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Front Cover: The three DHORC doppelgängers Ian, Jim and Ferg having a great night! 

 

THIS SLOT CAR MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED AND COPYRIGHT 2026 BY DHORC, AND NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR 
TRANSMITTED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, AND MAY CONTAIN ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS REPRINTED WITH THE 

PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT HOLDER, WHO RETAINS ALL RIGHTs. 

Editorial 
The family double! Congratulations to Jim Crunden for 

doing the double in the Early Parents’ Finals and son Baxter 
Crunden the same in the Juniors winning both the F1 and 
GC ‘A’ Finals at Pukekohe. Ok Jim didn’t have any opposition 
unfortunately or fortunately, but a double win is a double win 
whichever way you look at it. He has also achieved this 
before, against opposition but this was a first for Baxter so 
nice to do it on the same evening as his dad! 
 

Congrats also to Angus Smith for taking his third Adult win 
of the year and third perfect point haul. While our reigning 
double Champion hasn’t given up on retaining his 
Championship and becoming the first to take six Adult 
Championships he needs the planets to align to be beat 
Championship leader Reuben Litherland on 11 wins and 
Lee Pateman on 8. Interestingly Reuben misses the next 
evening on 20Oct26 at Donington Park so will Lee close the 
gap with 10 wins? Reuben also misses another evening later 
in the year! Note: As of this Round we start to lose our worst 
scores. With 37 Club Nights targeted this year 75% of those 
that count towards the Championship equals 28 rounds. 
 

Congratulations also to Stuart Gray for taking his 5th Masters 
win of the year putting pressure on myself ahead of the field. 
 

You will see in News & Views we have been contacted by 
Miles Stammers from Miles Motoring to run a track at GNC 
(will be interesting!) on Sunday 06Dec26.  
 

Finally, on 06Oct26 we hit 82,000 Facebook followers! 
 

See you all at Donington Park on 20Oct26. 
 

Nick Sismey 
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News & Views………….……………………7801 
 

1. Acknowledgements for DHORC 780 
 

Stuart Gray Setting Up, Marshalling & PA  Steve Whittaker Marshalling & PA  
Liam Smith  Setting Up, RC, Marsh & PA  Jacob Kent-Smith Marshalling & PA 
Angus Smith Setting Up, Marshalling & PA Ian Cowlishaw Marshalling 
Reuben Litherland Parc Ferme, Marshalling & PA Jim Dudley  Marshalling & PA 
Lewis Blacker RC, Marshalling & Packing Away  Lee Pateman Marshalling & PA  
Kelly Holland Marshalling    Colt Holland  Marshalling 
Chris Bowles Marshalling & Packing Away Denis Latham Marshalling & PA 
Nick Jarram Marshalling & Packing Away Ivor Ferguson Marshalling & PA 
Jim Crunden Marshalling    Baxter Crunden Marshalling 

  

2. Miles Motoring corporate event 06Dec26? 
 

A friend of my dad’s put me in contact with Miles Stammers, a veteran, who runs 
https://milesmotoring.com/ as shown below. He has an event, “Miles OF Machines Vol 2: Winter 
Edition” at Great Northern Classics (!) on Sunday 06Dec26 and is interested in running one of our 
tracks at his event. 
 
I’m meeting up with him at my dad’s in Lincolnshire on Sunday afternoon as Miles lives a couple 
of villages away from my dad’s village. Unfortunately, I will be out of the country on 06Dec26 so if 
it does go ahead we would appreciate some help if you are available. 
 

 

https://milesmotoring.com/
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Miles also does a lot of work for Mission Motorsport. The Forces’ Motorsport Charity that supports 
the recovery and rehabilitation of individuals impacted by military service. It promotes both physical 
and mental wellbeing by creating opportunities within motorsport and the automotive industry. We 
are looking forward to working with him if the opportunity arises.  
 

 
Nick Sismey 

https://www.missionmotorsport.org/
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Continuous Club Night Attendance Records 
 

Members below have built up ten or more continuous Club Night attendances, including DHORC 780:- 
 

 

Nick Sismey      329 Club Nights   Reuben Litherland   61   Lee Pateman        30  
Chris Bowles       12      Stuart Gray       10      
      

Record Club Night Attendance                         Nick Sismey      727 
 

Record Continuous Club Night Attendance                Nick Sismey       329 
 

Record Continuous Evening Attendance               Nick Sismey       241 
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James & Nick 
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Round 29  
 Pukekohe – GC  

 

29th September 2026 

 

Race Report 
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Angus Smith helped with set up and then took his third victory of the year in GC and third 
win with a maximum 50 points score, lying third in the Championship 
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Stuart Gray was also on build duty and then equalled his best result of the year in F1 with 
fifth. In GC he won the D Final moving up from 11th to 10th.  

He also reached ten consecutive attendances at DHORC 780. 
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Angus keeps Championship duo at bay 

 
‘A’ Final. – Angus Smith ensured Reuben Litherland and Lee Pateman, our two closest 
Championship contenders in 2026, didn’t think they were going to have it all their own way at 
Pukekohe as he simply dominated the GC Club Night, topping every chart and taking home a 
perfect 50 point haul. In fact this year all three of his victories have included maximum scores.  
 

He began his GC campaign by taking his 107th (9th) Pole by beating Reuben to the front grid slot 
by 6.2 laps. His 47.9 laps on Red Lane broke his own race laps record of 45.6 laps set on 09Apr24 
giving him his 105th (7th) best race laps on the night. In the same Qualifying race he also became 
only the second Member to reach 100 (9) fastest laps behind Lee on a staggering 302. 
 

Come the ‘A’ Final he then kept Reuben at bay to the tune of exactly a lap, both finishing on the 
same piece of Tomy AFX track but a lap apart. This was Angus’ 83rd (3rd) win taking him to fourth 
equal in the all-time charts alongside Martin Chadwick! While this ‘A’ Final wasn’t anywhere near 
as close as the F1, as Angus soon took charge of proceedings, Lee took third with the fastest lap 
of these three minutes, but dropping 5.4 laps to Reuben. I can still hear his high pitched “What’s 
happening?” even now! Lewis Blacker joined these three in the ‘A’ thanks to wins in both the ‘C’ 
and ‘B’ Finals. He would also finish on exactly the same piece of track as Angus and Reuben but 
eight laps behind our Championship leader.  
 

 
to his 5.0 Final points to Lee’s 3.0, changing a deficit of 0.5 points into a lead of 1.5 points. Reigning 
Champion Lewis also took home 5.0 points reducing his gap to Lee to 4.0 points. 
 

 
 
 
 

 ADULT REPORT GC Finals GC Finals 

While the HO Championship 
leader Reuben failed to add 
to his tally of 11 wins this 
year he did finish second in 
both F1 & GC. However, with 
second placed Lee winning a 
thrilling F1 race by a mere 6” 
over Reuben and then taking 
third in GC, he has reduced 
the gap from 78 to 64 points. 
Angus in third took two 
podiums, reducing the deficit 
to Lee from 177 to 157 points 
thanks to both Lee & Reuben 
losing their worst score as 
Round 28 marked the 75% 
point of the Championship. 
 

The 2026 season is being 
dominated by Reuben and 
Lee with the former now 
taking the lead from the latter 
in the Final Challenge thanks 
to his 5.0 Final points to 

Interestingly Reuben won’t be at the next evening on 
20Oct26 at Donington Park therefore it will be an 
opportunity for Lee and Angus to make hay while the 
sun shines and try to close those Championship gaps. 
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Lewis Blacker added another couple of Final wins to his 2026 tally in GC taking him to 15 
for the year, moving up from 10th to 4th. That easily beat his 10th in F1 

 

 
 

Pukekohe was a simple track, and our shortest of the year at 75’9”,  
but still needed a fair few marshals 
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‘B’ Final. – Nick Sismey, like in the F1 ‘C’ Final, failed to only beat the victor of his Final, and that 
of course was Final winner extraordinaire Lewis this time, who took his 15th Final win (one short of 
Reuben’s 16) by half a lap despite Nick lapping, at times, quicker, finishing in fifth. 
 

Nick Jarram was next on the finishing list with sixth equalling his sixth place finish in Jarama’s GC 
race on the 15Sep26. Only his win at dhorcingham and fifth at Zandvoort in April were his better 
finishes. He was 2.6 laps behind Nick S but 19.9 laps ahead of Chris Bowles who retired after 
13.2 laps with car problems in seventh. 
 

‘C’ Final. – Liam Smith certainly gave Lewis the most to worry about as he was taking his 14th 
Final win of the year as Liam hounded him all the way, setting a fastest lap pf 4.22 seconds to 
Lewis’ 4.32 with Lewis only eking out two tenths of a lap over his rival at the flag. 
 

Steve Whittaker was also quicker than Lewis, setting a 4.25 second lap time however he would 
coast to a halt as the power ebbed away 1.6 laps behind Liam in ninth. Stuart Gray was then the 
one to round out the top ten this time. Having taken a clear win in the ‘D’ he struggled to engage 
with the three other ‘C’ Final racers dropping 3.5 laps to Steve although he was also hitting the four 
second lap times with a quickest of 4.77 to go with his 4.75 second lap when winning the ‘D’. 
 

‘D’ Final. – Jim Dudley’s initially gave Stuart a good run for his money, however Stuart then 
stretched his legs to gain a 3.7 laps lead at the conclusion of our third GC Adult Final of the night 
with Jim finishing in 11th. 
 

Denis Latham would match Lewis as the only other Adult racer on the night to take two Final wins. 
Unlike Lewis who did it all in GC, Denis took one in F1 and one here taking the ‘E’ Final win before 
challenging for further placings up the leaderboard. From 14th on the grid he would finish in 12th, 
unable to catch Jim, although only by 0.2 laps, or Stuart despite a much quicker lap time. Ian 
Cowlishaw took 13th this time after a best of 12th in F1, but this was only his fourth start. He dropped 
4.8 laps to Denis. 
 

‘E’ Final. – Jacob Kent-Smith matched his F1 result with 14th again, losing out to Final winner 
Denis by 4.3 laps even though he nearly matched him on lap time. His 30.0 laps were 8.4 laps 
more than he managed in the Juniors earlier! Ivor (Ferg) Ferguson followed Jacob home, 4.1 laps 
the gap as he also matched his F1 result with 15th. 
 

‘F’ Non-Member/Early Parents’ Final. – This Final was a repeat of the F1 Final, Kerry Holland 
taking Non-Member top honours with 18.5 laps and Jim Crunden taking Early Parents’ top honours 
with 37.5 laps, which was the fourth highest lap score of the evening matching his PB back in 
March! Despite this Jim is now out on his own with five Wooden Spoons to his name! 
 

Despite Jim being the only Early Parents’ attendee Andrew Woodhouse stays atop the 
Championship pile by 62 points ahead of Steve Whittaker, who attended but stayed for the Adult 
Finals, with Jim reducing the gap to Steve from 105 to 69 points. 
 
 
 
 
 

Angus dominates the Masters 
 

The points from his ‘D’ Final win gave Stuart his fifth Masters win of the year with Angus in second 
and Jim sharing third with Nick. Ferg and Steve both took fifth while Ian finished in seventh. 
Championship wise Nick holds strong at the top despite not taking a win in New Zealand, with Final 
winners Stuart and Angus leapfrogging the absent Gordon Reynolds, who was in second, to go 
12.5 and 13.0 points behind our leader, who dropped his worst score, with Gordon closely behind 
13.5 points back from the leader of the pack. 

 

MASTERS REPORT 
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Liam Smith was our third setteruperer alongside Angus and Stuart and also took his turn 
at Race Control taking 7th in F1 and 8th in GC 
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Baxter goes back-to-back for the first time! 
 

‘A’ Final. – Baxter Crunden became the fifth Junior in 2026 to take back-to-back victories on a 
night after matching his perfect 50 point haul in F1 with the same in GC. His 5th (4th) Pole was also 
his first back-to-back Pole taking four straight Individual Qualifying Rounds for the first time. He 
also went back-to-back with fastest laps, 7 (4) and race laps, 6 (5), for the first time. 
 
His winning margin this time was 12.4 laps but ahead of Colt Holland who got the better of Jacob 
Kent-Smith by 9.6 laps, his 12.2 laps in the Final some 17.8 laps less than he achieved in the 
Adult ‘E’ as he took third. 
 
With none of the top three Junior HO Championship leaders in attendance at Pukekohe Jenson 
Woodhouse continues to lead Luca Whittaker by 134 points with a further 155 points the gap to 
Charlie Youart in third. These same top three lead the Junior Final Challenge with Jenson leading 
Luca by 1.5 points and Charlie 10.5 points behind Luca. 
 

 
 

 

Tommy Tyco 

JUNIOR REPORT 



  22026 - Tyco Derby HO Racing Club’s  35th Season Tomy - 20266 

 

Page 23      

 
 

Colt Holland ran in his second HO Evening at Pukekohe taking 3rd in F1, with his new 
Williams, & 2nd in GC. His Leeds United GC Lexan will be ready for Donington Park 
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Race Results 

 

Who Came Where? 
 

Who Scored What? 
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Jacob Kent-Smith was back after missing both Fiorano & Jarama running in both the 
Juniors and Adults. In F1 he took 2nd in F1 & 3rd in GC. Then 14th in both Adult races. 
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Colt’s mum and my daughter’s husband’s sister Kelly Holland ran as a Non-Member for 
the first time at Pukekohe 
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Ivor (Ferg) Ferguson (left) also ran in his second evening taking two 15 place finishes 
while Nick Jarram took an 11th and 6th 
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Adult ‘A’ – Adam (4th), Angus Smith (2nd), Reuben Litherland (3rd) & winner Lee 

 

Best Results 
At This Circuit 

Everyone’s 

 

What are my Best Scores? 
 
 

Who Have I Beaten? 
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Chris Bowles hasn’t taken a win since Nashville on 12May26, his time must come again 
soon. Here he took home a 4th & 7th  
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Jim Crunden was the only Early Parent running in that class in New Zealand so took two 
wins with 16th in both Club Nights and oddly enough both Wooden Spoons! 
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Championship 
Tables 

Those All Important       

Points! 
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Reuben Litherland still has a commanding lead in the Main Adult Championship with two 
second place finishes. However Lee Pateman cut that lead slightly, from 78 to 64 points 
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Junior A – Jacob (3rd), winner Baxter Crunden & Colt (2nd) 
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Non-Member (NM) / Early Parents’ (EP) F – Kelly NM winner (17th)  
& Jim EP winner (16th). A bit of deja vu there! 
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Adult E – Jacob (14th), winner Denis Latham & Ferg (15th) 
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Adult D – Jim Dudley (11th), winner Stuart, Ian Cowlishaw (13th) & Denis (12th) 
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Adult C – Winner Lewis, Steve Whittaker (9th), Liam (8th) & Stuart (10th) 
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Members’ Statistics 
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Adult B – Chris (7th) despite the large pin 
sticking out the back of his car (left) to 

keep his axle in place! Nick Sismey (5th), 
Nick J (6th) & winner Lewis 
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Adult A – Reuben (2nd), winner Angus, Lee Pateman 
(3rd) & Lewis (4th). Lewis, Angus & Reuben’s cars all 

finished on the same piece of track although on 
different laps. 
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Our 19 racers and Podiums 
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Next Circuit 

Where Do We Race Next? 
 

What Are The Records? 
 

Who Has Been On The Podium? 
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Donington Park claims a sizeable portion of Britain's motor racing heritage, being the country's 

first true road circuit to be built and the oldest still in current usage. From the classic Grands Prix 
of the 1930s through to the modern era, the East Midlands venue has posed a popular challenge 
for riders and drivers. 
 

Rescued from dereliction by the late Tom Wheatcroft in the 1970s, the circuit has undergone a 
relatively turbulent few years since its failed bid to capture Formula One by leaseholders, only to 
re-emerge under the family's ownership.  Now the circuit has a bright future having been leased to 
Jonathan Palmer's MotorSport Vision concern. 
 

The circuit now boasts a strong race calendar, with yearly visits of the World Superbikes, British 
Superbikes, BTCC and British GT/F3, alongside a historic festival, national racing and off-track 
events, including the Download music festival. 
 

Our track is a combination of the current track and the original pre-war track where the cars go 
much further down the Melbourne loop as shown below. It may be extended further depending on 
how much room we have. 

 

Circuit History 
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https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf

https://dhorc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DHORC-Rules-Regs-2026-1.pdf
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