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Front Cover: Reuben Litherland and Lee Pateman handshake after a fabulous race! 

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
Well that was quite unbelievable, to see eventual 

winner Lee Pateman and Championship leader Reuben 
Litherland going hammer and tongs for 3-minutes barely 5-
feet apart in the ‘A’ Final was something to behold. While Lee 
had first lane choice due to taking Pole, Reuben had to take 
what was left as he came up through the ‘B’ Final, and Yellow 
Lane was not the lane to have! Despite this he carefully 
picked his way through the tight corners and muscled his way 
through the fast corners to keep Lee well in sight.  
 

Lee, one of four Adult Members to have five Championships 
to their name, his last one being in 2012, has never really 
performed quite so dominant since. Car problems or driving 
mistakes that see his voice go into soprano mode keeping us 
all amused but that’s not the ruthless Lee of old that has 
taken him so far ahead in all four categories, Poles, Wins, 
Fastest Laps and Race Laps. However it all returned on 
Tuesday night as Reuben put more and more pressure on 
him. Lee never even looked like he was going to make a 
mistake. He knew he couldn’t go any quicker so tried not to, 
hoping Reuben was at his limit. Indeed he was and for them 
both to finish inches apart was a testament to their incredible 
driving skills. Was this the greatest ever ‘A’ Final? Probably. 
 

Congratulations to them and our other winners, Steve 
Whittaker in the Masters, Jim Crunden in the Early Parents, 
Baxter Crunden in the Juniors together with Kelly Holland 
in the Non-Members. And thanks to all 19 racers on Tuesday. 
 

Check out our “new” Tyco bodies in the News & Views. 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7791 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 779 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA  Steve Whittaker Marshalling & PA  
Liam Smith  Setting Up, RC, Marsh & PA  Jacob Kent-Smith Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Ian Cowlishaw Marshalling 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA Jim Dudley  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & Packing Away  Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA  
Kelly Holland Marshalling    Colt Holland  Marshalling 
Chris Bowles Marshalling & Packing Away Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Nick Jarram Marshalling & Packing Away Ivor Ferguson Marshalling & PA 
Jim Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 

  

2. Making the best use of John Ovens’ Tyco collection 
 

Michael Ovens contacted me recently with the sad news that his dad John Ovens, both who were 
regular competitors at our Le Mans 24-hour race, is suffering from Alzeihmers and so Michael is 
having to raise as much money as he can for his dad’s Care Home costs. Being a big collector of 
HO cars John had a large collection of the Tyco F1/Indy cars which we use in our F1/Indy class. 
We were therefore only two pleased to purchase them to help John. 
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Having arrived in the box shown on Page 5 above we put that picture on our Facebook Page and 
immediately we had several offers to buy them. We declined all but one where an Ecuadorian chap, 
a big Ayrton Senna fan, based in the USA now, was desperate for two of the bodies. We have 
therefore sold those for a good mark up to benefit the club funds. The rest are for Club Members 
to purchase as and when required for racing. 
 

 
 

John, like Michael, has as always been a great friend of DHORC so I’m sure he would appreciate 
us benefiting from his collection and it’s a pleasure to support John and Michael in these difficult 
times. 
 

Nick Sismey 
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 779:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      328 Club Nights   Reuben Litherland   60   Lee Pateman        29  
Chris Bowles       11      
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Nick Sismey      726 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       328 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       241 
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James & Nick 
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Round 28  
 Pukekohe – F1  

 

29th September 2026 

 

Race Report 
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What an incredible Adult ‘A’ Final between Reuben Litherland and Lee Pateman after 
Reuben won through from the ‘B’ Final. Was this the greatest race ever? Probably! 
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Ian Cowlishaw was all set with his new racers! 
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Lee wins what must be one of the greatest ‘A’ Finals! 

 
‘A’ Final. – Lee Pateman, on Red Lane, thought he was safe when Reuben Litherland qualified 
for the ‘B’ Final. Lee knew there was a good chance of Reuben winning the ‘B’ however the worst 
lane, Yellow, was awaiting our Championship leader so Lee felt comfortable even if reigning double 
and, like Lee, five time Champion Angus Smith was on Green Lane. Lee had taken a record 135th 
(3rd) Pole by 6.7 laps from Angus, lapping up to 0.21 seconds a lap quicker so he felt he had his 
measure. Lee even beat Simon Goodlip’s Pole record of 63.8 laps set nearly two years ago on 
01Oct24 by raising it to 69.4 laps. 
 
Once the Final began however Reuben clearly had other thoughts. Initially there was the normal 
hum in the room as folk chatted, and others kept up to date with the world on their phones. By the 
2-minute mark though everyone realised they were witnessing something special here. Just 0.07 
seconds differentiated Reuben from the slightly quicker Lee, which on the much tighter Yellow Lane 
was a sight to see. The young buck was challenging the wise old owl, Reuben running in his 132nd 
Adult (plus 152 Junior) Club Night, Lee in his 669th, Reuben looking for his first Adult Championship 
(he has two Junior Championships to his name) win, Lee a record sixth! Lee hasn’t won a 
Championship since 2012 however as his mojo hasn’t quite been there since. On Tuesday night 
at Pukekohe under the most extreme pressure he held strong and took the win by inches as shown 
on Page 36. This race will go down in history as one of the greatest races ever at DHORC. Thank 
you both for the entertainment and for demonstrating your racing prowess! 
 

 
behind Lee and Reuben while Chris Bowles was 0.01 second quicker than Angus but lost out by 
1.6 laps taking fourth. Just 0.23 seconds covered all four of them on lap times. 
 

 ADULT REPORT F1 Finals F1 Finals 

This was Lee’s record 
132nd (8th) win, which 
was helped by his speed 
in Qualifying to take Pole 
where he set a record 
302 (8th) fastest lap on 
Green Lane. His 4.68 
second lap beating his 
own track record of 4.77 
seconds set on 30Sep25 
while on the same lane 
he broke Reuben’s 33.8 
race laps record with 
35.2 laps. This was yet 
another club record for 
Lee, his 202nd (9th) most 
race laps. 
 
There were two others in 
the ‘A’, Angus we 
mentioned. He would 
take to the final step of 
the podium, 2.2 laps 
behind 
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Jim Dudley took the ‘E’ Final win moving up from 14th on the grid to 13th at the flag 
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‘B’ Final. – Stuart Gray was having a great night taking his second sixth placed grid slot in a row. 
It was he who got closest to our Champion designate, only lapping 0.3 seconds slower but losing 
out by four laps at the close. His fifth place finish however matched his best finish of the year at the 
dhorcingham oval in July. These were his best finishing results for two years. His best ever being 
fourth at the same oval in Jul’23.  
 
Steve Whittaker battled through the ‘C’ to challenge the ‘B’ Final racers. While Reuben was soon 
down the road Steve kept to within 0.4 laps of Stuart. Liam Smith actually lapped quicker than 
Reuben by 0.04 secs but finished another four tenths of a lap behind Steve in seventh. 
 
‘C’ Final. – Nick Sismey thought he had the measure of Steve here, but Steve managed his quick 
car better than Nick did his even quicker (down the straights) car. Nick’s straight line speed gave 
him a best lap time 0.03 seconds quicker than Steve’s, but the latter was better through the corners 
causing Nick to make too many mistakes, 0.6 laps the difference at the flag. Steve would actually 
go quicker than Nick in the next race! 
 
Denis Latham joined these two and Lewis Blacker in the ‘C’ after winning through from the ‘D’. 
He would lap quicker than anyone in his second Final of the night but drop 0.3 laps to Nick while 
Lewis fell back another 1.4 laps to round out the top ten. 
 
‘D’ Final. – Nick Jarram had lost out to Denis in Qualifying by 1.5 laps and got that gap down to 
1.4 laps at the end of the ‘D’ as he finished in 11th.  Exactly two laps behind Nick was Ian 
Cowlishaw who started the night with his new red and white F1 McLaren with a big front wing. By 
now both sides of that wing had disappeared as he took his best result from his three race starts 
to date, 12th. 
 
Jim Dudley was in the Pink after taking his pink F1 to the top of the ‘E’ Final to challenge those in 
the ‘D’. Unfortunately he made no further progress giving good exactly three laps to his 
doppelganger Ian, finishing in 13th on 21.6 laps. 
 
‘E’ Final. – Jacob Kent-Smith had a busy evening as he ran in both the Juniors and Adults. His 
Qualifying effort in the Juniors was also used for his Adult grid position. From 15th in Qualifying he 
jumped to 14th at the flag 2.8 laps behind Jim but 8.3 laps ahead of Ivor (Ferg) Ferguson as clearly 
Ferg’s new Tyco needed some work. Lee has already put it in his car box since! 
 
‘F’ Non-Member/Early Parents’ Final. – This was Final within a Final and a Final of two halves. 
Kelly Holland, Colt’s mum, ran as a Non-Member for the first time. Being the only Non-Member 
she took top honours there while Jim Crunden was the only Early Parent so came atop in that 
class. Two winners from one Final! Jim did however also take his fourth Wooden Spoon to go top 
of that pile alongside the absent Andrew Woodhouse and departed Dan Hughes-Dowd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve, king of the Masters 
 

Steve took his fourth Masters’ crown of the year from Jim in second with Nick and Stuart sharing 
third. We then had a three way tie for fourth taken up by Angus, Ferg and Ian. 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Denis Latham took command in the ‘D’ Final moving up into the ‘C’ to finish 9th  
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Baxter returns to take Victory 
 

‘A’ Final. – Baxter Crunden returned to the oche after an eight Club Night sabbatical to take his 
sixth career victory, five of those coming this year. Prior to this he set his 5th (4th) Pole taking his 
first set of back-to-back Individual Qualifying Rounds. His nearest rival was Jacob Kent-Smith, in 
his seventh start, where the gap was 3.8 laps at the flag while Colt Holland, in only his third start, 
took third another 2.2 laps back.  
 
Baxter took the maximum 50 points during the F1 Club Night and added his 6th (3rd) fastest lap and 
5th (4th) most race laps in the process. 
 

 
 

 

Tommy Tyco 
 

 
 
 
 

JUNIOR REPORT 
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Baxter Crunden had a perfect evening taking a maximum 50 points in both F1 and GC 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Steve Whittaker took his 11th career Final win, the ‘C’, thanks to some advice from Lee 
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Junior A – Colt Holland (3rd), winner Baxter & Jacob Kent-Smith (2nd) 
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Non-Member (NM) / Early Parents’ (EP) F – Kelly Holland NM winner (17th)  
& Jim Crunden EP winner (16th) 
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Adult ‘A’ – Adam (4th), Angus Smith (2nd), Reuben Litherland (3rd) & winner Lee 
 

 

 

Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Adult F – Jacob (14th), winner Jim & Ivor (Ferg) Ferguson (15th) 
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Adult D – Ian (12th), Nick Jarram (11th), winner Denis & Jim (13th) 
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Adult C – Lewis Blacker (10th), winner Steve, Nick Sismey (8th) & Denis (9th)  
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Adult B – Stuart Gray (5th), winner Reuben, Liam Smith (7th) & Steve (6th) 
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Adult A – Chris Bowles (4th), winner Lee, Angus Smith (3rd) & Reuben (2nd) 
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Lee won probably the “Greatest Race” by inches! 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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