
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 3      

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

 
 

Front Cover: Ryan Goodere in marshalling heaven! 

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
A big DHORC welcome to Colt & Ferg,  our newest 

Members at DHORC. Colt Holland joined the Juniors and 
Ivor ‘Ferg’ Ferguson the Adults at Jarama. Please see Page 
5. They takes us to our 64th and 65th Members in 2026 which 
is quite incredible. Should the planets align our 66th will join 
us during the Carrera Digital Road America weekend on 
Fri/Sat 25/26Sep26. 
 

Congratulations to Lee Pateman for taking his 7th Adult win 
of the year, to Gordon Reynolds for his 3rd Masters 
alongside my 9th and to Luca Whittaker for his 4th Junior 
victory of 2026. 
 

Our incredible summer of Corporate events saw us back at 
Donington Park over the weekend of 22/23Aug26 at the 
second British Touring Car Championship meeting there this 
year. This was our penultimate summer event. Please see 
Page 7. Our last summer event at the Porsche 924’s 50th 
Anniversary held at Sandon Hall is covered in Magazine 
issue 778. Our first autumnal event is for the 1st Nanpantan 
Scouts group on the evenings of Tuesday/Wednesday 
22/23Sep26, which at present is our 13th and last Corporate 
event this year. 
 

I’m delighted to announce that we have a couple of HO 
articles from one of DHORC’s 81K Facebook followers Gene 
Shaw in this magazine and the next one, reflecting on his 
childhood growing up in Marina del Rey, California. Please 
see Page 20.  We have also been talking to Ralph Smith at 
Custom Tracks in Melbourne, Australia about some larger 
radius and smaller angled corners. Please see Page 17. 
 

Finally, Razor is back, please see Page 19!    Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7771 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 777 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA  Gordon Reynolds Marshalling & PA 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA Luca Whittaker Attending 
Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & Packing Away  Angus Smith Marshalling & PA 
Mike Graham Marshalling & Packing Away Colt Holland  Attending 
Chris Bowles Marshalling & Packing Away Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Lee Pateman Marshalling & Packing Away Colin Blake  Marshalling & PA 
Nick Jarram Marshalling & Packing Away Ivor Ferguson Marshalling & PA 
Ryan Goodere Marshalling & Packing Away 
 

2. Two New Members join us at Jarama! 
 

We were very pleased to welcome two new Members to DHORC at Jarama on Tuesday.  
 
Ivor (Ferg) Ferguson (right with Nick Jarram), the father of Nick’s wife Lauren’s friend, who joined 
the Adults and….. 
 
……Colt Holland (right with mum Kelly Holland), son of Nick Sismey’s son-in-law's sister Kelly, 
who joined the Juniors!  
 
Hope I got both of those correct! Welcome to the mad house Ferg and Colt our 64th and 65th 
Members of 2026. 
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3. Two Corporate evenings at 1st Nanpantan Scouts 
 

 
  

 

4. Gazebo 8-Lane track at Donington Park – BTCC – 22/23Aug26 
 

With thanks to José Borges, Ian Cowlishaw, Jim Dudley, John Lamb, Andy Mason, Phil Rees, 
Nick Sismey, Martin Thorpe, Caroline White, Steve White and Bill Whitehouse we had a terrific 
time at the British Touring Car Championship meeting at Donington Park over the weekend of 
22/23Aug26 with 563 racers on our 8-lane Tomy AFX Gazebo circuit. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

After the Gazebo and track being set up on Thursday night (See 
Magazine 776) , Nick and Angus Smith popped in on Friday to clean 
and tape the track and tape the barriers as Nick forgot to bring the tape 
box on Thursday. Once finished they were able to take a quick walk 
around the pits as shown over the next two pages. 

We were approached by 
the 1st Nanpantan Scout 
Group in Loughborough 
in February and have 
had several discussions 
re dates since then. We 
are pleased to say we 
have finally settled for 
Tue/Wed 22/23Sep26.  
 

We will be running two 
events each night  

events each night in their fabulous year old Scout Hut.   
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 777:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      326 Club Nights   Reuben Litherland   58   Lee Pateman        27 
Gordon Reynolds     23      
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Nick Sismey      724 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       326 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       240 
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Lewis Gilbert’s BTCC BMW would be destroyed on Sunday morning, see Page 13 
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We had several changes to both the Adult and Junior record, where regular Matt Bond (on the 
previous page) looked like he had taken it, only for Dean Holmes to take it to a new level! Dan 
Nixon leads the Juniors after twin brother Josh took top honours at Convoy in the Park. We have 
one more event for the track this year at the Porsche 924 50th Anniversary on 06Sep26. 
 

Sunday was busier than Saturday with 335 racers on the grid, compared to 228, where we had 
several 8-lane races that kept us on our toes! 
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5. Australian Custom Tracks 21”, 24” Corners plus! 
 

We recently came across this company in Australia who are making larger radius HO corners! The 
largest ones we currently run are 18” but Custom Tracks are producing 21” and 24” corners. In 
addition to this they also make different angled corners. At present we can only run 45 or 90 degree 
corners, but they make 15, 22.5 and 30 degree ones. We are currently in discussion with them to 
see what we can obtain. Phil Rees has even said that the software he uses to design our tracks 
can add different corners, so the world is our oyster! 
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6. Gene Shaw’s childhood memories of HO in Marina del Rey 
 

Gene Shaw sent a wonderful response to one of our Facebook updates, so much so I asked him 
whether we could include it in our next magazine which he agreed to. Please see Page 20 
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7. Razor is back at Derby Leisure and Events 
 

Our Jarama HO evening was John “Razor” Lamb’s first day back at Derby Leisure and Events 
for over a year in security. He moved to our former home, Great Northern Classics, as a Chef, but 
with 81 year old Eric Marsden retiring from his security role on 08Sep26 Razor decided to combine 
both jobs and take over Eric’s role. It was great to have our former Member back! 

 

 
 

Nick Sismey 
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Andy Mason, Nick Sismey, Liam Smith, Martin Thorpe, Caroline White and Steve White, you have 
done a GREAT JOB at building and growing the love for our hobby!!! Looking at the photos and 
seeing all the excited expressions on the faces of the racers of all ages is a time warp for me as 
an adult back as a child to a small toy store on Broadway Ave., only two shops down from the then 
world-famous Clifton Cafeteria in downtown Los Angeles, circa 1962. 
 

Over the next year, this little ten-year-old boy would every weekend press his nose against this toy 
store's showroom window and stare in wonderment at the Aurora HO 4-lane (then with HO vibrator 
cars) race set and dream of taking it home with him...one day...someday. My parents would 
patiently wait while my excitement would build up until I couldn't contain it in my being any further 
without expressing it; at which point I would describe to them my plans on how I would expand the 
number of the neighborhood lawns that I would now mow and that I would save up all my lawn 
mowing money so as to come back here and buy that Aurora race set...$39.95! 
 

A big dream and a small fortune to a child of ten in 1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gene Shaw Loves HO Slots 
 Memories 

from a 
Marina del Rey 

California 

Childhood 
Part 1  

A year later, a now eleven-year-old boy with 
worn in calluses on both hands from pushing 
a push reel lawn mower, after a year of 
weekly mowing the lawns of eleven 
neighborhood houses and doing assorted 
yard work I announced to my dad that I was 
ready to make the trip into downtown with my 
parents next weekend to purchase the race 
set. 
 

My father, totally surprised me with his 
response saying, "Son if you are now old 
enough to go out and work to be able to buy 
something you saved up for, I think you are 
now responsible enough to go into downtown 
on your own to make your own purchase." 
 

After the shock passed at this proposal from 
my father, I realized that I was no longer 
viewed as the little boy to my father I had 
been prior to this moment. However, was I 
really grown up enough to travel 64 miles 
roundtrip through central Los Angeles to 
Downtown LA on four different buses on two 
different city bus lines all on my own to 
purchase my dream race set? Dreams and 
calluses earned only provide so much 
courage, after all! 
 
 

 

Gene’s first HO set in 1963 
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Fortunately, our weekly weekend family trips to Downtown on city buses had prepared me well, as 
I knew where to catch each bus, along with the schedules of each bus and even the cost of the 
roundtrip bus fares...as I always got the fun of dropping the coins in the buses' coin drop on our 
trips. The roundtrip bus fares...meant another 86 cents! To cover the cost of the bus fares since I 
now would be making this trip on my own meant that I would have to work an additional week to 
have enough money. 
 

A week later, I made that journey and back all on my own, proudly, carrying my, almost as big as 
me, Aurora Stirling Moss 500 4-lane Thunderjet Race Set (and fortunately now with Aurora HO 
Thunderjet cars). Although, not without one final obstacle. 
 

When I arrived at the toy store and told the owner I had finally saved up enough money to purchase 
the Aurora race set that I had looked at in his store for over a year, he said my timing was very 
good because Aurora had recently switched to better running Thunderjet cars in their sets. While 
the owner went into the back of the store to get the race set, I opened my wallet (a leather wallet 
with a leather embroider horse on the front that my grandmother had given to me at Christmas) 
and counted out my $39.95 cash and placed it on the glass counter for the owner. 
 

The owner counted the money then told me that I needed another 80 cents! 
 

What!!! I quickly recounted the money, as I knew that I had just placed all of my $39.95 cash on 
the counter, as this was all the money I had in my wallet...as the money for the bus fares I had 
deliberately kept separate in my pants pocket. 
 

The owner had this smile on his face as I was counting...like...did he think I didn't know how to 
count? Then the owner explained that Los Angeles County had a two cent per dollar sales tax on 
all purchases and that this meant that I needed to come up with another 80 cents. 
 

Something that I didn't even know about...sales tax, and I only had enough money in my pants 
pocket to pay for my return buses home and not enough to cover the sales tax! 
 

The owner who had always seen me with my parents before when I stopped by his store, asked 
me hadn't they accompanied me as he was surprised to see me without them? 
 

After, I explained the full story to him...he just started laughing and then told me that he thought 
that I was a good risk to make good on the 80 cents that I would owe him and that I could take the 
race set home. I promised that I would pay him back next weekend and we shook hands on the 
promise. 
 

The following weekend I returned to his store and paid my debt to him. 
 

Dreams like childhood have their obstacles to face and conquer! 
 

Sixty-four years removed from that child staring in that toy store window, a dream that has 
expanded over the years beyond my childhood. I still have my original Aurora race set and cars, 
and like me they are corroded and a little worn. Years filled racing with my family and friends in my 
parent's garage, later in my own home's garage and eventually joining in HO racing clubs in Los 
Angeles, Orange County, Sacramento and San Francisco California and finally ending up in clubs 
in Eugene and Portland Oregon...and always bringing my friends both new and old with me along 
for the ride into the magical world of slot car racing where dreams begin. 
 

One of these days, as dreams go, I hope to make it across the pond to one of your races. 
 
Gene Shaw 
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Round 26  
 Jarama – F1  

 

15th September 2026 

 

Race Report 
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Lee Pateman stepped away from working on his car just long enough to take his 7th win of 
the year and 5th at Jarama, 24 years after his 1st 
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Colin Blake won the Adult ‘E’ Final in both F1 and later GC finishing 12th & 13th. To the left 
of him is new Adult Member Ivor “Ferg” Ferguson who Colin beat in the GC ‘E’ Final. 
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Lee keeps his Championship hopes alive!  

 
‘A’ Final. – Lee Pateman was the second of four Club Members to reach five Adult 
Championships, and he wants to become the first to reach six with his last Championship being in 
2012! From third on the grid he notched up his 7th win of the year to take his Club record to 131. In 
doing so his 23.1 laps in the ‘A’ Final was also a record 201st (8th) best race laps, with both this and 
his win being back-to-back after achieving the same in the GC race at Fiorano at the beginning of 
August. His lap time of 7.13 seconds on Green Lane in qualifying also saw him become the first 
DHORC Member to hit 300 (6) fastest laps. He almost matched this lap time in the Final with a 
7.14 second lap, the second fastest of the night. 
 
On a night that, like Fiorano 6-weeks earlier, saw just 16 racers on the grid with folk still finishing 
off holidays, we were pleased to host two new Members, Adult Ivor “Ferg” Ferguson and Junior 
Colt Holland as covered on Page 5. Chris Bowles celebrated his 800th Adult race start with a 
second placed finish 1.5 laps behind Lee with our Championship leader Reuben Litherland having 
to fight his way out of the ‘B’ Final to take third, another 1.4 laps back. This meant Lee took 13 
points out of Reuben’s lead. 
 
Angus Smith made it 8 Poles for the year and three in a row, taking his career standings to 106, 
however he couldn’t repeat the performance in the ‘A’ finishing sixth tenths of a lap behind Reuben 
in fourth. He however took three points from Qualifying and therefore matched Reuben on 34 
points. 
 

 

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 
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Lewis “Sandbagger” Blacker won both the ‘D’ & ‘C’ Finals in F1, taking 6th overall 
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‘B’ Final. – Nick Sismey decided to run his slow car at Jarama due to the very twisty track, and it 
worked in Qualifying taking fourth on the grid, but he was no match for Reuben as he headed for 
the ‘A’, 1.5 laps to the good.  
 
Lewis Blacker was on one of those Final runs that made him notorious in 2025 as he became our 
first true sandbagger Final Challenge Champion last year! Having Qualified in tenth he would win 
through from the ‘D’ and the ‘C’ to take on all in the ‘B’. With Reuben and Nick out of sight to the 
tune of 3.7 and 2.2 laps respectively Lewis could only better Denis Latham this time, his extra 1.4 
laps dropping Denis from sixth on the grid to seventh at the flag. 
 
‘C’ Final. – Mike Graham thought he had done enough with his Williams F1 on Green Lane to put 
Lewis in his place on Blue, however with just seconds to go Lewis sneaked passed to match Mike 
on 19.2 laps plus a little more to take the ‘C’ win! See the top of Page 40. 
 
Exactly a lap behind these two, and on the same photo on Red Lane, was Stuart Gray matching 
Lewis to the hundredth of a second on lap time (7.91 secs) and 0.11 seconds quicker than Mike. 
He would take ninth with Nick Jarram on Yellow, like Stuart, dropping a place from his grid position, 
finishing in tenth, 1.9 laps behind Stuart. His car is also on the same pic it having been removed 
from just ahead of the third tenth maker. 
 
‘D’ Final. – Gordon Reynolds was the closest racer in the ‘D’ to try and stop Lewis’ foray through 
the Finals. However even he couldn’t get to within two laps of our crusader. He did have the most 
difficult task however as in this Final Lewis got first lane choice! 
 
With Gordon in 11th we had our first Final winner of the session, Colin Blake, challenging Gordon 
as they would finish but half a lap apart, 16.7 to 16.2 laps. Both again shared the same 9.72 lap 
time like Stuart and Lewis would do in the ‘C’.  
 
Fourth in the ‘D’ would be our newest Adult Member, mentioned above, Ferg! Running a Club car 
he would qualify 12th and finish 13th in his very first race. 
 
‘E’ Final. – Ryan Goodere would suffer the ignominy of taking his third Wooden Spoon of the year 
losing out to Colin by 3.2 laps to take 14th. He did however record his fastest lap of the night here, 
placing him ahead of both Gordon and Ferg in the fastest lap stakes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gordon & Nick take joint wins 
 

Gordon took his third and Nick his ninth Masters’ win ahead of Stuart in third, Angus and Ferg in 
fourth. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

MASTERS REPORT 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 29      

 
 

Adult Championship leader Reuben Litherland won the ‘B’ Final, taking 3rd in the ‘A’.  
Luca Whittaker to his right took both Jarama Junior wins with new kid on the block 

 Colt Holland starting his DHORC career with two runner up spots. 
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Luca takes maximum points again! 
 

‘A’ Final. – Luca Whittaker took his third maximum 50 points haul of the year on the way to his 
fourth win in 2026 and fifth of his short career. His only opponent on Tuesday was a very 
enthusiastic Colt Holland in his very first Club Night using Club cars!  
 
On the way to victory, by just 2.5 laps, with Colt actually lapping quicker in the ‘A’, Luca set his 5th 
(3rd) Pole, 5th (3rd) fastest lap and 5th (4th) best race laps and of course took 50 points out of the 
absent Jenson Woodhouse’s Championship lead. 

 

 
 

 

Tommy Tyco 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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“Suppose I had better get that!” Chris Bowles qualified 2nd & finished 2nd in F1  
His run in the ‘A’ Final was his 800th Adult race. 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Junior ‘A’ – Winner Luca with Colt (2nd) 
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Adult ‘E’ – Winner Colin, Ryan Goodere (14th) 
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Adult ‘D’ – Ferg (13th), Gordon Reynolds (11th), winner Lewis & Colin (12th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Adam (4th), Angus Smith (2nd), Reuben Litherland (3rd) & winner Lee 
 

 

 

Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Adult ‘C’ – Winner Lewis, Stuart Gray (9th), Mike Graham (8th) & Nick Jarram (10th) 
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Lewis’ car on Blue just pipped Mike on Green lane in the ‘C’ 
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Adult ‘B’ – a faceless Denis Latham (7th), winner Reuben, Nick Sismey (5th) & Lewis (6th) 
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Talk to the hand! 
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Adult ‘A’ – Reuben (3rd), Chris (2nd), Angus Smith (4th) and winner Lee 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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	Lee keeps his Championship hopes alive!
	Gordon & Nick take joint wins
	Luca takes maximum points again!

