel but two tenths back on 74.6 laps. Ted Whittaker’s 
Audi R8 set the 11th fastest lap but finished 16th on 74.8 laps as he looks to get back to his winning 
ways following his first victory at Bathurst last year! 
 

 
 

Stuart Gray’s Ferrari was the 12th car to finish between 70 and 80 laps, his 72.0 laps beating 
fellow 70+ Group Challenge contender Terry Mullen and his BMW by nearly a lap, as he finished 
on 71.1 laps. Macaully Dutson’s Iron Dames Ferrari looked great on the track, Macca taking 19th, 
a tenth further back, as he took a break from Race Control and collecting the tenth scores. Nick 
Sismey and his Gulf Porsche had a mare of a race. Immediately the hand controller was given full 
thrust as the Group ‘B’ race started the extension piece fitted to the lever fell off. He tried to run 
without it, but it was impossible. Therefore having to pit and ask Phil to fix the problem took time 
and he dropped places like a stone. Closing out the top 20 and Group ‘B’, 1.6 laps behind Macaully 
he was just looking forward to the next race. His car was quick enough taking the 10th fastest lap, 
he just needed some better luck. 
 
Running effectively 13th on the grid in C1 Liam Smith’s Pink Pig Porsche 911 was also well down 
on its potential in 21st, only Colin Blake’s Audi R8 behind him in the Group as he took 23rd, exactly 
a lap behind. In between these two was James Bowles, his Porsche 911 closing out Group ‘D’, a 
tenth ahead of Colin and nine tenths of a lap behind Liam’s Porsche, which saw three different 
liveried Nine Elevens line astern.  
 
Andy Mason was the only racer in Round 21 to set a PB. His previous best grid slot with his Ferrari 
was 22nd at Monza on 31Jan26, but here he took 19th. He converted that into a 24th place finish, 
2.2 laps ahead of Hawaiian shirted Dave Trantom whose equally colourful Porsche 911 took 25th 
making Dave our 16th different Wooden Spoon winner of the year! 
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Group ‘E’ – Andy, Dave Trantom, Macaully Dutson, Stuart Gray & Richard Booth 
 

 
 

Group ‘D’ – James Bowles, Daniel, Andrew Staniec, Jag Kalyan & Phil Rees 
 

 
 

Group ‘C’ – José Borges, Anthony Mitro, Colin Blake, Ted Whittaker & Liam Smith 
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Race Report 

 

Fortaleza 
                           

 
 

26th May 2026 

Round 22  



  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 15      

 
 

Macaully got stuck into Race Control, tenths updates and the results service 
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                Victor equals all-time Pole record! 
 
 

 
Victor de Oliveira again beat the win penalty system, on a 2-lap penalty here, to take both 
Fortaleza Endurance Race wins on Tuesday, which was his third straight main race victory and 
fourth win across both Endurance and Sprint races. Again Martin Thorpe took second, his fourth 
runner up position in a row and with it his 8th consecutive Group ‘B’ win! Prior to Victor’s record 
64th (10th) win his 76th (13th) Pole equalled the absent two time Champion Simon Goodlip’s all-time 
Carrera Digital front grid slot record! It was Victor’s 9th Pole in a row however he well succeeded 
that with his 12th straight fastest lap, taking another 0.005 seconds off his own track record set in 
the previous round, leaving it at 7.885 secs. Again his 86th (15th) fastest lap was an all-time record 
as was his 12th in row, beating his own 11 consecutive fastest laps. 
 

 
 

Victor’s 85.4 laps equated to 87.4 without the 2-lap penalty, just a tenth shy of his Round 21 record 
score. Martin added 0.8 laps to his previous score, finishing on 84.5 laps, leaving him less than a 
lap behind Victor. It was again a Steve in third but this time Steve Whittaker beating Steve White 
by a tenth 83.7 to 83.6 laps. Had Mr White not still been carrying a 1-lap penalty he would have 
moved up two places to second with a score of 84.6 laps. Dropping off the podium he is now clear 
of all penalty laps whereas Victor goes into the Fuji Speedway evening with a 3-lap penalty! 
 

With Victor taking both wins he moves from third to second in the Endurance Championship 
swapping places with Simon. However Steve continues to lead, extending the gap to second from 
49 to 69 points. 
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Group ‘B’ – Terry, Lewis Blacker, Nick Sismey, Martin Thorpe & Tom Gray 
 

 
 

Group ‘A’ – Chris, Angus Smith, Steve Whittaker, Victor & Steve White 
 

 
 

Ted also did a great job in one of the busiest marshalling posts 
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Tom Gray moved up three places to fifth on 83.5 laps, Angus Smith up a place to sixth on 81.6. 
We had six drivers surpassing 80+ laps this time as opposed to five in the earlier race. Nick 
Sismey made the biggest improvement however up 13 places to seventh thanks to 10.4 more laps 
finishing on 79.8. José Borges may have dropped out of the 80+ lap racers this time but again he 
dominated Group ‘C’ taking the Group win by 3.7 laps on 79.6 in eighth. Again he was one place 
ahead of the Group ‘D’ winner, which this time was Andrew Staniec taking his sixth Group win of 
the year, helping him maintain his lead in the 70+ Group Challenge. 
 
Jag Kalyan kept Andrew honest in the ‘D’ moving up three places to round out the top ten on 77.5 
laps, nine tenths behind Andrew. Terry Mullen shared the 78th lap with Jag, but he just passed 
the first tenth in 11th. Richard Booth’s back-to-back Group ‘E’ wins saw all five Group winners in 
the top 12 this time, three better than Round 21. Half a lap behind Richard, both on 76.4 laps in 
13th, were Macaully Dutson and Phil Rees, the former jumping six places the latter dropping six. 
Macaully’s Barrier Bashers’ teammate Liam Smith was also a six place mover, up from 21st in the 
last start to 15th, half a lap behind our pair above him. 
 

 
 
Daniel Kalyan couldn’t match his dad this time unfortunately, dropping two places to 16th despite 
a half lap improvement. However his 75.3 laps saw him take D4 again with another 3.0 points 
added to his Group Points and Team Group Points. He also nearly matched Jag on lap times 
though. Finishing on the same tenth but a lap back in 17th was Ted Whittaker dropping a place 
thanks to being just two tenths of lap further back than his first attempt of the evening, on 74.3. 
Stuart Gray also dropped a place to 18th, although he added 1.5 laps to his best total with 73.5 
this time. 
 
Anthony Mitro’s second run of the evening saw him drop seven places to 19th. However his drop 
was nothing compared to Chris Cooper who fell off the proverbial cliff, car problems seeing a 16 
place drop to 20th and the foot of Group ‘A’. On the other hand Dave Trantom was going in the 
other direction. After his first Wooden Spoon of the year he took 21st this time after with a 11.5 lap 
improvement. He was the 15th racer to record 70+ laps this time, one better than the 14 in Round 
21. Lewis Blacker also took a dive of 12 places to 22nd, his Ferrari also playing up. 
 
James Bowles had a hell of a race finishing on 66.6 laps, 1.2 laps better than earlier, dropping 
one place to 23rd with Colin Blake also dropping a position to 24th despite a 1.1 lap improvement 
to 66.4. Andy Mason became the sixth racer to take home two Wooden Spoons this year, having 
dropped a place and 2.1 laps compared to Round 21. 
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Tom & Colin did their fair share of marshalling in the centre of the track, the former taking 
a best finish of 5th, the latter 23rd. 
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Race Report 

 

Fortaleza (SR07) 
                           

 
 

26th May 2026 

Round 23  

Steve took his 1st Sprint 
Race win & 2nd career 
victory at Fortaleza.  
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Richard won all three Group ‘E’ Races with a best finish of 12th  
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                  Steve takes 1st Sprint Race Win!  
 
 

 
Steve Whittaker added his first 5-minute Sprint Race win to his 15-minute Endurance Race victory 
at Monza on 31Jan26, becoming our 14th Member to have at least two Carrera Digital wins in their 
portfolio. With 32.8 laps in the books after 300 frantic seconds of racing his margin of victory was 
eight tenths of a lap ahead of no less than three racers in second place, the first time we have 
seen this in 232 Club Nights! Victor de Oliveira would have taken his third straight Sprint Race 
victory but his 2-lap penalty, thanks to those two wins, restricted his lap score to 32.1 laps. He 
however goes into the record books with 34.1 laps as the track record. While he stays on a 2-lap 
penalty for the Fuji Sprint Race, Steve goes to a 1-lap penalty. 
 

Sharing second with Victor was “second place finishing and Group ‘B’ winning” guru Martin 
Thorpe, in his 200th race start. He made it five straight second place finishes and six for the year, 
with nine straight Group B wins and 11 for the year, only Victor beating him with 12 Group ‘A’ wins 
in 2026. Steve White, Martin’s teammate in Team M&S, joined them both on 32.1 laps. His 
Porsche would finish the race underneath Victor’s Aston (See Page 29). That same Aston gave 
Victor a record 77th (14th) Pole, outgunning the absent Simon Goodlip’s tally for the first time, 
becoming the only Member to reach double figures in consecutive Poles, twice let alone once! He 
also took a record 13th consecutive fastest lap to extend his record there to 87 (16) 
 

 
a seventh place finish, his best of the year, took the Group ‘D’ win, his 6th Group win of the year. 
While he was 0.9 laps behind Nick, on 30.3 laps, there were three others who had also just 
surpassed 30 laps. José Borges took all three Group ‘C’ wins at Fortaleza, his last but a tenth 
behind Jag in eighth. José’s 25 Group points set the tone for the circuit, just like he had at the 
previous circuit, Autodromo di Franciacorta. As a result he moved him up from 18th to 9th in the 
Group Challenge. Also Just crossing the finish line for the 30th time were both Phil Rees and 
Angus Smith sharing ninth. 

Steve White continues lead the Sprint Race 
Championship standings. Victor however, 
by setting the fastest lap, has reduced the 
gap to Steve from 2.5 to 2.0 points. Simon 
Goodlip remains in third, now 30 points 
back as opposed to 11. Martin moves up 
from 5th to 4th, three points further back. 
Three of these four also figure in the Group 
Challenge. Victor leap frogged erstwhile 
leader Steve White to take a one point lead 
thanks to his two Endurance Race wins. 
Martin’s three Group ‘B’ wins from three 
starts moves him up from fifth to third, 
another point back. The top seven racers 
are covered by less that 10 points. 
 

Tom Gray equalled his previous round’s 
result with fifth, 0.3 laps behind this trio 
while Nick Sismey improved on his best  by 
one place to take sixth, with third in Group 
‘B’ again behind Tom, 0.6 laps the deficit, 
31.8 to 31.2.   
 

Jag Kalyan, following a 13th, 10th and now 
a seventh place finish, his best of the year, 
which resulted in the Group D win, his 6th 
Group win of the year. 
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Jag’s best finish was 7th, in the Sprint Race, where he also won Group D. 
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Another tenth back was Anthony Mitro with his best finish of the night in 11th. While there was 0.4 
laps between him and Lewis Blacker in 12th, climbing back up the rankings after his 22nd place 
finish in the previous round, there was again a tenth between the next two finishers. Lewis’ 29.5 
laps were followed home by Terry Mullen on 29.4 and Andrew Staniec on 29.3 laps. Terry could 
have been further up the road had a first corner first lap nudge by Mr Mullen’s BMW on Mr Sismey’s 
Posche not been retaliated upon, leaving his car needing help getting back to the track in the last 
turn! (It was the only corner I could catch him on – Nick). 
 

The top three 70+ Group Challenge racers found themselves bound together within 1.1 laps as 
former leader Richard Booth made it three straight Group ‘E’ wins on the night exactly a lap 
behind Terry in 15th matching his Round 21 finish. Thanks to his Group ‘C’ win in Round 22 reigning 
70+ Group Challenge Champion Andrew continues to lead the 70+ Group Challenge, however he 
only added one point to the gap over the returning Richard. Thanks to Richard taking all three 
Group wins the margin between these two is now 4.5 points. Terry, running in the highest Group 
of anyone in this Championship, remains in third but the gap extends from 13.5 to 19.5 points 
behind Richard. 
 

 
 

There was yet another tenth of a lap gap down to joint 16th place finishers Liam Smith and Ted 
Whittaker who also shared third in the ‘C’, 2.0 Groups points and 6.0 race points apiece. Daniel 
Kalyan was the fourth racer to complete 28 laps in this final race of the evening, just creeping over 
the line as the power ebbed away in 18th.  
 

We then had five cars starting their 28th lap with James Bowles the furthest round the 140’10” 
track, the 8th tenth in his mirrors, as he took his best result of the night in 19th, closing out Group 
‘D’ in all three Brazilian races. Dave Trantom was up very early the next day, travelling to Sicily 
and therefore after finishing in 20th on 27.7 laps, he and his Hawaiian shirt couldn’t be seen for 
dust! Good travels Dave! He led home fellow Group ‘E’ racers, Macaully Dutson on 27.4 laps and 
Stuart Gray on 27.3 laps. That made 15 racers in the Sprint Race no more than a tenth of a lap 
away from another racer so close is everyone now! 
 

Chris Cooper’s 4th in Round 21 seemed but a distant memory now as he followed hi 20th in Round 
22 with a 23rd here! He closed out Group ‘A’ while 1.6 laps further back Colin Blake closed out 
Group C in 24th with Andy Mason unfortunately taking back-to-back Wooden Spoons as well as 
closing out Group ‘E’ for the second time in Fortaleza. He becomes the leader of this prestigious 
award, being the only racer on three final place finishes this year, to date. 
 

We had to wait for Chris’ result before calculating the latest Team Group Challenge standings. 
Martin and Steve M&S team are still atop the pile however their lead has been slashed from 25.5 
points to 18.5 points. The slashing wasn’t done by Late Comers Racing however, but by the new 
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second placed team Segrob Ceinats consisting of José and Andrew. Thanks to José’s three Group 
wins and Andrew’s single win in Brazil they catapulted up from fifth to second, with aforementioned 
former second placed Late Comers Racing belonging to Chris and Victor now 1.5 points back in 
third. 
 

 
 

José had a great night, winning all three Group ‘C’ Races and taking home the most 
Group points of the evening (25) for the second meeting running. He jumps up from 18th 

to 9th in the Group Challenge thanks to those 46 points from two events! 
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Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Victor holds all of the track records at Fortaleza and moves into the lead of the Group 
Challenge for the first time. Stuart’s best finish was 17th & he lies 4th in both the 70+ Group 

Challenge and the Team Group Challenge alongside son Tom in Team Gray Hounds. 
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Phil, like everyone, fought through the heat, to run most of the races. He also won Group 
D in Race 21 with a best finish of 6th. Remarkable considering he was running a Mustang! 
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Victor’s Aston and Steve’s Porsche ended up in a pile at the end of the Sprint Race, both 
cars finishing in second. Chris’ McLaren was just pleased not to be caught up in the melee! 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Although he didn’t take a win Steve still leads the Endurance and Sprint Race Champs. 
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Andrew’s Group ‘D’ win in Round 22 enabled him to continue to lead the 70+ Group 
Challenge with a best finish of 9th twice at Fortaleza. 
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Martin took his fifth straight Group ‘B’ win, each in second place overall. He and Steve’s 
Team M&S continue to lead the Team Group Challenge. 
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https://www.smartrace.de/en/ again did a great job ensuring all 15 races ran perfectly. 
 
 

https://www.smartrace.de/en/


  22026 – Derby HO Racing Club’s 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 39      

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Members’ Statistics 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 

Fuji Speedway 
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Nestling in the foothills of Mount Fuji from which it takes its name, Fuji Speedway (富士スピー

ドウェイ) helped Japan burst onto the international racing scene as host of the country's first 

Formula One race, the epic 1976 title-decider.   
 

While the circuits forays into Grand Prix racing were short-lived (just two seasons in its original 
form and a further two following its expensive remodelling), it is sportscar racing that has made Fuji 
its home, with a popular round of the FIA WEC enduring to this day. 
 

Owned by Toyota, the circuit has naturally had a rivalry with Honda-owned Suzuka and today 
counts all of the major domestic championships as regular visitors. it was also a venue and finish 
for the cycling races in the delayed 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf 
 

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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