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Front Cover:  Simon Rankin quickly returns a car to the track  
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Part 2 covers the 3 races  and all the stats. 
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Race Report  

 

Okayama  
                           

 
 

7th July 2026 

Round 27  
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Victor de Oliveira took his 11 th win of the year in Round 2 7 and set a new track record in 
Round 2 8 with an 8.036 second lap . He goes into his next meeting with an unprecedented 

4-lap penalty!  
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Martin Thorpe continues to dominate Group B, taking all three wins at Okayama, with two 
podium finishes. He has won 12 out of the last 15 Group B races!  This has helped him 

extend his lead by a tidy margin in the Group Challenge.  
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Dave Trantom and Chris Cooper look on as Simon Goodlip replaces a car after re-coding  
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In-between Race Control etc Phil Rees took Group C in Round 27, with a best finish of 10 th  
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                Victor wins despite 3 lap penalty! 
 
 

After missing the Fuji-Speedway evening in the middle of June Victor de Oliveira  immediately 
took victory upon his return on DHORCôs 34th Anniversary, despite carrying a 3-lap penalty from 
his last three wins. His 11th victory of the year and record 65th career win came after his 78th (15th) 
Pole, with his 84.9 laps (before the three lap deduction) in the first 15-minute Endurance Race of 
the evening breaking his own track record of 84.4 laps set on 17Jun25. Classified with 81.9 laps 
his Aston Martin Vantage still beat Simon Goodlipôs Audi R8, which was carrying a 2-lap penalty, 
by 1.2 laps to also take his 13th Group A win of the year. Simon however was very quick, his fastest 
lap of 8.387 seconds lowering Victorôs track record of 8.467 seconds again set in Junô25. This was 
Simonôs 66th (9th) fastest lap. Victor was only 0.003 seconds slower however! 
 

Martin Thorpe  took his 12th Group B win of the year and 13th podium finish in third, his Porsche 
911 just two tenths behind Simon on 80.5 laps, the only three cars to surpass the 80 lap marker. 
With a capacity 30 racers on the grid for our two Endurance Races, Angus Smith ôs McLaren 720S 
led 17 cars covering between 70 and 80 laps, his 79.9 laps being eight tenths ahead of Endurance 
Championship leader Steve Whiteôs Porsche 911 in fifth. Steve Whittaker  and his BMW Z4, who 
won last time out, had to settle for sixth this time, our fifth Group A racer home, 0.6 laps behind 
Steve. 
 

 
 

Liam Smithôs Audi R8 was second to Phil in the C, 0.6 laps back while another 1.7 laps down the  

Jenson Woodhouse  and 
his Porsche 911 finished 
well above his station, 
(starting in D4 equalling 22nd 
on the grid based on his 
ranking), with seventh at the 
flag, nine tenths behind 
Steveôs BMW, taking his 
second Group win of the 
year on 77.6 laps. While 
Jenson opened Group D 
Tom Gray  closed out Group 
A with 77.1 laps, his BMW 
Z4 making it four German 
and two British marks in 
Group A. Chris Cooper , 
second in the B, made it 
three British cars in the top 
nine with his Cazoo 
McLaren 720S beating Phil 
Reesô American Ford 
Mustang (not a Camaro as I 
quoted in the last magazine 
ï Ed) by a tenth, 76.8 to 
76.7 laps. Phil would take 
the Group C win, his eighth 
Group win of the year.  
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Jenson Woodhouse took Group D wins in both Rounds 27 & 28 with a best finish of 6 th in 
his 2nd run . He moves up 14 places in the Ranking charts for the Watkins Glen evening!  
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road on 74.4 laps was Jag Kalyanôs Audi R8 in 12th, and third in the C. Nick Sismeyôs Porsche 
911 was also in third, third in the B on 73.5 laps which he nearly shared with Dave Edwardôs 
identical liveried Gulf Porsche 911 as he made it to 73.4 laps. Another Porsche 911 closed out the 
first half of our capacity grid, with Jame Wardleôs CarTech Motorsport Bonk sponsored RSR on 
the same lap two tenths back in 15th. While Jameôs was fourth in Group C, Ted Whittaker  was fifth 
again on 73 laps with his Audi R8, just ahead of the first tenth. He would open the second half of 
the Round 27 finishers in 16th. 
 

 
 
Stuart Grayôs McLaren 720S (not a Ferrari as I quoted in the last magazine ï Ed) led home two 
more Group D racers, in 17th, finishing third in the fourth Group on 72.8 laps. Fourth and 18th was 
Daniel Kalyanôs Audi R8, exactly a lap back with Richard Boothôs McLaren 720S taking 19th and 
fifth in the C on 71.5 laps. Lewis Blacker  joined Daniel and Richard on 71 laps, the first tenth in 
the rear view mirror of his Ferrari 488 as he made the top 20. Laura Edwards  was our last Group 
winner, the E, in 21st as her yellow Mercedes AMG made it two Group E wins in four races. She 
led home eight cars finishing between 60 and 70 laps. Starting from E6 she would take home a 
maximum 11 Group points! 
 
It was our seventh Porsche 911 in post-race Parc Ferme having taken 22nd, with James Bowles , 
closing out the D on 66.5 laps. On 65.3 laps was Simon Rankinôs Lamborghini Huracán as he 
followed Laura home in the E in 23rd. On the same tenth but a lap back was Jos® Borgeôs Audi 
R8 (not a Corvette as I quoted in the last magazine ï Ed) in 24th. He was the meat in a Group E 
sandwich as Mike Graham  took his new Mercedes AMG to third in the fifth Group two tenths 
behind our Portuguese friend, in 25th.  
 
Both Colin Blake  and his Audi R8 together with Terry Mullen  and his BMW Z3 closed out their 
respective Groups, Colin the C in 26th on 62.3 laps and Terry the B in 27th on 61.9 laps although 
my sources tell me he didnôt finish the race with the same car he started it with! The FIA have been 
informed! Lee Stokes , like Mike, was starting his fourth Club Night, his Porsche 911 leading home 
the last three racers in the E and in the field. His 61.7 laps took him to 28th and fourth in the E. Fifth 
in the E was Andrew Woodhouseôs Ferrari 488 while Dave Trantomôs identical Team Bernhard 
Porsche 911 to Leeôs was withdrawn after 34.0 laps taking his second Wooden Spoon of the year 
in 30th  
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Laura Edwards also took Group wins in both Round 27 & 28, the E, taking the maximum 
11 points in both, recording the most Group points at Okayama over the 3 Club Nights.  
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Race Report  

 

 

Round 28  

 

Okayama  
                           

 
 

7th July 2026 
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Simon made it eight wins for the year in Round 28 and broke the laps record at Okayama 
with 87.5 laps  
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                Simon 4th win from 5 start as records 

 tumble on our 34th anniversary 
 

 
Simon Goodlip  continues to rack up the wins in 2026 with his fourth from his last five starts leaving 
him on  8 for the year and 53 over the last four and a half years. In his 204th race start he recorded 
87.5 laps beating Victor de Oliveiraôs new record of 84.9 laps in the previous round. He also set 
a record 80th (10th) Pole leading up to his win. His winning margin would have been five laps had 
Simon not been carrying a 2-lap penalty (which becomes a 3-lap penalty going into Watkins Glen), 
however that was reduced to three ahead of ñMr Second Placeò, Martin Thorpe  who took his 13th 
Group B win of the year and his ninth second place finish. 
 

Victor, to his displeasure, held onto his 4-lap penalty by again finishing on the podium (you only 
lose a lap when you finish outside the top three), 1.1 laps behind Martin. Without his penalty he 
would have taken second, a tenth behind Simon. He did however take a record 88th (17th) fastest 
lap and broke Simonôs early record of 8.387 seconds by nearly doing a sub eight, with an 8.036 
second lap! 
 

 
 

Tom Gray  led the 16 racers in the 70 to 80 lap band, which was one less than the previous run. 
Jumping up two places Tom shared sixth with Jenson Woodhouse  who was having one of his 
surges back up the rankings! Both finishing on 79.3 laps, Jenson took the Group D win while Tom 
was fourth in the A. Fifth in the A was Steve Whittaker  just like in Round 27 however this time he 
dropped two places to eighth on 78.7 laps. Jag Kalyan  also completed 78.0 laps just passing over 
the finish line as SmartRace killed the power. 

The 15-min Endurance Race 
Championship leader Steve 
White  was half a lap outside 
the podium places this time, a 
one place improvement from 
Round 27. He maintains his 
lead however, even with 
Simonôs win here, which has 
reduced the gap to Steve 
from 86 to 54 points. Despite 
his win in Round 27 Victor 
dropped four points to Simon, 
now 51 points back in third. 
Liam Smith  had his best run 
of the night with fifth two 
tenths behind Steve on 80.7 
laps as he took Group C, his 
fifth Group win of the year. 
With three racers surpassing 
80 laps in Round 27, we had 
five in Round 28. 
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Liam Smith had a good night after helping set up , winning Group C in Round 28 with a 
best finish of 5 th. Not sure how many of his wife Sarahôs delicious 34th  Anniversary cup -

cakes he had but I know I had two!  
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Just before he crossed the line for the 78th time James Wardle  was a tenth behind Jag rounding 
out the first third of the grid, third in the C. Round 27 Group D winner Dave Edwards  dropped to 
second in his second run four, places behind Jenson in 11th, while 0.6 laps further back Angus 
Smith  closed out Group A dropping eight places to 12th. Stuart Gray  was the same number of 
positions below the halfway point of the field as he was above in the previous round, in 13 th, just 
two tenths of a lap behind our 2022 Champion. 
 
Terry Mullen  shared the 13 foot gap between the first and second tenth marker at Okayama with 
his mate Chris Cooper , however Terry managed an extra lap despite his mumblings, finishing on 
76.1 laps in 14th with Chris on 75.1 laps in 15th, second and third in the B. Lewis Blacker  made it 
a trio of Group B racers finishing on 74.9 laps in 16th. He was followed home by a couple of Group 
C racers, Ted Whittaker  hitting 74.6 laps and Phil Rees  73.8, Ted dropping a place, Phil eight! 
 

 
 
Richard Booth  led home the last three Group D racers, just a tenth separating him and James 
Bowles  in 19th and 20th with Daniel Kalyan  in 21st another 0.9 laps back on 71.1 in 21st. He was 
the last of the 70+ lappers. Nick Sismey  managed to run out of fuel and then missed the pits on 
his first attempt, then couldnôt refuel on the second attempt only to be successful on the third thanks 
to advice from Lewis. He suggested using only 10% throttle entering the pits and hey presto! Nick 
was the first of the 69+ lap racers on 69.7. 
 

Laura Edwards  made it back-to-back Group E wins and back-to-back maximum Group points 
scores (11) but dropped two places to 23rd as she became the biggest points contributor to her 
and Daveôs Crash Test Dummies Team. Mike Graham  and Andrew Woodhouse , both also in 
Group E, followed her in 24th and 25th , 0.2 and 0.8 tenths of a lap back respectively. Colin Blake  
took 26th again like he did in the previous race and again he closed out Group C, despite an 
additional 4.9 laps. 
 
Group E racer Lee Stokes  moved up a place to 27th thanks to a 3.9 lap improvement, taking back-
to-back fourth place finishes in the E, with 65.6 laps. Fifth in the E, dropping five places was Simon 
Rankin , although he was only nine tenths of a lap short of his Round 27 score, 64.4 laps this time. 
We were pleased to see that Dave Trantom  and his Porsche 911 was able to finish his race this 
time, however he only moved up one finishing place to 29th. It was unfortunately Jos® Borgesô 
turn to step down, his blue Audi R8 giving up the ghost after 11.1 laps. This was his second 
Wooden Spoon of the year. 
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Group E ï Laura, Simon Rankin, Lee Stokes, Dave, Mike Graham & Andrew Woodhouse  
 

 
 

Group D ï James Bowles, Daniel Kalyan, Jenson, Stuart Gray, Richard Booth & Dave Edwards  
 

 
 

Group C ï James Wardle, Colin Blake, Jag Kalyan, Liam, Phil & Ted Whittaker  
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Race Report  

 

 

Round 29  

 

Okayama  
                           

 
 

7th July 2026 
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Steve White continues to lead the Endurance and Sprint Championship after Okayama, with 
his eight wins , including three Sprint Race victories, his latest here in Japan. He also 

continues to lead the Team Group Challenge with Martin in Team M&S.  
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                      Steve takes 8th win thanks   

        to penalties  
 

Steve White  took his third Sprint Race win of the year and eighth Club Night win across both race 
categories to continue to lead both the Endurance and Sprint Championships, with 31 on the grid 
for our last race of the night. It was his first win since taking victory in the first Endurance Race of 
the evening at Autodromo di Franciacorta circuit on 14Apr26 where we had been demoted to build 
a track in the Pit Lane, at our previous venue. The act that saw our commando return to our former 
home in quick time. Despite his 31.7 laps in our 5-minute Sprint Race that gave him the win over 
Simon Goodlip  by 0.7 laps it was actually Simon who set the most Sprint Race laps of the night. 
Simon was just a tenth of lap behind the track record set by Angus Smith  on 17Jun25 but was 
carrying a 1-lap penalty after his last Sprint Race victory at Fuji-Speedway. Therefore his total laps 
minus the penalty was 32.0. 
 

 
 

Ted Whittaker  was next but a tenth back in ninth while the last race of the eveningôs top ten was 
closed out by Tedôs dad Steve Whittaker , two tenths of lap behind his son. Steve was carrying a 
1-lap penalty so his 28.5 could have been 29.5 that would have seen him finish in sixth. He was 
the only racer on the night to set a PB. His third on the grid beat his fourth at Sonoma Raceway 
on 20Jan26.  Both Dave Edwards  and Stuart Gray  shared 11th, the Group D win and 28.3 laps, 
both beating their best score at Okayama. This was Daveôs second Group win of the night and 
Stuartôs first of the year, meaning only two of our current 36 racers have failed to win a Group in 
2026! 
 

Surprisingly Victor de Oliveira , our reigning Sprint Race Champion was the last of the seven 
racers starting their 29th lap. His, an unlucky 13th place thanks to 28.2 laps. Like Simon and Steve 
he was carrying lap penalties, though his being 2 laps compared to their one. Without these two 
he would have been second. He, Steve White and Simon now all carry -1 into Watkins Glen while 
Steve Whittaker loses his as he fell outside the podium places like Victor. While he was languishing 
(for him) in 13th Victor had already secured his 79th (16th) Pole and a record 89th (18th) fastest lap. 

Tom Gray  had his best run of the evening 
making it an all Group A podium for the first 
time during this visit to Okayama. His 31.1 
laps beat triple Group B winner in Japan, 
Martin Thorpe , by two tenths of a lap as the 
latter finished on 29.9 in fourth. That was 12 
Group B wins for Martin from his last 15 
starts, increasing his lead in the Group 
Challenge as well as his and Steveôs M&S 
Teamôs lead in the Team Group Challenge. 
Both Chris Cooper  and Lewis Blacker  had 
their best runs of the night, Chris by five 
places and Lewis ten! They followed Martin 
home in the B on 29.6 and 29.2 laps in B2 
and B3. 
 

Angus dropped three places from his best 
score of the evening with seventh this time 
on 28.8 laps which he shared with Group C 
winner Jag Kalyan  making a two place 
improvement. We had seven races in all 
starting their 29th lap. 
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Tom Gray made the podium in the Sprint Race with third  
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With his third win of the year Steve White has increased his Sprint Championship lead from 20.5 
to 30.5 points but over Simon who leapfrogs Victor into second,  just a point separating these two. 
 

Richard Booth  and Phil Rees  shared 14th and 27.9 laps, giving them both third in their respective 
Groups, D and C. Next up was Liam Smith  who likes to keep close to Richard, two tenths 
separating the two. Martin extends his lead in the Group Challenge from just 1.5 to 9.5 points over 
M&S Teammate Steve who moves into second place, overtaking 2024 Champion Richard by 2.5 
points, with Liam another point back. I told you he likes to keep close! 
 

James Wardle , like Liam, was running solo at Okayama as his teammate was enjoying England 
thrashing India at Trent Bridge, although I had to tell him who won later in the week! James finished 
half a lap behind Liam in 17th, fifth in the C to Liamôs fourth. Andrew Woodhouse  was the fifth 
racer to complete 27 laps where the Control Unit would have been visible in his carôs rearview 
mirrors had they not fallen off. While Andrew was fifth in Group D Nick Sismey  was fourth in Group 
B on a night to forget in 19th on 26.9 laps. José Borges  meanwhile had to run his Pink Pig Porsche 
911 in the Sprint Race following failure of his Audi R8. Setting the first sub 10-second lap of the 
night he would finish in 20th two tenths behind Nick on the road as well as in the B. 
 

 
 

Taking 4 out of a possible 6 Group wins Martin (3 Group B wins) and Steve White's (1 Group A 
win) M&S Team extend their Team Group Challenge lead over Team Audistangôs Simon and Phil, 
who took a Group win a piece, by three points to 37.0 points. Richard and Nickôs Old Rollers Team 
move up to third from fourth, 10.5 points back. 
 

Andrew Staniec  was the only racer to be on Stand Down duty in Japan. However he kindly 
attended for the Sprint Race. Being the only racer in Group F he duly won the Group however we 
did put three of our newest drivers in the race with him to give him some competition. His 26.4 laps 
was enough to beat all three of them as he took his seventh Group win of the year and 40th since 
he joined the CD fray. Richard extends his pointsô lead over 2025 Champion Andrew in the 70+ 
Group Challenge from 12.5 to 16.5 thanks to Andrew only running in the 5-minute Sprint Race. 
Third placed Stuart, in third, made hay while the sun shone (and boy was it shining!) by nearly 
halving Andrewôs advantage over him, reducing it from 21.0 points to 11.5. 
 

With all of this talk about Andrew we have left out James Bowles  who matched Andrewôs laps 
score, joining him in 21st place. What a consistent run he had at Okayama with 22nd, 20th and 21st 
placed finishes. Behind these two was our final Group winner of the evening Andrew Woodhouse 
who also had to change cars from his Corvette to his Italian flag coloured Ferrari 488. Taking  
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Group B ï José Borges, Lewis Blacker, Nick Sismey, Terry Mullen, Martin & Chris  
 

 
 

Group A ï Steve Whittaker, Tom, Angus Smith, Steve, Simon and Victor  

Andrew Staniec was the only racer in Group 
F for the Sprint Race, taking home the win  
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Group E with 26.2 laps it was only his third Group win of the year after winning both Rounds 1 & 
2 in January. Terry Mullen  closed out Group B in 24th on 25.4 laps while Simon Rankin  followed 
Andrew home in the E exactly a lap back in 25th. 
 

Daniel Kalyan  closed out Group D in 26th the family rivalry between him and Jag going to dad this 
week. Danielôs 24.6 laps were followed closely behind by Dave Trantomôs 24.3 as he was the last 
of the main points scorers in 27th. Lee Stokes  completed his second CD evening, all the way from 
Scunthorpe with a 28th place finish with Laura Edwards  not able to make it three Group E wins in 
a row with 23.3 laps, as she finished fifth in the Group and 29th overall. She would still accumulate 
the most Group points on the night, 23.5. 
 

Colin Blake  closed out Group C on 23.1 laps with Mike Graham  taking his second Wooden Spoon 
in 31st on 22.7 laps. We covered 5,152.3 laps on the night and 128.8 miles as we celebrated our 
34th birthday. Thank you all.  
 

  
 

     Jag took Group C in the Sprint Race       Stuart made Group D his own in Round 29é.. 
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é.. well almost as he shared it with Dave        Group E was all Andrewôs in the Sprint 
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Best Results  
At This Circuit  

Everyoneôs 

 

What are my Best Scores?  
 
 

Who Have I Beaten?  
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Thumbs up for our 34 th Anniversary cup -cakes from José who took a best finish of 20 th in 
the Sprint Race.  
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Angus took a best of 4 th in the first race of the evening.  
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Championship  
Tables  

Those All Important        

Points!  
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Steve was very happy with his 6 th place finish in Round 29. He was also the only racer to 
set a PB at Okayama.  
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óThe Thinkerô Colin took 26th in both Endurance Races in Japan  
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Lee, all the way from Scunthorpe , has already completed 6 Club Nights , taking a best of 
27th  in Round 28  
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Dave also enjoyed his evening with a best result of 27 th  in the 5 -minute Sprint  



  22026 ï Derby HO Racing  Clubôs 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 41      



  22026 ï Derby HO Racing  Clubôs 35th Season - 20266 

 

Page 42      

 
 

Terry took his two cars to a best of 14 th in Round 28 while fellow 70+ racer Richard 
maintains his lead in the 70+ Group Challenge, with also a best of 14 th , but in the Sprint  
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